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Qatsf considering first municipal votfi 

DOHA (R) — Oat*f*$ emir, Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thaw. *a»d on Tuesday that Qatar was considering electing 
members of municipal councils, which would be ihe lire* vote bv 
biDot ifl country. The emir told (he opening session of the 
/bounty's ad vaOT y council that his administration was keen to 
(increase dtizere’ involvement in government and economic 
development ■ '"We arc considering amendment of the laws 
(dating to municipalities to have their membership bv elections 7 
be said, -Iff I have tended in my speech to you to concentrate on 
financial and economic issues as being the most urgent on our fist 
of priorities.... this does not at all mean negligence of other 
issues... such as upgrading the government system ’* Qatar's 
advisory council debates laws and makes recommendations to the 
cabinet- It now has 30 members, nominated by the emir from 
Qatari citizens and tribes. Laws in Qatar arc enacted by cmiri 
decree. If the vote is derided, Qatar will become the second Gulf 
Cooperation Council <GCC) country to have the vote 
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Egyptian official gunned down in Geneva 

GENEVA (AFP) — A murder inquiry was underway here 
Tuesday after an Egyptian trade official was shot dead by al least 
one gunman near his Geneva home, police said. Police identified 
the dead man as Alacddin Nazim. 42. a trade counsellor to the 
Egyptian U.N. mission. They said he was shoi siv times late 
Monday in ihe basement car park of his apartment building on the 
outskirts of the ary. In Cairo, a Foreign Ministry official 
confirmed that the murdered man was a trade official The justice 
ministry said Switzerland's chief prosecutor. Carla del Ponta. had 
gone to Geneva 10 bead the inquiry. It was not known if Nazmfs 
assailant was acting alone. No one had claimed responsibility for 
the shooting by late on Tuesday, but Egypt's ambassador to 
Switzerland. Munir Zahran. did not rule out suggestions it was 
politically motivated. The media in Cairo have often accused 
Switzerland of providing asylum for Egyptian fundamentalists, a 
charge Swiss authorities have repeatedly denied. 
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\ Shooting spree in 
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. ° n C .,1 
1,0n . . 
u s Pre .jJn f Nablus; 4 injured 

^nd Si»iiik i- j1, 

it Kim v H NABLUS (AFP) - Armed 
lev « ■ JUri ' Palestinians shot and wound- 
1 ' f. ed four residents in the West 

s Apf.f * ' Baofc town of Nablus on 
police sp„j c Tuesday in broad daylight, 
•ers Mundj. /’"witnesses told AFP. In the 
bers o( ik.‘. first shooting 50-year-old 
lawyer Hosni Abu Rabah was 
bundled out of his office by a 
group of self-styled Fateh 
Hawks, the armed youth 
wing of the Fateh faction. He 
was taken to the main square 
and shot twice in the left leg. 
As he tried to escape, the 
Hawks fired again hitting 
passer-by Hussein Osama 
. L ^:‘ tAyad, 21, in the chest, wit- 

Used j,, 1^. * ncSSCS said. Both were taken 
keep up v.nhii. 'io the Rafidiya hospital 
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where Abu Rabah was said to 
be in a comfortable condition 
and Mr. Ayad was good. In a 
separate shooting later Tues- 
day shopkeeper Abed Al 
. Ljrn " Karim Yariesh, 62, received 
ana Mr km, r six bullets in both legs and 
1 wo leader. 14 B the pelvis in an attack by 
ber Fateh Hawks in his shop in 

ic f l oury, die Nablus bazaar. His son 

Forum -a hr , 7A ' was shot in ri 8 ht 
«... ? thigh. Both were taken to 

11 n,n ?J‘: Rafidiya hospital and were in 
e aple lu l^p : a comfortable condition. 

e still workup. 

Awbsto lob by 

I Polite n a ,y„; against transfer 
of U.S. embassy 

ar-old drivei CAIR0 ( AFP ) _ The Arab 

200 kph in League is to lobby the United 

Nations against the U.S. 

aermany Congress vote to transfer the 

American embassy to Jeru- 

H. Germany 1 AF salem, league chief Esmat 

e had 10 set uj Abdul Meguid said Tuesday. 

k to stop an . "Arab countries are going to 

drivin® nearly 1 launch intensive action within 

~ nei- e hour'll the United Nations to oppose 
es per fMir u ^ dedsjon tefore Nov . 2 9, 

n a highwjy when ' the U.N. general 
st Germany n- assembly will begin its 
as riding u’ftv (annual) discussions on 3eru- 
id 10. They as ^lem,” Dr. Abdul Meguid 
itiy injured told reporters. The diploma- 

hit the red* erf-ta ” iu **“* 

- n - A , ducted by Arab members of 

mg 10 avoid the U N J security Council, 
members of the Organisation 
.of the Islamic Conference 
nations 10 an£ j Organisation of Afri- 

lOUr John can Unity, and non-aligned 
„ countries. 
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•jgeles iRt - 30 settlers held 
ouotnes plan 1 for public disorder 

P«f e ^n h - T E L AVTV (AFP) — Some 
tonn Lenn 3Q j srae ^ skiers have been 
tbe 15th anru ^ charged with taking part in 
ie former BeJ 1 ® illegal demonstrations and 
The colow 11 public order offences, a jus- 
Tom such e* 1 * ^ ministry spokesman said 
“ Chat Tuesday. -They are facing a 
» • 1; nr> d i< total of 48 charges and went 
a ’ u n.rifc. before the courts on Monday 
; will be un , and Tuesday, he said. They 
oony in N ett are accused of disrupting 
ate. the firm public order and attacking 
the issue.- * Palestinians. Among them 
A ouaner-ce^ are several well known activ- 
breaks “ts including Rabbi Moshe 
r ^ in h frtur’i Levinger from Hebron, the 
3 the founder of the ultra national- 

ban e V|?r - , t isi movement “Bloc of 
ipiiol Recoru^ Jaith," and Nadia Matar, the 
an anthofosj ■ grader of the "Women in 
... unrein IGreen" as well as the mili- 

■ y m onth. **:*«ni* from the anti-Arab 
15 lamented I 1 .' -^ch movement. All were 
jiupten Ijr aiTested during demonstra- 
- ° L U ire & t3ons a 8 a ‘ nst Israeli milit- 
jgazines aic ^ ary redeployment, but were 
er stories 1 _ released on bail. None are 
and Sony L behind bars. Officially the 
I- gapped . rases are not linked to the 
-nnvri'his r assassination of Prime Minis- 
music \*' ter Yitzhak Rabin by a Jew- 
1 J° n ... jrh ilfC *sh fanatic on Nov. 4. 
snture , 

Itchael J;k L 

^' base nK-li r; ?° Urt C,earS Way 
emaJ P*J? * .for Prlebke 

&rhpro«* ^.extradition 

S^tn-dJ^-fUENOS AIRES (R) - 
..nd the ^Argentina's top court on 
U nf the ^ rejected the last leg- 

06 .>iihn U^S.Wd by former SS Captain 
c luie" ! ® r ^ 1 Pnehlte 10 block his 
,stal , iP- ! ? a f a . dit i«n to face trial for 

pict U*!*! worst wartime arroc- 

f his The supreme court, in a 

jrsion written niling dismis- 

/^hana^ ^'k***! an attempt by Mr. 

bk * ,s attorney to annul 
h*? ^ n . O^ tsdedsion two weeks ago 10 
tfJ . . al jng |Pte pil Priebke to Italy to be 
parti cl " juried for crimes against 

project .^Jtimanity. “The request 

rlrhuda- u ' 1 n'®nnulated is rejected com- 
31 L* n M«ely.” the court said. 

1 *. Priebke, 82, wanted for the 
•d . Bassarre of 335 men and 


3 ko 

or men anu 
‘ -.inV at the ardeatine caves 

oW £ n et S««le Rome m March 1944. 

v{ctims * 75 of whom 
non n ‘ II s fre Jews, were bound and 
h? n(t i“ Jot in the back of the neck. 
1 iJn'^hy were members of the 
min ^V ItaUarT resistance. 
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No cabinet reshuffle before 
Parliament begins session 

Sharif Zeid government committed to following King’s 
directives, determined to put, through legal means, an 
end to ‘unjust and unfair’ attitude of peace opponents 


By Ayman Al Safadi and 
Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Time s Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has 
ruled out changes in the 
makeup of his cabinet before 
Parliament reconvenes in its 
third ordinary session in early 
December, saying that "a 
reshuffle is not on the cards 
at this point." 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times on Monday, 
the prime minister also re- 
jected accusations that the 
government did not share 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein strong support and en- 
thusiasm for the peace pro- 
cess with Israel. 

“The government executes 
the policies of His Majesty 
and any talk of the govern- 
ment having a different view 
from His Majesty is complete 
nonsense,” the prime minis- 
ter said, adding that "no gov- 
ernment would do that (differ 
with King Hussein) and cer- 
tainly not my government.” 

We will execute His Majes- 
ty’s orders to the best of our 
ability.” Sharif Zeid said. 

But the prime minister 


asserted that the government 
will gracefully accept any cri- 
ticism that King Hussein has 
about the performance of the 
government, noting that the 
Monarch is "the leader of this 
country (whoj has appointed 
this government and all other 
governments in Jordan since 
1953.” 

The prime minister’s asser- 
tion came in response to a 
question on whether King 
Hussein's address to senior 
military officials last week 
included criticism of the gov- 
ernment. 

"His Majesty has every 
right to criticise the perform- 
ance of the government. He 
is the man who brought us to 
this position and he has the 
right to direct and criticise us. 
We accept this very graceful- 
ly.” Sharif Zeid said in the 
interview which was con- 
ducted at his office. 

In his speech, the King 
strongly criticised the per- 
formance of the official 
media and the privately-run 
press as well as the profes- 
sional associations, saying 
that the Kingdom would no 
longer tolerate publications 
and actions that harm the 



Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

interests of the state. 

"We are going... to put an 
end to this unjust and unfair 
attitude, we are going to stop 
this nonsense ," the prime 
minister said, explaining that 
some of the material that is 
published in the tabloid press 
"disturbs our brothers and 
allies in the Arab World and 
(some articles) ralk about 
things that arc below the 
standards of our Jordanian 
people... not characteristic of 


Jordanians and not in our 
culture.” 

And even in the main- 
stream press, there are some 
negative articles that "discre- 
dit the country,” he said. 
"This' ts unfair to Jordan as 
such.” The prime minister 
attributed the anger that was 
dear in the King's speech to 
concern by His Majesty for 
the country and not in re- 
sponse to articles written ab- 
out him personally. 

"(The King) was not talk- 
ing about himself because no- 
body ever says anything 
against him as a person... 
thank God for that, he has so 
much respect.” said Sharif 
Zeid stressing that any action 
the government might take to 
curb excesses in the press 
would conform with the 
democratic orientation of the 
country and through the con- 
stitutional framework. 

He said the government 
will amend the Press and 
Publications Law as well as leg- 
islation governing the work 
of professional assodarions 
but no decision has been 
reached yet on the nature of 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein with Etan Haper (centre), director of the office of the 
late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and Israeli Ambassador Shimon 
Shamir at the Royal Palace on Tuesday (Petra photo) 

King reaffirms resolve to 
pursue quest for peace 

HM accepts gifts from Rabin, Peres, pays tribute to 
late premier, pledges all support for his successor 


Israel will complete 
pullback on schedule 


Combined agency dispa tche s 

ACTING PRIME Minister 
Shimon Peres promised on 
Tuesday Israel would meet 
the deadlines for handing 
over West Bank lands, to 
Palestinian self-rule, fulfilling 
the legacy of slain leader 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Peres then visited the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) liaison 
office near Jenin, which on 
Monday became the first 
West Bank city handed over 
to Palestinians under a peace 
deal signed by Mr. Rabin in 
September, an Israeli official 
said. 

A Jewish militant opposed 
to Israeli land-for-peace deals 
killed Mr. Rabin in Tel Aviv 
on Nov. 4 

Speaking to CNN Interna- 
tional, Mr. Peres said that in 
a phone call to PLO head 
Yasser Arafat the day after 
Mr. Rabin's murder: "I told 
him that we are going to 
continue the policy. We don’t 


intend to postpone any prom- 
ise.” 

Jenin, occupied by Israeli 
troops along with the rest of 
the West Bank 28 years ago, 
was the first city to be turned 
over to the PLO since Israel's 
handover of the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho last year under a 
breakthrough peace deal. 

“Peres said he was “by and 
large” happy with the Jenin 
handover implemented “six 
days ahead of our promise.” 

Israeli troops will leave five 
other cities and part of Heb- 
ron in coming months. 

Mr. Peres was expected to 
receive approval to form a 
new gpvemment after Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman con-, 
suited all parliamentary fac- 
tions on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

“You know, we saw the 
celebrations and the happi- 
ness of the Palestinians in 
.Jenin. Should their happiness 
make us’sad? No. I think on 
the contrary," Mr. Peres 
said. 


. "They’re entitled to be 
happy and we are entitled to 
be content because they are 
happy. Their happiness is not 
our problem. It is our prom- 
ise.” he said. 

Amid tight security, Mr. 
Peres, accompanied by Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal, first 
visited the offices of the joint 
Israeli-Palestinian coordina- 
tion team outside Jenin. 

Then by helicopter he flew 
to a military base near Qal- 
qilya in the West Bank about 
15 kilometres east of Tel 
Aviv. The base will house the 
coordinating committee 
offices with the Palestinians. 

“Yesterday we have con- 
cluded the first chapter of the 
redeployment in the West 
Bank," he said, praising the 
Israeli military and police for 
the job they had done despite 
"political and security prob- 
lems." 

“It was done as it should be 
and in time to allow the 

(Cootfamed on page 7) 


Peres poised to take 
reins of government 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI PRESIDENT 
Ezer Weizman held talks 
with right-wing opposition 
and other parry leaders here 
Tuesday in preparation for 
asking Shimon Peres to form 
a new government adopting 
the mantle of his slain prede- 
cessor Yit2hak Rabin. 

"Never in the history of 
our country has the result of 
these talks been so clear." 
said Israeli political commen- 
tator Daniel Ben Simon. 

After meeting with repre- 
sentatives from the 10 
groups, Mr. Weizman was 
due to ask acting Prime 
Minister Peres to form a new 
government. 

Late Monday ihe ruling 
Labour Party appointed Mr. 
Peres as its new leader and 
endorsed him as their candi- 
date for the premiership, fol- 
lowing Mr. Rabin's assassina- 
tion on Nov. 4. 

Mr. Weizman met with a 
Labour delegation and repre- 
sentatives from the right- 
wing opposition Likud Party 
led by Benjamin Netanyahu 
which has 32 deputies in the 
Knesset or parliament. 


"We have recommended 
Peres, not because we sup- 
port his policies, but because 
the assassination of a prime 
minister cannot direct politic- 
al life in this country," Mr. 
Netanyahu told journalists 
after his talks with the presi- 
dent. 

Only the extreme right- 
wing Moledet Party, which 
has just three deputies, 
opposed Mr. Peres’ nomina- 
tion. 

“The assassination of Yit- 
zhak Rabin ... is no reason to 
have short memories and 
forget what the government 
did that he led with Shimon 
Peres," said Moledet party 
leader and retired general 
Rehavam Zeevi. 

The coalition government 
comprises 44 Labour de- 
puties, 12 from the left-wing 
Meretz Party and two right- 
wing defectors, and counts on 
the support of five Israeli 
Arabs, making a total of 63 
out of the 120- seat Knesset. 

So far the small religious 
panics have rejected over- 
tures from Mr. Peres to join 
the coalition. 

Mr. Peres, 72. has also 
played his cards dose, refus- 


ing to reveal the eventual 
line-up of his cabinet, once 
he is appointed. 

The popular head of the 

e >werfuJ trade union body 
istadrut, Haim Ramon, has 
already announced his return 
to the Labour fold, and it is 
know that he is hoping for the 
post of interior minister 
"with enlarged powers" in 
the peace process. 

There are three possible 
scenarios, experts said: 

— Mr. Peres becomes prime 
minister, keeps his brief as 
foreign minister and names 
outgoing interior minister 
and a former chief of staff 
Ehud Barak to defence. 

— Mr. Peres delegates fore- 
ign affairs to Yossi Beilin, a 
Labour dove and initiator of 
the peace process, while Mr. 
Barak becomes defence 
minister. 

— Mr. Peres follows Rabin’s 
example keeping the pre- 
miership and defence, and 
appoints Mr. Barak foreign 
minister. 

The political expert of 
Israeli military radio said the 
third scenario was the most 
likely as Mr. Peres has 
appeared to him at this. 


Baqoura 

crossing 

closed 

temporarily 

AMMAN J.T.) — Jordan on 
Tuesday confirmed an Israeli 
report that a crossing point 
between the two countries 
had been temporarily dosed 
following the arrest of three 
Israeli Arabs for smuggling 
weapons from Jordan. 

According to Lieutenant 
General Tahseen Shurdum, 
deputy army commander for 
intelligence, the crossing 
point ax Baqoura in the north 
of Jordan was closed early 
this week and one Jordanian 
was held for questioning. 

“We will not allow anyone 
to endanger our security,” 
Lt.-Gen. Shurdum told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said the closure would 
end once new security 
arrangements were worked 
out between the Israeli and 
Jordanian authorities to en- 
sure that no such inddents 
would be possible. 

Baqoura is an 830-dunum 
piece of Jordanian land that 
is being cultivated by Israeli 
farmers who cross into the 
area regularly in accordance 
with the terms of the peace 
treaty signed between Jordan 
and Israel last year. 

A Reuter report from Tel 
Aviv quored Israeli police as 
saying the crossing will be 
closed while it investigates 
two incidents, one involving 

(Continued on page 7) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Tuesday 
reaffirmed his resolve to con- 
tinue his quest for peace, 
security and stability in the 
Middle East and paid a glo- 
rious tribute to late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, describing the death 
of Mr. Rabin as a personal 
loss. 

The King's comments 
came during a meeting be 
had with the director of Mr. 
Rabin’s office, Etan Haper, 
and the Israeli ambassador to 
Jordan. Shimon Shamir, who 
called on him to congratulate 
him on his 60th birthday. 

Mr. Haper presented a gift 
from the family of Mr. Rabin 
to the King and Mr. Shamir 
presented another gift from 


acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in appreciation of 
his efforts for peace, security 
and stability in the region. 

The King thanked the 
Israeli government and peo- 
ple and reaffirmed Jordan's 
commitment to support the 
peace efforts and achieve the 
aspirations of the people in 
the region. 

He thanked the Rabin 
family and paid tribute to the 
late prime minister as a man 
who brought about historic 
changes in the Middle East. 
He also praised Leah Rabin, 
the prime minister's widow, 
for her efforts in pursuing the 
path of peace her husband 
had adopted. 

Presenting the gift to the 
King, Mr. Haper said Mr. 
Rabin had planned to present 
it himself to the Monarch. 

He said: "Your Majesty. 


two weeks ago Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin asked me 
what gift would you give the 
King for his 60th birthday. 
There was a suggestion for a 
pearl of dune bodies but the 
prime minister dismissed tbe 
idea because he thought 
maybe it is too dangerous for 
the Queen arid for the King. 
As an alternative it was sug- 
gested that we travel with the 
Israeli Philharmonic Orches- 
tra to Amman to play and 
sing happy birthday but 
Prime Minister Rabin 
thought that was overdoing it 
a bit. So in someway we 
found a compromise. 

"Your Majesty, presents 
do not cry but the presenters 
are permitted to cry. This 
present may not be the most 


(C on ti n ned on page 7) 


Saudis tighten security, 
investigate Riyadh blast 


Combined agency dispatches 

SAUDI AUTHORITIES on 
Tuesday deployed security 
forces around foreign hous- 
ing compounds as they sear- 
ched for suspects in a car 
bombing which killed six peo- 
ple at U.S. military offices 
here. 

A Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) team sent from 
the United States was due to 
arrive later in the day to join 
the investigation into Mon- 
day’s blast, which ripped 
through offices used by U.S. 
military officials to train the 
Saudi national guard. 

King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia, at the weekly cabinet on 
Monday, urged security ser- 
vices to be more vigilant and 
“to intensify their investiga- 
tions into who committed this 
criminal act." 

Saudi National Guardsmen 
and policemen were seen on 
Tuesday posted at the entr- 
ances to compounds where 
Americans. British and other 


Westerners live in the capital, 
while police cars patrolled 
the streets. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Samir Kuttab said the Saudis 
had "heightened security for 
Americans” and hailed their 
efforts to find the perpetr- 
tors. "They’re really working 
very hard on this issue.” 

An Indian wounded in the 
explosion died on Tuesday, 
the U.S. embassy said. 

The embassy said the Indi- 
an, like five Americans who 
died in Monday's blast, was 
employed at the centre. 
Saudi ‘ Arabia has also re- 
ported the death of a Filipi- 
no. 

Saudi Arabia papers said it 
was just a matter of time 
before the security services 
found the perpetrators that 
attacked the Office of the 
programme manager for the 
Saudi Arabian National 
Guard. 

U.S. military officials were 
seen removing files and furni- 
ture from the devastated 


building and loading them 
into trucks. The area was 
roped off to the public. 

One of the five Americans 
killed was a non- 
commissioned officer, while 
the other four were civilians. 
U.S. military officials were 
making arrangements to fly 
the bodies of the five Amer- 
icans home. 

A total of 37 other Americ- 
nas were injured in the blast, 
including 24 who remained in 
hospitals on Tuesday morn- 
ing. Two of the injured were 
in critical condition. 

The estimated 35,000 
Americans in Saudi Arabia 
have been warned by the 
embassy to "be extremely 
cautious.” 

In Washington, a senior 
Pentagon official who asked 
not to be named said a small 
van exploded outside the 
building at a time when many 
people were eating lunch. 

(Coo tinned on page 7) 


Iraq may accept U.N. oil sale 
offer if its terms are changed 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq said on Tuesday it would 
accept a United Nations offer 
allowing it partial oil sales if 
conditions which it consi- 
dered violations of its 
sovereignty were revised. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Jumhouriya said that if 
members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council were concerned 
about the suffering of the 
Iraqi people, they should sof- 
ten conditions attached to the 
sales instead of pressuring 
Iraq into accepting them. 

It said there was no way for 
Iraq to endorse the terms in 
their present shape even if 
had to wait for five more 
years for the oil embargo to 
be removed. 

“Why do not they (Secur- 
ity Council members) recon- 
sider the offer and remove 
from it what touches on 


Iraq's independence and all 
that meddles in its internal 
affairs?" the paper asked. 

"It is not possible to accept 
Resolution 986 in its present 
intrusive form." the paper 
added. 

Iraq has been under press- 
ure to accept U.N. Resolu- 
tion 986 allowing it to sell up 
to 52 billion worth of oil over 
six months in order to be able 
to purchase humanitarian 
supplies. 

7116 pressure built up when 
tbe August defection of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel to Jordan forced the 
government to make revela- 
tions of weapons program- 
mes which U.N. arms inspect 
tors say could take a long 
time to probe. 

Sanctions on Iraq, includ- 
ing a ban on its oil exports, 
could be removed when (he 


inspectors testify to the 
Security Council that Bagh- 
dad has come clean on all 
weapons banned under the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. 

The press has highlighted 
Iraq's case on oil sales, react- 
ing to calls by other countries 
urging Baghdad to accept the 
terms — an indication many 
here took to mean that Bagh- 
dad could change attitude. 

Baghdad-based diplomats 
say Iraq, while not rejecting 
the notion of selling any 
amounts of oil to pay for 
urgent needs, was lobbying to 
have some of the tough con- 
ditions the U.N. set for the 
sales reconsidered or re- 
moved. 

Al Jumhouriya's commen- 
tary echoed a statement by 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Al Sahaf last week. 


Washington 
shut down in 
budget row 

Washington (afp) — 

The U.S. government wound 
down non-essential opera- 
tions for lack of funds Tues- 
day as the White House and 
Congress remained deadlock- 
ed over how to balance the 
federal budget. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
“non-essential” workers 
were being sent home with- 
out pay while national zoos, 
parks and museums were 
closed. 

Officials estimated that 
800,000 workers, more than 
one-third of the 2.1 million 
federal workforce, would be 
furloughed. 

A memo issued by Budget 
Director AJice Rivlin at die 
start of business Tuesday told 
agency chiefs to "implement 
the close-down of affected 
operations promptly and in 
an orderly manner.” 
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Four in the race 
for presidency in 
Algeria elections 


Agence France Pressc 

ALGERIAN PRESIDENT 
Liamine Zeroual. an au- 
stere and reserved retired 
general, is seeking election 
on Thursday in his coun- 
try's first multi-party pres- 
idential poll since inde- 
pendence in 1962. 

Mr. Zeroual. appointed 
president in January last 
year, is the hot favourite to 
win a campaign dominated 
by each of the four candi- 
dates' plans to end the civil 
war that has left between 
30.000 and 50.000 dead 
since it began in 1992. 

The incumbent, 54. who 
has swung between seeking 
reconciliation and con- 
frontation with the coun- 
try's armed Islamic opposi- 
tion. has presented himself 
as an independent candi- 
date in the run-up to the 
first round of voting. 

He is backed, however, 
by military hardliners who 
brought in a state of 
emergency after quashing 
the second round or an elec- 
tion that the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win in 
January 1992. 

Named as president for a 
transition period of three 
years on January 30. 1994 
by. the military-backed High 
Council of State, he 
'pledged in October last 
year to hold elections by the 
end of this year. 

Mr. Zeroual has said he 
hopes the presidential race, 
and legislative and municip- 
al elections due to follow, 
will be a break with the past 
that will allow a new gen- 
eration of leaders to come 
to power in Algeria. 

His chances of victory 
have been enhanced but his 
hopes of national recon- 
ciliation dented by a 
boycott of the poll by’ the 
main Islamic opposition 
parties allied to the banned 

• Bom in Batna in the Au- 
res mountains, Mr. Zeroual 
is a "pure" product of the 
Algerian military. He be- 
gan his career as a soldier 
serving in the National Li- 
beration Army (ALN) 
fighting to evict the colonial 
power France between 1954 
and 1962. 

Long a supporter of a 
professional army, he com- 
manded three military re- 
gions during his long 
career: Tamanrasset in the 
south in 1982, Bechar on 
the Moroccan border in 
1984, and Constantine in 
the east in 1987. 

Nahnah — moderate face 

Mahfoud Nahnah. leader 
of Islamic Society Move- 
ment (MSI-HAMAS). is 
the candidate whose politics 
are closest to those of the 

ns. 

Mr.' Nahnah. 53, a for- 
mer Arabic language 
teacher, is the moderate 
face of Algerian Islamic ex- 
tremism. 

He sees the presidential 
election as a chance to stop 
the "spiral of violence and 
hatred" that has left more 
than 30.000 dead since 
1992. 

The MSI-HAMAS. 
which recruits among the 
middle class, is the second 
most important fun- 
damentalist pany after the 
FIS but only polled 4.71 per 
cent in the first round of the 
quashed December 1991 
legislative elections. 

Sheikh Nahnah believes 
in a modem and tolerant 
Islam and a positive coexist- 


ence between all political 
movements but has vowed 
not to sit down at the con- 
ference table with “those 
who come with a Khalash- 
nikov." 

Armed militants have 
threatened to kill him but 
he is equally mistrusted by 
more moderate politicians 
who have accused him of 
wanting the same objective 
ultimately as the FIS: a 
hardline Islamic state. 

‘Act of resistance’ 

Said Sadi, leader of the 
Rally for Culture and 
Democracy (RCD). has de- 
scribed his candidature as 
an act of resistance. 

The 48-year-old psychiat- 
rist is the most secular of all 
the candidates and the one 
most hostile to Islamic ex-, 
tremism, whose exponents, 
he has said, oppose demo- 
cracy and should be ex- 
cluded from it. 

Mr. Sadi has led his party 
since 1989 but has been in 
politics much longer. He 
was one of the main leaders 
of the militant movement 
that campaigned for im- 
proved rights for the coun- 
try's Berbers between 1960 
and 1970. 

Since then he has become 
a leader of the "democratic 
movement" and has de- 
nounced the former one 
party state "33 years of 
waste" followed by “an un- 
speakable fundamentalist 
barbarism." 

Bom in Aghribs in the 
Kabylie mountains, he was 
one of those who called for 
the cancellation of the 
second round of voting in 
the legislative elections in 
January 1992. 

Mr. Sadi, who also chairs 
the Movement for the Re- 
public (MPR). has called 
for the creation of self- 
defence groups to oppose 
Muslim militants. 

The RCD won 2.56 per 
cent of the vote in the first * 
round of the legislative 
election in December 1991. 

“Worst' candidate 

Noureddine Boukrouh. 
leader. of the Algerian Re- 
newal Party (PRA), is the 
youngest candidate and is 
widely regarded as the dear 
outsider in the presidential 
election. 

Mr. Boukrouh. 45. has 
presented himself as the 
cancidate of reconstruction 
and recondliation, 6ut is 
perhaps best remembered 
for calling himself “the least 
worst" of the four presiden- 
tial hopefuls. 

Bom in A! Milia in east- 
ern Algeria, he is a former 
rivil servant who became a 
manager of national enter- 
prises that were privatised, 
going on to run a biological 
products manufacturing 
company. 

A father of five and an 
army reserve officer, he has 
declared himself a disdple 
of Malek Bennabi's phi- 
losophy of Algerian 
nationalism founded on a 
modem and progressive 
Islam. 

Mr. Boukrouh wrote a 
celebrated attack on the 
bureaucrats and rentier 
class of the former one- 
party stare and has since 
concentrated on campaign- 
ing against armed militants 
using violence to try to 
bring down the govern- 
ment. 

The PRA won only 0.86 
per cent of the vote in the 
first round of elections in 
December 1991. 1 



CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
has told Egypt it will look 
into reports {hat Israeli army 
officers executed Egyptian 
prisoners of war (PoWs) in 
the Arab-Israeli wars of 1956 
and 1967 and has said it is 
ready to compensate for the 
deaths, an Egyptian official 
said. 

Adel A1 Safti, first deputy 
foreign minister, said in the 
government newspaper Al 
Abram on Tuesday that 
Egypt would never allow the 
issue to go unresolved. 

Former Israeli officers and. 
historians shocked Egyptians 
when they revealed earlier 
this year that they either wit- 
nessed or took part in the 
execution of Egypt PoWs 
during the two wars. 

The two countries failed to 
end the dispute in a meeting 
in Cairo in September but 
Mr. Safti said contacts had 
continued and that Egyptian 
and Israeli officials discussed 
the issue during the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- . 
mic summit in Amman in 


October. 

‘The Israelis said they 
would look into the issue, 
whereas before they refused 
to even open it and they also 
said they were ready to pay 
compensation. Therefore 
there are indications of prog- 
ress in the issue,” Mr. Safti 
told Al Ah ram. 

“Let us hope that this will 
not take a long time. All I can 
say is Egypt will not forget 
this issue and will continue to 
bring it up until we find an 
acceptable resolution/* he 
added. 

Islamists and leftist opposi- 
tion groups in Egypt have 
pressed the government to 
cut relations with Israel over 
the PoW allegations and have 
criticised the state for not 
taking enough action against 
Israel. 

The opposition has also 
used the issue to back their 
stand against peace and nor- 
malisation utith the Jewish 
state. 

Egypt became the first 
Arab country to sign a peace 


treaty with Israel in 1979 but 
relations at the popular level 
remain cold. 

Mr. Safti said his country 
was ready to investigate 
Israeli allegations that Egyp- 
tian troops committed crimes 
on the other side of the battle 
lines during the 1973 war if 
Israel presented proof. 

“Egypt is ready to cany 
out an investigation but on 
the condition that proof is 
given and not just allega- 
tions. There is clear-cut proof 
for our case (against Israel)..-, 
there are recorded and pub- 
lished confessions by the per- 
petrators of these mas- 
sacres,” Mr. Safti said. 

He said it was too early to 
consider taking the case to 
international organisations 
because negotiations were 
ongoing with Israel. 

An Israeli historian 
brought to light in August the 
massacre of around 900 
Egyptians who had laid down 
their guns during the 1956 
Seuz campaign and the June 
• 1967 Middle East war. 


Illegal immigrants worry UAE 


An Algerian woman signs up for her voter ci.rd in an Algiers neighbourhood said to be a stronghold of 
militants who oppose the Nov. 16 presidential elections (AFP photo) 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has become 
alarmed by a surge in the 
number of Asian illegal im- 
migrants arriving in the oil- 
rich Gulf state in search of 
jobs. 

Police have reported a 
spate of mass infiltrations 
by Pakistanis and other 
Asians crossing the narrow 
gulf from Iran over the 
past few weeks despite in- 
tensified measures to curb 
the influx. 

The surge prompted 
fresh calls for coordination 
with Iran and neighbouring 
Oman, where a large num- 
ber of illegal immigrants 
were reported to have land- 
ed before crossing into the 
nearby mountainous 
boundaries of the UAE. 

“Such a phenomenon has 
become extremely worrying 
and requires a revision of 
the measures to monitor the 
land borders,” said Sheikh 
Taleb Ibn Saqr Al Qassimi. 
police chief in the northern 
emirate of Ras Al 
Khaimah. 

“Such measures will not 
be enough unless they are 
backed by cooperation and 
coordination with neigh- 
bouring countries. Most in- 
filtrators who have been 
seized have confessed they 
have crossed from neigh- 
bouring countries." 

Ras Al Khaimah, around 
300 kilometres from Abu 
Dhabi, is one of the emi- 


rates that have suffered 
most from illegal emigra- 
tion given its poorly 
guarded mountains near the 
Omani Masandam enclave, 
which controls the strategic 
Homruz Strait, through 
which one fifth of the 
world's oil supplies pass. 

Another emirate hit by 
Asian intruders is Fujeirah 
in the Gulf of Oman as 
most of them come by sea 
and land at the Omani bor- 
der. They then walk under 
the cover of night for a few 
kilometres in nearby moun- 
tains then cross into the 
emirate. 

Police have had to use 
aircraft to chase illegal im- 
migrants in the mountains 
while the coast guard units 
have been bolstered to in- 
terrupt suspect vessels. 

Official statistics showed 
more than 2,000 Iranians, 
Pakistanis, Afghans and In- 
dians have been seized this 
year while trying to sneak 
into the UAE, which has 
one of the highest per capi- 
ta incomes in the world. 

Around 300 of them were 
captured over the past five 
weeks in Ras Al Khaimah 
and Fujeirah and police 
said the surge in such 
attempts was because of the 
fine weather and cairn seas 
during this period of the 
year. 

Officials said the intrud- 
ers, who bad exceeded 
25,000 since 1975, had 
come across the Gulf from 


Iran, where boat owners 
charge large sums of money 
for their transport. 

"The continued jnflux of 
Asian immigrants has be- 
come a security threat to 
the UAE and this requires 
urgent measures to face the 
phenomenon.' said Abdullah 
Abu Zeid, security chief at 
Ras Al Khaimah police. 

"Most of those arrested 
have admitted they had 
come from the shores of a 
neighbouring country,” he 
added, in an apparent refer- 
ence to Iran. "This under- 
scores the need for a sort of 
coordination with neigh- 
bouring countries." 

Officials have blamed the 
UAE's proximity to Iran, 
the presence of a large 
Asian community in the 
emirates, and the lack of 
tight security measures at 
the shore, one of the 
longest coastlines in the re- 
gion. 

Iranians, Pakistanis and 
Indians account for nearly 
40 per cent of the UAE's 
population of around 2.2 


million. 

Authorities are particu- 
larly concerned over illegal 
immigration on the grounds 
many of those who succeed 
in sneaking in become in- 
dulged in crime after they 
fail to find jobs. They noted 
most of those arrested in 
connection with drug off- 
ences in the past decade 
were Pakistanis and other 
Asians. 
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Rabin’s widow says she wants active role- 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The widow of assassinated Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said she wanted 1 to 1 comeont 
of mourning and take an-active role in public hfe, Ui 
interview published on Tuesday. Leah Rabin, 68, told tbe 
dialy Yediot Aharonot: “We are in mourning for my 
husband, our friend, father and grandfather. But this huge 
wave or sympathv is also sweeping us towards joining t ha 
mass of people, breaking off from our family mournings 
become active again." Israeli commentators have hinted 
that Mrs. Rabin may be asked by her supporters to follow 
her husband into politics. She did not dismiss the idea on^ 
of hand, telling the newspaper that she was not ina position 
to “make plans at the moment. Since the murder of her 
hsuband, Leah Rabin has strongly criticised opposition 
right-wing leader Benjamin Netanyahu for failing to rein in 
his extremist supporters, and has urged the government to 
follow Mr. Rabin's peace policy. 

Israeli leaders lose patience with security 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli politicians lost patience 
Tuesday with the strict security measures imposed on them 
since the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. “I 
hope the measures won't last much longer, said Justice 
Minister David Libai. “I understand that we are all still in: 
shock . but the agents in charge of our security must restririo 
themselves." he told state radio. Since Rabin's murder on 
Nov. 4, cabinet ministers and some Labour leaden have 
been forced to wear bullet-proof vests and have been 
assigned extra body guards. Acting Prime Minister Shimop- 
Peres wore a vest on Sunday when he retraced his steps ui 
the Tel Aviv square where Mr. Rabin was shot by a Jewish 
fanatic to attend a huge memorial for the slain leader. Had 
Mr. Rabin been wearing one of the IsTaeli-made, light vests 
in would have saved his life, police said. Labour Party 
Secretary General Nissim Zviili. said he understood 
remorse and anguish of the security services, but they have; 
to compromise. We can't carry on like this for our contact 
with the people is being hampered.” 

Gir! soldier thrown off base for hailing murder / 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli woman soldier has been 
expelled from two West Bank bases for openly rejoicing at 
the assassinatison of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Israel 
Radio reported Tuesday. The soldier was first asked to 
leave a base near Tulkarem after praising the Jewish fanatic 
who gunned down Mr. Rabin at a peace rally on Nov. 4 in 
Tel Aviv. She then moved ot a base near Nablus, but was 
once more expelled for the same reason. Her name and 
rank were not revealed in the report, which an anny 
spokesman told AFP he was checking. Since then the 
soldier has been stationed in another West Bank base, the 
radio's military correspondent said without stating where. 
According to the radio, she comes from a settler family od 
the West Bnak who said she had been misunderstood. 
Israeli women have to do two years military service, and 
men three. 

Arms dealers arrested in sputh Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police arrested 12 weapons dealers on 
Monday for selling arms to Muslim militants in the south 
Egyptian province of Assiut, police sources said. Police 
netted the dealers in raids in several towns in the province, 
380 kilometres south of Cairo, uncovering » total of 21 I 
machine guns. 15 rifles, four hand grenades and 2.000. 
roudns of ammunition, the sources said. They also found a 
number of other explosives and 15 triggering mechanisms 
in the dealers' homes, they said. The arms merchants hadLj 
specialised in sales to criminal* and Muslim militants 
waging a violent campaign against the state that has left 
over 900 dead since March 1992. police said. 

Bundestag’s vote ‘ obvious mistake Iran 

BONN (AFP) — The German parliament’s vote to 
disinvite Iran's Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati from a 
state-sponsored conference on "Europe and Islam” this 
week in Bonn was "an obvious mistake/' Iran’s embassy 
here said Monday in a communique. “We believe that the 
settling of political or personal accounts should not 
compromise the objectives of rapprochement between the 
Islamic world and Europe/' the communique said. “If the 
Bundestag (Germany's lower hosue of parliament) finds 
that the declarations of Iran's president constitute aa 
incitement to terrorism, it is an obvious mistake." Original- 
ly scheduled for Nov. 15-16. the meeting has been 
postponed after the Bundestag disavowed German Foreign 
Minister Klaus KtnkeJ who organised the conference. 
Besides Mr. Velayati. the foreign ministers of Bosnia- 
Herzergovina. Egypt. Italy. Morocco, Pakistan, Tunisia 
and Turkey were to participate along with 300 or so 
experts. _ 

Spain calls for ratification of EU-Turkey accord 

MADRID (AFP) — Spain, which currently chairs the 
European Union (EU). urged the European Parliament to 
ratify a free trade agreement between Turkey and the EU. 
Speaking after talks with his Turkish counterpart Deniz 
Baykal. Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana said. 
Madrid and the other EU governments were in favourof 
ratifying the accord. Mr. Solana said Turkey bad "aa 
extremely important role in regional stability” and that it 
would be a “big mistake” for the European Parliament nS 
to ratify the customs union agreement. The deal was signed- 
m Brussels in March but must be approved by the 
European Parliament. A vote is expected in December, bat 
the legislature coud put it off because of concerns over 
Turkey's human rights record, especially its treatment of 
the mtnoritv Kurds. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773/U-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:08 People 

14^5 The Ronn Luca? StKw 

15:20 Liza Manclli (live) 

IfcOO Foreigners in Concert 

17:00 Fractals 

17:30 Jcux 

IftW News in French 

1*15 

Magazine — Sports El Musiquc 

1*30 News Headlines 

1*35 

Feature Him: “Outrageous For- 
tune" 

2130 Doe. — Facts About Jordan 

22.-00 News in English 

2 2: 25 .... Feature film: "Top Gun" 
2339 Grace Under Fire 


PRAYER TIMES 

M 39 Fajr 

05:59 (Sunrise) Doha 

11^0 Dhuhr 

14:16 -A*r 

I&41 Maghreb 

18:0! -Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sl. Mir? oT Nazareth Church 
SwcBteb, Td. 810740 
AmnabOca of God Omrch, Tel. 
6327S5. 

St Joseph Omrch Td. 624590. 


Church of tbe Amm ada Ucm Td. 
637440. 

De la SaOe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrrasaacta Church Tel: 6Z2366 
Church of tbe Anmmdatiou Tel. 
623541. 

Auction Chan* Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

A nn c aUa Catbotic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inter na tional Omrch Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Cborch Td: 
824328. 

German -tpealdag Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: W5457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Omrch or Naaarene Td. 673691. 
The Evangelical Local Church is 
Amman 
Tel. 81 1295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise becoming around average with 
temperatures southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be north- 
erly active and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 3/21 

Aqaba 11/25 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Deserts I ' 22 

Jordan Valley 9 ! Zh 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 24. Humidity 
resdinp; Amman 21 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Al As'ad 751672 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 790104 

Dr. Mazcn Nbali 830435 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 7446K5 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascma pharmacy **37055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 6Z3672 

A) Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmcnani pharmacy 637660 

Nniroujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 8476J2 

IRS ID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khatili 273099 
Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijjawi W5445 

Khaliteh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 >11 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 6171(11 

Blood Bank 77S12I 

Highway Police 84341G 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints bOftUU 

Price Complaints 66117ft 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Comptaintt 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls (l 10230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 H 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

KI56T5 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inil. Airport 0H-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husscm Medical Centre |U3HI3'32 


Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaUuv.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmctsani 607071 

Shmcisuni Hospital 669131 

University Hostel 845845 

Al-Muasncr Hospital ..... 667227*9 

The Islamic. A Mali 66M27/37 

AJ-AWi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashh-.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.ftMark* 8VI6II/I5 

Ouccn Alia Hospital ....6022411/50 

Amaf Hospital .....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .^.865199 

ZARQA: 

ZatqaCnvt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikna Modem Hospital (OTJWfWJO 
iJUtD: 

Princes Banna Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (IC)272275 
tint Al Hafres Hospital (02U47IIX) 

AQABA: 

Pniicea Haya Hosptul (113)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77l» information is supplied ht 


Rttyul Jordanian (RJ) inlnrmation 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. U«)SKt»- 
5, where it shtuihl alnan he veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

W*A Aqaba (RJ) 

O&JS Jeddah (RJ) 

WbSS Larnaca.(RJ) 

WJ5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

8WW Damascs(RJ) 

liJO New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IM® Istanbul (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

■I7H» Paris (RJ) 

Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:®® Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

I®:®® Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:0S Rnmc (RJ) 

'8:25 London. Berlin fRJ) 

lfc®5 Rome (RJ) 

22:45 Aqahj (RJ) 

2 3 ;2 ® Beirut (RJ) 

Ofcl® Cairo (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal) 

O** 5 ® Cairn (MS) 

•; Jeddah fSV) 

12:15 ... Karachi. Aha Dhabi (RK) 


Alp>crs(AHl 

Sanaa 1 1 Y) 

2*5 Amsterdam (KL). 

**•*2 London |B A) 

DEPARTURES 

nS^ta2r^r lj,n (rj » 

• • Aqaba (RJ> 

10 : 15 Amsterdam. New York tRJ) 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

{!?? RomcfRJ) 

• Istanbul |Rj | 

li-m Tun,v Ci £»M*,nci t RJ | 

Sg* Colombo (RJ) 

••••• Beirut (RJ) 

R«>adh. Dharhan (RJ) 

Aqaba (Rj) 

J5 NcD,., h , (R j, 

7 ,.,* ' • Ljiru(RJ) 

2;0... Calcutta. Bangkok | RJ, 

££ Dubj,. Muscat (RJ, 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

Beirut (Me, 

MMO London (KJ) 

, 2-00 Cairo (MS) 

21 ,-m ShariqohfAH) 

22:50 ••• Sanaa (IV, 

00:25 UmacalCY). 

Oj-M ' Amsterdam (KL, 

Athens (OA) 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman ... SJlUa.m. every MqWjg 
4 rr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Dep. Damascus 7 JO u.m. every Ssaif 
-Ait. Amman .... 5HBp.ru. every 

market prices 

Uppcrslnwcr price in Hit per te. 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Grape Fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Olives (green) 

Onmn (green) 

Onion (dry) ... 

Orange 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach 

Siring Beans i... 

Tangerine 

Tomato 


. 700/5® 

6* 

& 

170/ 1®- 
_ 27IVI® 

.. i4onw 
22071# 
4l»*' 


!/svM 
.. HWJS; 
iwtf: 
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Trade delegation to head for 
talks in Safaqes, Tunisia 



dismi 



h Murad, 


— iss the • . -- — 

was noting AnfflKW Chamber of Com- 

e the - — ’ ’ 


coerce, will Wednesday 
-—ocu g D[ 3 start an official visit to 
*pr failing ,^'Ttaiisia at the invitation of 


. . . murder 
Seised 


d the govern,^ that country's chambers of 
- industry and trade. 

a u.ul |a a statement on the eve 

n Securjh of the visit, Mr, Murad said 
icians i Q „ (hat Ws delegation will hold 
res “"posed!?* 


oiks on economic and trade 
R ,-r cooperation between 

onger,” sa |J a " ln Ttedaa and Jordan with 
hat w e are »ii v several Tunisian 
=ranty musl ^ 


* Rabin’s 


-abour leaded Industry and Trade 
’Sts and ha V r ?' The delegation is sebed- 
me Minister ukd also to visit several 
retraced his factories , investment pro- 
as shot by 2 jeas sod tourist sites to wit- 
leader k n«s the Tunisian experi- 
• l, gl' 1 meats in various areas, 
he hr According to Mr. Murad, 

^ buuS ‘ the ddgation will also take 
J this for ou?^ P" 1 m “^branons 
* ^ mg the 100th anniversary of 

the establishment of the 
hailing murd* Chamber of Trade and 
u Industry in the city of 
ian soldier hai Safaqes in southern 

sasft"**; 


ministers 
and the chairman of the 
Federation of Chambers of 



Haidar Murad 
Tunisia. 

The visit is the first by a 
Jordanian economic dele- 
gation to Tunisia since the 
the Jordanian-Tunisian 
Higher Committee meeting 
which was held under the 
co-chairmanship of the two 
countries' prime ministers 


last April. 

Mr. Murad said that dis- 
cussions during the visit 
will focus on means of 
increasing the volume of 
trade and on working out a 
mechanism for cooperation 
in trade and economic 
affairs between the private 
sectors of the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Murad said that his 
delegation was expected to 
sign a protocol with the 
Safaqes Chamber of Indus- 
try and Trade during the 
visit . 

The protocol will define 
ureas for cooperation, the 
exchange of information 
and business delegations 
and organising trade fairs to 
promote the sale of national 
goods to either country 

During the April meeting 
in Tunisia, the two sides 
signed agreements on bilat- 
eral cooperation in agricul- 
ture, trade, industry, trans- 
port and tourism. 


Analysts see political parties 
as 'accepting compromises' 


By Lola KeUani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Itzhak Rabin b‘ 
r w as first a^' 
ng the Jewish ft* 
ce rally on Not . 
lear Nablus, buu 
ison. Her nan* t 
?rt, which an t 
ing. Since ifa. 

West Bank baa 
ithout stating vfc 
am a settler Jan* 
been misundn* 
i military seme.. AMMAN — Political par- 
ties, even the “most radi- 
. caT among them, have 

Ifl squth E§ failed in addressing impor- 
tarn political changes, and 
12 weapons dot: accepted compromises 

1 militants in ttav w hich the “conservatives" 

f of the 1950’s would not 
have accepted, according to 
PoKtio* 1 analysts. 

•* ail* “ a sesnioar ' hosted by the 

. , .the Muslim Brotherhood 

■ miStaKS ""*Ziad Abu Ghanimeh, 
described the experience of 
parliaments the political parties as 
Akbar Velayatjn "frustrating" and that they 
irope and Ida" ^ leaving a sig- 

“We bS^ve nurnificam on the “so- 
accounts sW* l^li^ danocraric process 

jehement ba»«"> K ¥’® do ”V : 

imunique saiJ Tslaxmc pnt.es 

> of parliamenu “absent from the arena by 
esident consnn®fbe free will of their politi- 
us mistake." Oiff cal leaders,” Mr. Abu 

2 meeting ^Ghanrmcb said. 

awed German F* The power of Islamic par- 
ised the rooties is slowly diminishing, 
ministers of i£he said, 
co. Pakis ,a >V • “In the old days before 
long with democracy these parties 

were tike the ocean, unfor- 

. ^tunatdy they are turning 

■U-Turkeya^inio a small pool,” he 
. added . 

currency As for the centrist parties, 

iropean * the Ministry of Interior 


- . -riihfi 1416 Ministry 
u Turkey n [^treats (hem as pan of its 
sh count rpj .institutions, Mr. Abu 
JaV,e L in fa wl£ Ghanimeh said adding that 


:nts were m 


; ^parliam^’mem " 

°w e deal was^. "Their secretaries general 
‘ approved & are given the title of gover- 
ned in Decern^ hot, district governor, sub- 
use of con strict head, and commu- 
nally iw tr e3rifli: ™ty chieftain. " he added 


designed and 
the govem- 


sarcastically. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Ghanimeh, leftist panies 
are “all talk and no action” 
and “hum like drones.” 

“Their political stands do 
not differ from any of the 
official stands of the Arab 
governments, for example, 
their position on the peace 
process," Mr. Abu Ghan- 
imah said. 

Jordan needs a political 
Institution, more than polit- 
ics! parties, said Jamal 
Shaer, a former Baath party 
.activist 

This institution would 
have a say in the political 
life such os appointing 
prime ministers, said Dr. 
Shaer, a former minister of 
health. 

"The political panies in 
the parliament have no 
authority and they failed in 
taking effective measures 
to change or even leave a 
significant mark on the 
political life in the coun- 
try’” he said. 

“Their loud screams are 
heard", he added, but they 
make no attempts to amend 
certain articles in the Con- 
stitution in order to increase 
the parliament’s authority. 
Dr. Shaer said 

"The Jordanian Constitu- 
tion in. its present status is 
one of the worst constitu- 
tions in the world Articles 
that were added to the Con- 
stitution in 1976 and 1957 
should be reviewed" he 
said 

He disagreed with Mr. 
Abu Ghanimeh’s descrip- 
tion of the secretaries gen- 
eral of the centrist panies 
and the role Islamic panies 
can play in Jordanian polit- 
ical life. 

“Centrist panies reflect 
the traditional institutions 
in Jordan,"he said. 


"And Islamic parties in 
the Kingdom are the largest 
political movement and do 
have influence." he said. 

But he stressed the need 
for pluralism and democra- 
cy in Jordan, as the only 
path for development. 

Abdullah Nakrash, a 
political analyst, said polit- 
ical parties in Jordan are 
personalised, based on 
political “salons" and per- 
sonal schools of thought, 
which have lost the charac- 
teristic of the political 
struggle of the 1950*s, 

“These panies are like 
those of the 1930’s, in 
which the leader is a 
Pasha,” Dr. Nakrash said. 

These parties, be said, 
operate from a mediator 
framework in order to mar- 
ket themselves in the coun- 
try- 

"Left, right and centre 
adopt the ideas of pan-Ara- 
bism and Islam, nothing 
distinguishes them from 
one another,” Dr.Nakrash 
said. 

Membership in these par- 
ties is not attracted by polit- 
ical programmes or plat- 
forms but rather depends 
upon the charisma of the 
secretary general, he said. 

Dr. Nakrash added that as 
a result of the political 
experience in the last four 
decades, political parties in 
Jordan are being excluded 
from the political debate. 

“Debate in Jordan is 
direct, between the leader- 
ship and the citizens, it does 
not go through political 
parties," he said. 

The seminar was the last 
in a series in which 17 
political party leaders par- 
ticipated in assessing their 
contribution to Jordanian 
public life, said DtNazam 
Asaf, director of the IJCRI. 



Floats and decorated vehicles Tuesday parade through Amman in festivities mark- 
ing the 60th birthday of His Majesty King Hussein (Petra photo) 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 15, 1995 


groups mark King's birthday with parades 


AMMAN (Petra) The Jor- 
danian Society of Cardiac 
and Thoracic Surgery 
Tuesday organised a spon- 
sored march under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor as pan of the 
country’s celebrations of 
His Majesty King Huss- 
sein’s 60th birthday. 

Deputising for the queen. 
HRH Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid, the Chief Chamber- 
lain, led die procession of 
students from the Al Hus- 
sein Sports City to the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Another march was held 
under the patronage of 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi and proceeded 
along some of Amman's 
main streets. 

Dr. Abbadi said, in an 
address at the start of the 
march which kicked off 
.from the Royal Cultural 
Centre, that the march is 
an expression of people's 
joy on the happy occasion 
of the King’s birthday.. 

Representatives of vari- 
ous public and private 
organisations and large 
crowds who took part in 
the march carried posters, 
Jordanian flags and the 
King's portrait, and several 
folklore groups presented 
national songs along the 
marchers’ route . 

The march was organised 
by a local firm in coopera- 
tion with Amman Munici- 
pality. 



Citizens Tbesday march through the streets of Amman in celebration of His Majesty King Hussein's 60th birth- 
day (Petra photo) 


Survey reveals men are in favour of women working 

Majority of poll sample believe men should share in house chores 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

■wsr • 

AMMAN — Who said Jor- 
danians do not like women 
to work? 

According to a recent 
study, a clear majority of 
Jordanian men and women 
approve of women working 
before and after marriage. 

Not only ihat, Jordanians, 
from all walks of life, also 
approved of men's partici- 
pation in domestic work, 
the study said. 

Seventy-two per cent of 
the sample, selected ran- 
domly hrom all parts of the 
Kingdom to sound out the 
public's perception towards 
women working and 
women's aspirations, 
showed great desire in see- 
ing women involved in 
various vocations and tak- 
ing part in activities outside 
the house. 

Asked why they approved 
of women working, 83 per 
cent of the sample pointed 
to financial reasons. 

But work as a means of 
promoting women’s self- 
confidence and indepen- 
dence was approved of by 
only 33 of the males and 1 1 
of the female respondents. 

The majority of the sam- 
ple favoured women work- 
ing because of the benefits 
that come with the addi- 
tional income. 

In addition, a majority of 
the sample opted for certain 
vocations, such education, 
weaving and nursing, as the 
best fields for a woman to 
enter. 

Of the respondents 54 per 
cent said (bey would 
approve of women working 
if die work atmosphere was 
not mixed (i.e., male and 
female). 

Also, only 19 per cent of 
the sample said women 
were able to work under the 
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Young women learn to sew at a vocational training establishment (File photo) 


same conditions as men. 

“It is not suiprising,” said 
Musa Shuteiwi, team leader 
of the research group that 
conducted the survey. “Jor- 
danians approve of women 
working, but under certain 
conditions." 

“it would not be surpris- 
ing if we look at the same 
sample's reaction towards 
religion’s stand vis-a-vis 
women's work and role in 
, the society” he added. 

“There is no contradic- 
tion, Jordanians believe, 
between religious teachings 
and women working." 

On the contrary, 72.8 per 


cent of the sample believe 
that religion encourages 
women to work. 

Although the percentage 
of women who thought 
Islamic sharia does not 
stand in the way of women 
working was higher than 
the men questioned, with 
78 per cent in comparison 
with 67 per cent of men, 
the overall assessment 
remains high, said Dr. 
Shuteiwi, a sociologist. 

The study, conducted by 
the Ministry of Planning 
and funded by the United 
Nations Population Fund, 
were selected randomly to 


represent Jordanian fami- 
lies from Amman, Zarqa, 
Balqa, Irbid, Mafraq, 
Karak, Tafileb, and Ma'an. 

It also represented differ- 
ent ages, both sexes and 
varied social and profes- 
sional backgrounds. 

Although the sample 
showed that 76 per cent 
approve of women work- 
ing, on 52 per cent approve 
of women working after 
having cbtithto. 

A surprising result of Ac 
survey regarding JovAm- 
ian’s perception of men 
helping out in domestic 
work. More than 70 per 


cent of men and 77 per cent 
of women believe men 
should help out in house- 
hold chores. 

“Whether they actually do 
it or not is another story!” 
Dr. Shuteiwi said. 

"It (men doing domestic 
chores) is not highly applic- 
able in the Jordanian soci- 
ety because of the fact that 
most women do not work," 
he added. “And. women do 
■ot work because they are 
die first to be influenced by 
due high rale of unemploy- 
ment. . .it is a vicious cir- 
cle." 



FILM 

* "Four Weddings and a Funeral," at the British Council at 7:00 p.m. 

BAZAAR 

•Marking His Majesty King Hussein's 60th Birthday at the Social 
Institute for Orphan's Care, Bayadir Whdi Seer. 

LECTURE 

• (In Arabic) by Iraqi artist Ismail Fattah on his exhibition at Darat 
Al Funua Jabal Luweibdeh at 5:30 p.m. 

* "Max und Moritz" (in Arabic and German) by Mahdi Hammad 
and Dr. Dieter Glade at Schneller School at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• U.N. photo exhibition on the occasion of the U.N.'s 50th anniver 


saxy, "The U.N. through the eyes of its staff," at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Gallery, Jabal Amman through Nov.23. 

• Pakistani-made products at Al Bassam Hall, King Abdullah Gar- 
dens. 

• Marks by Jordanian and Iran Mb atOrfaH Art Gallery. 

“ Works by Akzam AMel jhrinr - at I— fr i tu to Cervantes, Jabal 

Amman. 

•Works bv Dodi Tafea'a i nlilbiibt^ainiuw Graphiques 93-95" at 
the French Cultural Centre. * 

• Sculptures & paintings by Iraqi Artist Ismail Fattah, and a retro- 

S jectfve exhibition of sculptures & drawings by Mona Saudi at 
arat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh 

•Metal works by Ammar Khammash at Liwan, off Wadi Saqra 
Street Also displaying all kinds of handicrafts. (Tel. 699141) 









4 World News 


Nigeria gets no respite 


in row over executions 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria 
remained under siege 
Tuesday from the interna- 
tional community over its 
execution of nine minority 
rights activists including 
author Ken Saro-Wiwa. 

More countries continued 
to recall their top diplomats 
from Lagos, the latest being 
Brazil and fellow OPEC 
member Venezuela, in 
protest at the hanging last 
Friday of the activists. 

In tit-for-tat retaliation, 
Nigeria Monday recalled its 
ambassadors from abroad 
for similar action by many 
countries, including the 
United States and former 
colonial power Britain. 

Saro-Wiwa and his associ- 
ates were members of tbe 
Movement for the Survival 
of Ogoni Peoples (MOSOP) 
and were sentenced over the 
murder of four chiefs in oil- 
producing Ogoniland. 

Their execution drew 
worldwide anger and 
Nigeria was suspended 
from the Commonwealth, 


which groups Britain and its 
former colonies. 

In a statement from tbe 
capital Abuja Monday 
night, Nigeria's government 
said the suspension was at 
variance with the foots of 
the matter which led to it. 

“Government is studying 
the full decisions of tbe 
Commonwealth heads of 
government and will 
respond appropriately in 
accordance with our nation- 
al aspirations, interest, dig- 
nity and self-respect,” said 
the statement issued by 
David Attah. the spokesman 
of military ruler General 
Sani Abacba. 

“The government and 
people of Nigeria will patri- 
otically confront this chal- 
lenge to the course we have 
charted, for the full and 
unimpeded realisation of 
the programme.” 

Nigeria, Africa’s most 
populous nation, has been in 
turmoil since 1993 when tbe 
army aouUed the vote to 
restore democracy. Gen. 


Abac ha seized power in the 
anarchy that followed the 
annulment. 

Last month, he announced 
a three-year transition pro- 
gramme for a return to civil- 
ian rule. The Common- 
wealth has demanded that 
be shows convincing evi- 
dence of restoring democra- 
cy within the next two years 
or Nigeria would be 
expelled from the associa- 
tion. . 

More trouble loomed for 
tbe west African nation 
Tuesday over the executions 
as the European Union 
scheduled an emergency 
session of its executive to 
discuss stronger sanctions 
against Nigeria. 

Pressure groups and lead- 
ing world figures 1 ike 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
continued to call for an 
embargo on Nigeria's crude 
oil, its economic backbone 
but this did not seem likely. 

Saro-Wiwa had led a cam- 
paign for self-determination 
for the 500,000-strong 


Ogoni ethnic minority and 
to gain compensation from 
oil firms for environmental 
damage to their homeland 
for oil exploitation there by 
foreign oil companies since 
1954. 

The West had objected to 
the trial of tbe men by a spe- 
cial tribunal. But Nigeria 
countered that this proce- 
dure was not new. 

Justice Minister and 
Attorney-General Michael 
Agbamuche said on state 
television that tbe West was 
applying double standards 
by demanding the death 
penalty for drug-related 
offences while condemning 
the death sentences on the 
Ogoni activists. 

State television Monday 
also reported demonstra- 
tions it said had taken place 
in Akwa Ibom state in the 
south. Abuja and and Niger 
state in the north in support 
of Gen. Abacha's govern- 
ment 


Russian shelling kills 2 in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian forces killed two 
Chechen civilians and 
wounded three others dur- 
ing shelling of rebel-held 
areas of the breakaway 
republic, Interfax News 
Agency reported Tuesday, 
citing Chechen separatists. 

Russian forces fired shells 
and rockets at tbe rebel-held 
villages of Achkhoi Martan. 
Orekhovo and Staiy Ach- 
khoi in western Chechenya, 
said officials loyal to 
Chechen independence 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

They charged Russian 
forces bad opened fire 49 
times in the pa£t 24' hours. 

The villages cffDargO and 
Benoi in the southeastern 
district of Vedeno also came 
under fire, the officials said, 
adding that Russian heli- 
copter gUDShips carried out 
four attacks in the Achkhoi 
Martan and Sbali areas. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the casualty 
figures. 

Meanwhile a Russian sol- 
dier was killed in the 
Chechen capital Grozny 
overnight Monday during a 


separatist attack on his mili- 
tary post, the federal com- 
mand told Interfax. 

Federal positions came 
under fire 26 times, 19 of 
them in Grozny, the com- 
mand said. 

Separately, in eastern 
Chechenya, near the border 
with Dagestan, nine freight 
wagons were derailed after 
a section of railway track 
was blown up between 
Nizhny Gerzil and 
Nuradilovo, Interfox said, 
adding that there were no 
casualties. 

A demilitarisation accord 
signed on July 30 has been 
frequently violated by bodf 
sides. 

In a separate development 
Tuesday, Movladi Udugov, 
information minister in the 
breakaway Chechen gov- 
ernment. accused the 
Russians of refusing to pro- 
vide a list of 145 Chechens 
due to be exchanged for 14 
captive Russian soldiers, 
Interfax reported. 

He said the separatists bad 
also presented the Russians 
with a list of 1,438" other 
Chechen detainees but the 


Russians had foiled to con- 
firm that they were holding 
any of them. 

Meanwhile, Chechen mil- 
itary Commander Aslan 
Maskhadov dismissed a 
report that Doku Zavgayev, 
tire new pro-Moscow 
Chechen leader in Grozny, 
had met separatist field 
commanders. The report 
originated from Mr. Zav- 
gayev’s office. 

Commander Maskhadov 
said no such meeting could 
take place without his per- 
mission, Interfax reported. 

Between 15,000 and 
30.000 people, mostly civil- 
ians, have been killed since 
December last year when 
Russian troops launched an 
air and ground blitz against 
Chechen independence 
utters. 

The European Commis- 
sion announced Tuesday 
that it had approved a win- 
ter aid programme for 
Chechenya worth six mil- 
lion ECUs ($4.6 million) to 
cover uigent food, medical 
and shelter needs over the 
next six months. 


Kohl inspects Chinese army division 


YANGCUN, China (R) — 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl made a landmark 
inspection Tuesday of a 
division of China’s People’s 
Liberation Army, winning 
China's welcome for the 
move toward normalising 
military ties. 

Mr. Kohl had asked not to 
be shown overt military 
exercises by the army 
whose bloody suppression 
of student demonstrators in 
Beijing in June 1989 
prompted many countries, 
including Germany, to 
freeze military relations 
with China, officials said. 

German government 
spokesman Peter Hausmann 
described tbe tour as “an 
information visit”. 

“Currently military to mil- 
itary ties are gradually 
returning to normal,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
told reporters Monday, and 
praised what he called 
Germany’s correct analysis 
that China will remain sta- 
ble. 

A military brass band of 
the 196th Infantry Division 
of the Tianjin Garrison 
played when Mr. Kohl 
arrived on the second day of 
a five-day trip to China to 
inspect the barracks for its 
12.000 men at Yangcun, 


between Beijing and the 
port city of Tianjin. 

Major General Jin Reoxie 
welcomed Mr. Kohl to tbe 
garrison and gave him a 
tour of the soldiers’ living 
quarters while young 
recruits showed, off their 
skills in- Chinese martial 
arts, leaping and throwing 
themselves to the ground in 
perfect unison on a parade 
ground in from of the bar- 
racks. 

Mr Kohl chatted with tbe 
Chinese officers and said he 
hoped the leaders of the two 
armies would be able to 
learn more about each other, 
German official sources 
said. 

After viewing the sol- 
diers’ bunks and inspecting 
their ranks of weapons, Mr. 
Kohl visited the Living 
Services Centre of die garri- 
son where soldiers run a 
form that keeps them virtu- 
ally self-sufficient and even 
sells produce on the market 

The German chancellor 
tasted the breakfast of a sol- 
dier, nibbling on a deep- 
fried dough-stick that 
Chinese dip into steaming 
soybean milk for their 
morning meal. 

Towering above the 
German visitor at the 
entrance to tbe barracks was 
a statue of Chairman Mao 


Tse-Tung. with an inscrip- 
tion rending: “always in the 
heart of the army.” 

“The army is founded on 
the people, this is where we 
come from.” one Chinese 
officer told Mr. Kohl during 
his tour. 

Mr. Kohl had requested 
the visit to the showcase 
division, sparking accusa- 
tions at home that be is 
restoring the good name of 
the Chinese military that 
crushed the pro-democracy 
protests in 1989. 

Bonn government sources 
say Germany does not wish 
to normalise military rela- 
tions with China — still 
subject to a European Union 
arms embargo — and that 
the 196th division took no 
part in the Tiananmen mas- 
sacre. 

They say Bonn simply 
wants to match the United 
States in its level of military 
cooperation with Beijing by 
exploring ways to work 
together on military medi- 
cine or training methods. 

Mr. Kohl met Chinese 
leaders Monday, and pre- 
sented Premier Li Peng with 
a plea from the German 
Catholic Church for better 
treatment of Catholics in 
atheist China and with a list 
of 15 imprisoned Chinese 
dissidents. 


Aristide, 
U.N. call 


for order 


as protests 


spread 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide called for order 
Monday as violence spread 
into Haiti’s countryside, 
and the United Nations 
pledged help to curb a citi- 
zen's ’ disarmament cam- 
paign that turned nasty. 

.■•There is a possibility to 
gel out of control. There is 
a possibility for. provoca- 
tion," said Mr. Aristide of 
the latest protests. “We will 
never accept one or the 
other.” 

U.N. special envoy 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi, calling 
weapons searches by civil- 
ians illegal, said the United 
Nations would not contin- 
ue to look idly by. “We 
cannot help the population 
commit illegal acts,” said 
Mr. Ibrahimi. 

*X)nly the police can 
search vehicles, only tbe 
police can conduct search- 
es.. .These roadblocks will 
be dismantled. Police and 
only police will do this 
job.” 

Mr. Ibrahimi said tbe 
United Nations would help 
Haitian police operate 
roadblocks and carry out 
search warrants once they 
took control of the situa- 


tion. 

Haiti erupted into sponta- 
neous street protests 
Saturday after Mr. Aristide 
gave an angry speech at the 
funeral of his cousin, law- 
maker Jean-Hubert FeuilJe, 
who was assassinated last 
week. 

Although violence dimi- 
nished in the capital it 
spread into rural areas 
where many Aristide sup- 
porters are angry that he 
cannot run for re-election 
in the Dec. 17 poll. 

Violence peaked in the 
town of Gonaives, located 
177 kilometres north of the 
capital where at least four 
people were killed Monday 
by protesters and 15 homes 
burned down, U.N. offi- 
cials said. 

Barricades were set up at 
the entrance of Gonaives 
and residents were seen 
rounding up former army 
supporters and tying them 
up before handing them 
over to police. 
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French Prime Minister Alain Jnppe gestures during the opening of a parliament 
debate on cutting France’s huge welfare deficit (AFP photo) 


French demonstrate against Juppe reforms 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
workers planned nation- 
wide demonstrations Tues- 
day to defend the debt-rid- 
den social security system 
as Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe’s plan to reform it 
came under flak from lead- 
ers of his conservative 
coalition. 

As Juppe prepared to put 
the plan, full details of 
which have yet to be 
revealed, to a parliamentary 
vote of confidence 
Wednesday, the prime min- 
ister came under criticism 
from former Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur and back- 
ets of the defeated presiden- 
tial candidate. 

Headed by their national 
trade union leaders, march- 
es were to be staged in Paris 
and other big cities in a day 
of action to protest the 
reforms. In the Mediter- 
ranean port of Marseille, 
Marc Blondel. leader of the 
independent trade union 
Force Ouvriere, led a march 
of up to 6,000 people. 

Mr. Blondel accused the 
government of planning to 
“break the system for the 
sake of book-keeping." 

A strike call in the Paris 
Metro caused uneven dis- 
ruption. with 75 per cent of 
services being provided, but 
the railway system was 
unaffected. The Eiffel 
Tower opened late to visi- 
tors after a one-hour strike 
by staff. 

Ferry sailings to the 
Mediterranean Is fond of 
Corsica and local train and 


bus services were disrupted 
in Marseille although high- 
speed TGV trains ran nor- 
mally. 

There were some delays 
in Bights at several airports, 
including Orly, south of 
Paris, after management 
reduced air control capacity 
as a precaution. But air con- 
trollers worked normally 
and the delays were expect- 
ed to be made up. 

Trade unions went ahead 
with the day of action 
despite receiving assur- 
ances from Labour and 
Social Affairs Minister 
Jacques Barrot during talks 
over the weekend that some 
drastic measures had been 
dropped. 

These included a non- 
reimbursable special pre- 
scription charge and a 
reform of civil servants’ 


pension system. 

A new tax to finance the 
social security system’s 
accumulated debt of 230 
billion francs (S46 billion) 
was believed to have been 
reduced in size and spread 
over a longer period. 

Force Ouvriere called 
Monday for a 24-hour gen- 
eral strike on Nov. 28 to 
protest the reforms and was 
expected to be joined by the 
Communist-led CGT onion 
and probably by the pro- 
Socialist CFDT. 

All labour unions mount- 
ed a general strike last 
month by five million pub- 
lic sector workers in protest 
at a wage freeze. 

Opening the parliamen- 


tary debate on the welfare 
reforms Monday. Mr. Juppe 
called for unity among the 
conservative coalition, but 
Mr. Balladur. who has 
regained significant politi- 
cal influence and recovered 
from his presidential defeat, 
warned Monday against 
imposing extra contribu- 
tions to finance the reforms. 

“We must proceed ... not 
by continually increasing 
taxes, but by bringing 
expenditure under control 
and refusing all new 
expenses which are not 
financed,” he said in an 
opinion piece in the daily 
Le Monde. 

Speaking in the debate 
late Monday. Mr. Bahadur's 
former budget minister and 
campaign spokesman, 
Nicolas Sarkozy, warned of 
the “risk of halting growth” 
if a new tax was created. . 

Another Bahadur support, 
neo-Gaullist Deputy 
Philippe Auberger. warned 
Tuesday against “costly 
new benefits.” referring to a 
dependent persons’ 
allowance that has been 
promised by Mr. Juppe. 

The allowance, if it is 
voted by parliament, will be 
one of the few presidential 
campaign promises made 
by President Jacques Chirac 

to have been kept. 

Reduction of public 
deficits has been set as a top 
priority by Mr. Chirac. 
Deficits must be reduced to 
three percent of GNP to 
qualify for the single 
European cun-eocy in 1999. 


China stresses vigilance against Japan 


SEOUL (R) — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin 
warned against a resurgence 
of Japanese militarism 
Tuesday and joined bis 
South Korean counterpart 
Kim Young-Sam in chastis- 
ing Tokyo for its view of 
history. 

Wading into a row 
between Korea and Japan, 
Mr. Jiang told a joint news 
conference with Mr. Kim: 
“We must be vigilant 
against a Japanese militarist 
minority." 

“Although half a century 
has passed since the end of 
a war between China and 
Japan, some Japanese 
politicians still have a 
wrong historical view," Mr. 
Jiang said “Japan should 
have a correct view of histo- 


ry- 


“The key problem is 
whether Japan recognises 
that the war was an act of 
agression.” be said, adding 
that Beijing wants to 
improve ties with Tokyo. 

Mr. Jiang’s comments fol- 
lowed a 1-1/2 hour meeting 
with Mr. Kim that touched 
on the Japan- Korea row, 
which at one point threat- 
ened a summit between Mr. 
Kim and Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Mura- 
yama at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Coope-ration 
(APEC) Forum in Osaka 
Saturday. 

Mr. Kim told the 'news 
conference: “We will cor- 


rect Japan's bad habits”. 

Mr. Murayama sparked 
fury in South Korea last 
month by saying a 1910 
annexation treaty which 
began 35 years of Japanese 
colonial rule over the then 
united Korean peninsula 
was signed in a technically 
legal way. He later amended 
his remarks. 

Japanese cabinet Minister 
Takami Eto rubbed salt into 
the wound by saying Japan 
did “good things” under 
colonialism. Mr. Eto 
resigned Monday, salvaging 
the Osaka summit 

Mr. Kim noted Japanese 
leaders had made similarly 
offensive remarks on about 
30 occasions since the end 
of colonial rule. 

“We will show them that 
our government is different 
from past military-backed 
governments,” said Mr. 
Kim. who was elected as 
Seoul's first civilian head of 
state in three decades in 
1992. 

The comments by Mr. 
Jiang and Mr. Kim under- 
line uneasiness in a number 
of Asian capitals over 
Japan's efforts to play a 
greater leadership role in 
the region. Tokyo’s hosting 
of the APEC meeting is a 
part of that effort 

South Korea and China 
both suffered the horrors of 
Japanese military occupa- 
tion and their relations with 
Tokyo are still bedevilled 


by Japan’s wartime past. 

Mr. Jiang arrived Monday 
accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen and 
other senior Chinese lead- 
ers. Diplomats see the visit 
as signalling Beijing's new 
intimacy with Seoul and its 
cooling towards 

Pyongyang. 

Mr. Jiang, the first 
Chinese president ever to 
visit South Korea, told 
reporters his talks with Mr. 
Kim were “friendly and 
serious” and the two agreed 
on many bilateral issues. T 
am satisfied with the results 
of the meeting.” he said. 

Mr. Kim said the two 
leaders agreed a peace 
treaty to conclude formally 
the 1950-53 fratricidal 
Korean War should be 
worked out between die two 
Koreas and in the meantime 
an amiistice treaty should 
remain in force. 

Pyongyang, Beijing’s tra- 
ditional Communist ally, is 
pressing for a peace accord 
with Washington to replace 
the armistice treaty. Its goal 
is apparently to drive a 
wedge between Seoul and 
its main ally, the United 
States. 

Korean businesses have 
poured several billion dol- 
lars into China since 1992, 
and Mr, Kim said the lead- 
ers agreed to boost this fur- 
ther and concentrate in par- 
ticular on aerospace devel- 
opmem and nuclear energy. 


Early official returns show Arzu leading Guatemala vote 


GUATEMALA CITY (AP) 
— Conservative business- 
man Alvaro Arzu took a big 
lead in first official returns 
from Guatemala’s presiden- 
tial election, but it was 
unclear late Sunday whether 
be could claim victory with- 
out a runoff. 

Early results indicated 
turnout may have been less 
than 30 per cent in 
Guatemala’s third civilian 
presidential election in 10 
years, despite a truce called 


by rebels eager to work with 
a new government to end 
three decades of fighting. 

Mr. Arzu, a popular for- 
mer mayor of Guatemala 
City and former foreign 
minister, had been the clear 
front-runner in a field of 19 
candidates. 


Official returns from 174 
of the country's 6,348 
precincts showed Mr. Arzu 
with 25,096 votes or 61.05 
per cent against 7.104 votes 


or 17.4 per cent for his near- 
est chaifenger, Alfonso 
Portillo, election authorities 
reported. 

The only leftist party tak- 
ing pan, tbe new Guatemala 
Democratic Front led by 
candidate Jorge Gonzalez 
Del Valle, had 2.740. votes 
or 6.07 per cent for a sur- 
prisingly strong third in the 
preliminary results. 

The returns were all from 
the capital. Mr. Arzu’s 
power base. 


Mr. Arzu, of the National 
Advanced Party, must 
receive more than half the 
votes to win outright, or he 
faces a runoff with his near- 
est rival on Jan. 7. The win- 
ner will be sworn in on Jan. 
14, Mr. Arzu’s 50th birth- 
day, for a four-year term. 


Guatemalans also were 
electing a vice president. 80 
members of the National 
Legislature, 300 mayors and 
20 members of the Central 


American Parliament. 

Pre-election polls had 
shown Mr. Arzu with about 
double the support of Mr. 
Portillo, a former congress- 
man of the Guatemalan 
Republican Front. 

Only an hour after the 
polls closed, telephone 
operators at Mr. Arzu’s 
National Advanced Party 
were answering the phones 
with a cheerful “winning 
party, how can I help you?" 

Voting passed with no 


incidents reported. Final 
official results weren’t 
expected until midweek. 


In addition to making 
peace with the rebels, the 
next president will be 
expected io reduce the polit- 
ical power of Guatemala’s 
military, revive a sluggish 
economy and combat ram- 
pant corruption and high 
crime. 

As a goodwill gesture, 
leftist National Revo-Iution- 


ary Unity rebels not only 
called a 12-day ceasefire to 
end at midnight Monday, 
but left their mountain hide^ 
outs to urge people in towns 
and villages to vote. 

The rebels spurned elec- 
tions until this year. They 
hope the next president will 
make more progress in 
U.N .-mediated talks to end 
a 34-year-old insurrection 
that has claimed 140,000 
lives. 


1st Beatles single 
for 25 years under 
guard 


LONDON (R) — The 
Beatles’ first single record- 
ing for 25 years is being 
kept under armed guard 
abroad until its worldwide 
release on Dec. 4, their 
record company said in 
London. Beatlemania 
looks set for a revival now 
that the three surviving 
Beatles have come togeth- 
er to record Free As A Bird, 
a John Lennon song that 
Lennon put on tape three 
years before he was killed 
by a gunman outside his 
New York apartment in 
19S0. Lennon's widow, 
Yoko Ono, gave a tape of 
the unfinished song to Paul 
McCartney, George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr, 
who returned to tbe record- 
ing studio for tbe first time 
in a quarter of a century to 
recreate the sound of the 
world’s most famous 
group. 


Seed comes to life 
after 1,200-year 
wait 


LOS ANGELES (R) - 
Scientists studying the ori- 
gins of life have germinat- 
ed the oldest known seed 
ever found, a 1,200-year- 
old lotus seed from China, 
they reported. “A little seed 
that slept for more than 
1.000 years sprouted in 
four days just like its mod- 
em sibling,” said plant 
physiologist Jane Shen- 
Miller of the University of 
California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA). In addition to tbe 
1, 200-year-old seed, three 
other ancient lotus seeds 
were germinated by the 
UCLA team and dated by 
radiocarbon techniques. 
One was more than 600 
years old and another more 
than 300 the age of the 
fourth was not known. 


There’s life 
beyond Cheers for 
Kirstie Alley 


BEVERLY HILLS, Cali- 
fornia (R) — As far as 
Kirstie Alley is concerned, 
you can forget about any 
on-screen reunions of the 
classic television comedy 
Cheers. “God, I hope not, J 
bate reunions,” exclaimed 
the actress who played tbe 
manager of America’s 
favourite bar for six years. 
Scolding a reporter for 
even suggesting such a 
thing, she said: “What are 
you reuniting? To me a 
reunion show of any kind 
is so everyone can go ‘ob, 
look at him, he’s bald,’ and 
‘look at her...’ it’s a com- 
parison of physical attrib- 
utes." Art cannot be recre- 
ated, she says. “They 
(shows) stand on their 
own.. .It is what it was, like 
•goodbye, let it go.’” 


Four Weddings 
And A Funeral 
keeps F-word 


LONDON (R) — An anti- 
porn campaigner has called 
for a ban on the first British . 
television screening of the ..; 
hit movie Four Weddings . 
And A Funeral because 
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Mexican election 
campaign sours 
over chocolate 


MORELIA, Mexico CR) — 

In a potential election 
scandal quickly dubbed 
“operation bonbon", 
Mexico’s ruling Instir 
tutional Revolutionary. .. 
Party (PRI) was accused of 
handing out boxes rf_ 
chocolates to woo voters^ 
Leftist leaders of tbeoppo-^ 
sition Democratic Revo- 
lution Party (PRD) showed^; 
reporters packing cases 
of chocolates, which 
said they had seized fto^4 
PRI officials caug ht 
handed in a poor subuA^^.ft 
southern Morelia. The 
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Shuttle installs docking tunnel for Mir rendezvous 


LES (R, _ 
lying the on- 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
TV five astronauts aboard 
the U.S. space shuttle 
Atlantis installed a five- 
metre (15- foot) docking 
Dinnri to the spacecralt 
gtrminaj. Friday that will be 
tJJJ used in its linkup with the 
f^'^Hear- Russian Mir space station 
f&om Chini Wednesday. 

A little seed The crew used the shut- 
r more than tie's Canadian-made robot 
arm to install the 4.5- tonne. 
Russian-made module that 
will remain attatebed to Mir 
a the end of the space mis- 
Universiry of sioo, tbe National 
Los Angeles Aeronautics and Space 
Edition to the Administration (NASA) 
3 seed, three said, 
lotus 


sprouted j D 
like its mod- 
said plan: 
Jane Shen- 


Tbe new docking station 
will allow for easier linkups 
and access between ships 
when construction begins 
on an international space 
station, space agency offi- 
cials say. Five other docking 
missions are planned bv 
1997. 

The shuttle, carrying four 
U.S. astronauts and a 
Canadian. blasted off 
Sunday on an eight-day 
mission in the next big step 
toward building an interna- 
tional outpost in space. 

Tbe first joining of a U.S. 
space shuttle with Mir came 
last July. Atlantis is sched- 
uled to detach from Mir 


Saturday. 

The Atlantis-Mir mission 
is also an unprecedented 
gathering in space of astro- 
nauts of four different 
nationalities — US, Cana- 
dian, Russian, and German. 

In addition to (he docking 
tunnel. Atlantis will also 
deliver to Mir water and 
other materials, including 
two new solar panels. One 
is Russian-made and the 
other a joint effort by 
Russians and Americans. 

The Atlantis astronauts 
will study why weightless- 
ness contributes to hack 
pain, severe muscle atrophy, 
and kidney stones and will 
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vaccinate themselves to see 
how fast the immune sys- 
tem responds in weightless- 
ness. 

Commanding the Atlantis 
is Ken Cameron, joined by 
the pilot James Hassell and 
astronauts Jerry Ross and 
William McArthur as well 
as Hadfield. 

They will meet up in 
space with Mir crew mem- 
bers Yuri Guid 2 enko and 
Sergei Avdeyev, both 
Russians, and Thomas 
Reiter, a German astronaut 
from the European Space 
Agency. 


U.N.: Tens of thousands of 
species doomed to vanish 

WASHINGTON (R) — Human behaviour is condemning 
tens of thousands of plants and animals to extinction, sci- 
entists from 50 countries said Tuesday in a report meant to 
spur nations into protecting biodiversity. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
sad in its global diversity assessment, prepared for an 
Llfrrnational biodiversity conference in Indonesia, that the 
world had 13 million to 14 million species. This was the 
most accurate estimate to date, it said. • 

Of that total, just 13 per cent or about 1.75 million 
species have been scientifically described. Potential uses of 
species for food, medicine and to sustain ecosystems are 
largely unknown, tbe assessment said. 

Because of loss or conversion of wildlife habitat world- 
wide, it said, tens of thousands of species were sure to van- 
ish with no possible action to prevent iL 
“The reason for doing the report was for the first time 
ever to get more than a thousand of the world's best known 
scientists to speak with one voice' to influence policymak- 
ers in Jakarta to take effective action ” said R.T. Watson, 
project chairman and an associate director at tbe White 
House Office of Science and Technology Policy. 

"The goal ... was to assess the importance of biodiversity 
to humankind and point oat bow we are losing biodiversi- 
ty at a truly alarming rate,” Mr. Watson told Reuters. 

Flowering plants and vertebrate animals are disappearing 
at 50 to TOO times the average expected natural rate, tbe 
report said. At least 5,400 animals and 4,000 plants of the 
catalogued species faced extinction, it added.- • 

Over the next 25 years, tropical forests could lose species 
at 1,000 to 10,000 times the natural rate. Even if some 
threatened species survive, the report said, many would 
lose distinct populations or genetic differences. 


Rescuers seek hundreds 
caught in Nepal snow 

KATHMANDU (R) — 

Rescuers in helicopters 
searched Tuesday for hun- 
dreds of foreign trekkets 
trapped in the Himalayan 
mountains by heavy snow- 
fall after at least 42 people 
died in one of Nepal’s worst 
avalanche disasters. 

Seventeen foreigners 
were among the 42 who 
died over the weekend. 

A huge avalanche buried 
26 people including 13 
Japanese near Mount Eve- 
rest Seventeen others inc- 
luding an Irish woman, two 
Canadians and a German 
died as houses collapsed 
and were buried under two 
metres of snow elsewhere 
in Nepal. 

On Monday eight heli- 
copters plucked 237 people, 
including 1 1 1 foreigners, to 
safety after bad weather and 
poor visibility delayed res- 
cue operations. 

‘This is the first time that 
such a large trekking area 
has been hit by disaster.” 
government spokesman 
Prachanda Man Shrestha 
said. 


Government officials said 
hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands. of foreign irekkers 
had set out on hiking expe- 
ditions across the Hima- 
layan kingdom before the 
freak snow storm, churned 
op by a cyclone in the Bay 
of Bengal, hit the region. 

November is the peak 
season for trekkers. Some 
9,000 foreigners registered 
in the three weeks to Nov. 8 
for trekking expeditions. 

About 2,700 said they 
planned to go to the Everest 
region, while 3,200 were 
headed to Annapurna area 
and another 300 to the 
Kanchenjunga region. 

Officials said they did not 
know exactly how many 
trekkers, guides and porters 
had been trapped in the 
mountains by freezing cold 
weather, deep snow and 
avalanches. 

On Monday helicopters 
ferried survivors from the 
Gokyo Valley in the Everest 
region, Manang in mid- 
west Nepal and Langtang in 
central Nepal, Mr. Shrestha 
said. 
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Yeltsin holds talks in hospital with Kazakh leader 


lection 
sours 
so late 


)SCOW (R) — Russian 
Boris Yeltsin, 
recovering in hospital from 
a mild he an attack, met 
Kazakh leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev Tuesday — his 
talks with a foreign 
kadcr - since falling ill 
almost three weeks ago. 

Interfax News Agency 
said the meeting at 
Moscow’s Central Clinical 
Hospital was likely to be 
®«re than just a courtesy 
by Mr. Nazarbayev. 
Kr emlin aides say Mr. 
Yehsifi is resuming a nor- 
^ work schedule. 

64-year-old leader 
was also due to resume reg- 
^ Weekly meetings with 
frjtoe Minister Viktor 
HJ-raomyrdin Tuesday. 

roe two were likely to 
%uss the uncertainty sur- 
r ° on ding a Dec. 17 pariia- 
meutaiy election, thrown 
doubt by a constitution- 
u challenge to the electoral 
law. 

kferfax quoted Kazakh 
Officials as saying the meet- 
®8 with Mr. Nazarbayev 
**sofapersonal nature but 
^Jd also cover Russian- 
gtakh relations, economic 
and questions 
the 

1th of 

. m _ — : States. 

Kazakh presidential 
Du I at 

WlMiw said Monday 
meeting, was mainly a 



courtesy call. 

"The president sees it as 
his duty to visit President 
Yeltsin, who is a personal 
friend and close collegaue 
and wish him a speedy 
recovery,” Mr. Kuanyshev 
told Reuters. 

The meeting was another 
sign of Mr. Yeltsin regain- 
ing strength after being 
rushed to hospital on Ocl 
26 following his second 
mild heart attack in less 
than four months. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has been 
holding daily meetings with 
ministers and advisers, dis- 
cussed parliamentary and 
presidential elections 
Monday with top political 
aide Georgy Satarov. 

The president insisted 
elections to the State Duma 
lower house must go ahead 
despite concerns about die 
electoral law, saying legis- 
lation should be amended in 
time to avoid any challenge 
to the outcome of the poll. 

Mr. Satarov, interviewed 
by NTV independent televi- 
sion, quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
saying it would be “inde- 
cent” to cancel the vote. 

The Constitutional Court 
still has to rule on com- 
plaints over a rule demand- 
ing parties win more than 
five per cent of the vote 
before they can win seats by 
proportional representation. 

Court judges were due to 
meet Tuesday 10 decide 


wbeo to hold their plenary 
meeting, Interfax said. 

Mr. Yeltsin also believed 
the Federation Council 
upper chamber should set a 
date for a presidential elec- 
tion, due to lake place next 
June. Mr. Sautrov said this 
would ease speculation that 
Mr. Yeltsin planned to post- 
pone or cancel the vote. 

TASS said the Federation 
Council had voted to debate 
the issue Tuesday, but it 
might not get around to it as 
it was Number 28 on the 
agenda. 

Mr. Yeltsin has not yet 
announced whether or not 
he plans to seek a second 
term, saying he will decide 
after the election to the 
Duma. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, visit- 
ing Tula south of Moscow, 
said the Duma election 
should go ahead. “The pres- 
ident has said it very clearly, 
the election cannot be post- 
poned. You can’t change the 
rules during the game," he 
told reporters. 

The vote, in which 
Communists and national- 
ists are expected to do well, 
is seen as a test for presi- 
dential elections. 

Earlier Tuesday President 
Yeltsin, looking well in his 
second public appearance 
since suffering the mild 
heart attack, said he was in 
complete control of Russia 
and promised a full recov- 


ery. 

“I am holding and control- 
ling the wheel of this large 
boat which is Russia and I 
have my finger on the 
pulse,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
before the meeting with Mr. 
Nazarbayev. 

Mr. Yeltsin, wearing a 
dark business suit and tie, 
spoke clearly, smiled and 
looked relaxed in the 10- 
minure interview. 

“The recovery is going 
normally. Of course, more 
time is needed," he said. 
“The main thing is that each 
day is a half step forward.” 

He seemed to be in much 
better shape than in his last 
television appearance, on 
Nov. 3, when be looked 
weak and slurred his words 
as he sat in an armchair. 

Mr. Yeltsin dismissed as 
“idle talk” media reports 
that he required an opera- 
tion for his ischaemic heart 
condition — a blood supply 
problem that sidelined him 
for a month this summer. 

He said he was already 
getting back to a normal 
work schedule, rising at 6 
im„ studying documents, 
taking phone calls and hold- 
ing two or three meetings a 
day. 

Foreign medical assis- 
tance was not necessary, he 
said, adding that Russian 
doctors and medicine could 
cope. “The recovery will be 
complete," he added. 


Sri Lanka troops capture 
key Tiger base in Jaffna 


VAVUN1YA, Sri Lanka (R) 
— Sri Lankan forces have 
captured the main political 
headquarters of the Tamil 
Tigers on the outskirts of 
the guerrilla stronghold of 
Jaffna, civilians arriving in 
the northern town of 
Vavuniya said Tuesday. 

Tamil residents from 
Jaffna told Reuters in the 
government-held frontline 
town of Vavuniya that the 
army has captured the 
Koridavil-based headquar- 
ters of the Liberation Tiger s 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
five kilometres north of 
Jaffna town. 

Travellers from Jaffna 
said the fall of Kondavi! 
was likely to be a major set- 
back for tbe Tigers, who 
also lost a large training 
camp to advancing troops 
Monday in the suburb of 
Urumpirai, about five kilo- 
metres northeast of Jaffna 
City. 

It was not clear when the 
Kondavi! headquarters fell 
to the army, but a military 
statement Tuesday said the 
LTTE's Urumpirai (raining 
camp was taken Monday. 

“The training camp com- 
prises an elaborate network 
of roads and a well laid out 
building complex, lecture 
hall with underground 
bunkers and well-prepared 
training areas,” die army 
statement said. 


Jaffna re siden ts said that 
important LTTE leaders had 
fled the northern peninsula 
and moved to the jungles of 
Kilinochchi on the main- 
land to evade an army drag- . 
net. 

Tiger rebels Tuesday 
accused the military, which 
now controls the northern- 
suburbs of Jaffna City, of 
destroying property belong- 
ing to Tamils who have fled 
the area. 

“Bulldozing of houses in 
areas under their control is 
rampant. Heavy shelling of 
residential areas has result- 
ed in widespread destruc- 
tion of prop erties ,” a state- 
ment from LTTE said. 

“As most civilians had 
already fled the area, casu- 
alty levels during this wide- 
spread shelling have been 
low.” 

The claim prompted a 
swift denial from the army. 

A military spokesman said 
troops, beating back the 
Tigers from tbe Valikamaxn 
east. Urumpirai and Kopai 
north areas — between two 
and five kilometres north 
and northwest of Jaffna City 
— have left civilian proper- 
ly intact. 

“It is totally false. We 
have not destroyed civilian 
property,” the spokesman 
told Reuters Tuesday. 

Recent army pictures 
released to the media show* 


troops consolidating them- 
selves in freshly captured 
areas north and northwest of 
the rebel stronghold of 
Jaffna City. 

Troops Monday pushed 
farther south of Urumpirai 
and Kopai where they over- 
ran a huge underground 
complex and arms depot, 
among the last lines of the 
rebels' defen ce of Jaffna. 

The LTTE, who are fight- 
ing for a Tamil homeland in 
the north and east of Sri 
Lanka, have been running a 
vinual mini state in Jaffoa 
for nearly a decade. More 
than 50,000 people have 
died in the 12-year .war. 

On Tuesday, the army 
kept everyone guessing on 
tbe timing of its long-await- 
ed final push into Jaffna 
City, which aid-workers and 
analysts said was possible 
any day. 

The International 

Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRCi. which has dele- 
gates in Jaffna, Monday 
said some 50,000 civilians 
had fled Jaffna City over the 
weekend and it feared a bat- 
tle for the Tamil rebel 
stronghold would start 
“very soon”. 

“We have all tbe signs to 
indicate that a battle for 
Jaffna could begin very 
soon” Marco Aitherr, out- 
going bead of the 1CRC del- 
egation in Sri Lanka told 


Reuters in Geneva. 

“It’s not new. We’ve sus- 
pected it for a long time, but 
with an empty town the risk 
of a major confrontation for 
Jaffna town cannot be 
excluded,” Mr. Aitherr said. 

But the military 
spokesman refused to con- 
firm a possible “final push”. 

“We can still dominate tbe 
(northern Jaffna) peninsula 
without capturing Jaffna.” 
tbe spokesman said “The 
ground commanders will 
decide when the time is 
right to capture Jaffna.” 

Aid workers said they 
believed 100,000 Tamils 
had already fled south 
across the Jaffna Lagoon to 
Kilinochchi and ar least 
200.000 had taken refuge in 
Chavakachcheri, east of 
Jaffna City. 

“The combat is coming 
very close to the safety zone 
(in Jaffna City),” a Western 
relief worker told Reuters. 
“It is going to be critical in 
the days to come.” 

The Tigers, fighting a 
fierce rearguard action to 
defend Jaffha City, have lost 
more than 250 members 
since the army resumed 
their advance last Friday 
after a two-week loll, mili- 
tary sources said Neatly 60 
soldiers were killed they 
said. 


Gramm, Dole throw mud in presidential race 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Republican presidential 
race has suddenly turned 
nasty, with Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole saying 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm 
was like “a bug that keeps 
crawling around" even after 
being squished. 

•• In an interview with Time 
magazine published 

Monday, Sen. Dole said of 
Sen. Gramm: “I’ve told Phil 
that we've got a lot to do 
around here (in tbe Senate) 
and that we ought to cool 
down. I’m all for burying 
tbe hatchet. In him.” 

Sen. Dole, who leads the 
Republican presidential 

field in most polls by 20 
percentage points or more, 
quickly added be was “just 
joking” but went on to 
accuse Sen. Gramm of con- 
stantly crying to get the bet- 
ter of him in the Senate. 

“He won’t stop. He’s 
relentless. He doesn’t value 
being responsible. He’s like 


a bug you step on that keeps 
crawling around no matter 
how hard you squish him.” 
said Sen. Dole. 

The Gramm campaign 
immediately faxed tbe 
quotes around the country 
to reporters and political 
activists. Sen. Dole cam- 
paign spokesman Nelson 
Warfield said of the Time 
interview: “We’re not going 
to dispute the authenticity 
of the quotes.” 

Sen. Dole has a reputation 
for having a short fuse and 
an acerbic sense of humour. 
His displays of temper land- 
ed him in trouble in his pre- 
vious presidential bids in 
1980 and 1988. 

The rhetoric flared . in 
advance of an important 
straw poll this weekend in 
Orlando, Florida. 

The non-binding poll of 
3300 Republican activists 
is tbe last major test of 
strength before Republicans 
begin choosing their presi- 


dential nominee to face 
President Bill Clinton in a 
series of state primary elec- 
tions early next year. 

It has suddenly emerged 
as the most important test of 
organisation and support of 
the 1995 political year. And 
tbe Dole and Gramm cam- 
paigns have been going all- 
out for votes. Recently, they 
also stoned taking the nega- 
tive road. 

The Dole campaign has 
been calling delegates 
telling them Sen. Gramm 
had the second worst atten- 
dance record in the Senate 
and had missed 22 votes on 
important Republican 
items. 

The Gramm campaign 
took out advertisements 
mocking Sen. Dole for 
handing out gourmet choco- 
lates and bath oils to dele- 
gates to buy their votes. The 
Dole campaign did indeed 
give delegates to a recent 
Republican women’s con- 


ference in Florida a tote bag 
containing Godiva choco- 
lates and gift toiletries. 

“You’ve got a front-run- 
ner in Dole that doesn't 
have a message and is full 
of chocolate so he’s launch-, 
ing negative attacks. 
Senator Gramm is vpiy dis- 
appointed that Dole should 
have started down the nega- 
tive path so early," said Sen. 
Gramm campaign 

spokesman Gary Koops. 

But Dole spokesman 
Warfield said Sen. Gramm 
started the negative cam- 
paigning months ago, 
impugning Sen. Dole’s con- 
servative credentials and 
accusing him of being a 
“proud moderate” — a 
deadly insult in Republican 
terms. 

“Gramm is getting desper- 
ate and that’s manifesting 
itself in the mud-slinging at 
Bob Dole ” be said. 


Karachi strike losses put at $38 million a day 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Strikes in the volatile city of 
Karachi. Pakistan’s eco- 
nomic hub, cause losses of 
nearly $38 million a day, a 
business group study has 
calculated. 

Tbe southern port city, 
with an estimated 12 mil- 
lion people, has ground to a 
halt on 28 strike days so far 
this year, mosdy at the 
behest of the ethnic Mohajir 
National Movement 

(MQM). 

“A working day lost by 
one strike in Karachi costs 
the economy a minimum 
loss of 1.3 billion rupees 
($38 million),” said a 
research paper commis- 
sioned by the Karachi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCC1) and not yet 
published. 

Karachi, Pakistan’s only 
port, is also its financial 
capital,- main trading entre- 
pot and industrial power- 
house. 

Ethnic, sectarian and 
political violence, much of 


it pitting MQM militants 
against security forces, has 
killed more than 1,680 peo- 
ple this year and shattered 
business confidence. 

The KCCI study said its 
strike cost estimate included 
losses to tbe manufacturing, 
construction, banking and 
insurance, transport and 
storage, foreign trade and 
perishable food sectors, as 
well as government revenue 
in the form of indirect taxa- 
tion. 

KCCi President Hnji 
Shafiq-Ur-Rehman, a fc»- 
mer provincial minister and 
MQM parliamentarian, said 
tbe calculation assumed a 
strike that paralysed all 
commercial and industrial 
activity. 

However, industrialists 
and the government have 
taken action to maintain 
some activity on strike days, 
be told Reuters. 

“Industries in districts 
Central. West and East have 
cut sort of compromise 
deals with the powerful 


groups in their areas,” Mr. 
Rehman said, referring to 
protection money. 

He said tbe study might 
have overstated ,direct loss- 
es. but did not take into 
account the indirect impact 
of unresL 

“No ODe can account for 
potential investment oppor- 
tunities lost, potential rales 
lost... Or losses of small- 
scale entrepreneurs because 
of a strike or daily vio- 
lence." he said. 

Mr. Rehman said many 
wholesale dealers, shop- 
keepers and small industrial 
units in troubled areas were 
close to bankruptcy. 

Tbe study pm total strike 
losses at 29 billion rupees 
(S845 million) in the first 
nine months of 1995, not 
including losses from par- 
tial strikes or stoppages that 
occurred on 20 days. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, Pakistan’s Defence 
Minister Aftab Shaaban 
Meerani said Tuesday that a 
group of demined Islamist 


army officers had plotted a 
coup in September. 

The group planned to 
eliminate Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. President 
Farooq Leghari, as well as 
the entire military leader- 
ship, he told tbe Senate 
(upper house). 

First news of the alleged 
plot had surfaced in mid- 
October when Ms. Bhutto, 
who has vowed to fight reli- 
gious extremism in Pakistan 
but relies on the support of 
some religious parties, said 
some officers had been 
detained for questioning. 

In the first official account 
of the affair, Mr. Meerani 
said the conspirators includ- 
ed a major-general, a 
brigadier, three colonels, 
half a dozen other officers 
and a few civilians. 

He said the plotters had 
planned to storm a corps 
commanders meeting in 
Rawalpindi on SepL 30, kill 
tbe top military brass and 
take over command of the 
armed forces. 


Small bombs explode in Dhaka on 4th day of strike 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 100 
bombs exploded across 
Dhaka Tuesday as govern- 
ment and opposition politi- 
cians traded charges over 
the causes of a national 
strike which disrupted the 
country for a fourth consec- 
utive day. 

Witnesses said the small, 
home-made bombs forced 
police to withdraw from the 
city’s Farmgate area. There 
were no immediate reports 
of injuries. 

Four people were killed 
and nearly 200 injured over 
the first three days of the 
six-day strike, police said. 


The strike is the latest in a 
long series of stoppages and 
transport blockades organ- 
ised by main opposition 
parties in their campaign to 
force Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia to step 
down and allow elections 
under a non-partisan care- 
taker administration. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh’s first free 
polls, has so far rejected the 
demands as unconstitution- 
al. 

Abdul Samad Azad, 
deputy leader of the main 
opposition party the Awami 


League, said Tuesday the 
government was trying to 
sidetrack the opposition’s 
demands. 

“There cannot be any mis- 
givings about, and no com- 
promise on, what the oppo- 
sition is asking for — a 
guarantee for clean vote," 
he told reporters. 

Awami leader . Sheikh 
Hasina earlier said Mrs. 
Khaleda had slammed tbe 
door on a negotiated settle- 
ment of the long-running 
crisis. She alleged the gov- 
ernment had resorted to the 
use of force. 

Mrs. Hasina said Begum 


Maria Chowdhury, a senio 
woman leader of the Awam 
League, fainted after polio 
hit her with rifle butts am 
kicked her during a demon 
stration in Dhaka Monday. 

Abdul Mann an Bhuiyan 
acting secretary-general 0 
the ruling Ban glades! 

Nationalist Party (BNP) 
said tbe opposition wa 
“talking wild as they had nt 
clear direction”. 

On Tuesday, all transpor 
except for rickshaw; 
remained idle and -mos 
offices and businesses wen 
closed across the country. 
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Back to basics 

JORDAN AND BAHRAIN, the small hot vibrant 
Emirate on the Arabian Golf, are on the 
threshold of entering a new era in their trilateral 
relations following the successful visit of Crown 
Prince Hassan a couple of days ago. Hie histor- 
ically strong ties that existed between the two 
countries before 1990 inevitably suffered some 
strains during the Golf crisis and war. Now, 
however, the door is open not only to reestablish 
those old ties but also to forge new links on 
grounds that can withstand the test of time. 

The Crpwn Prince spent the best part of his 
visit, short as it was, discussing with Bahraini 
leaders just what these grounds might be, in the 
overall context of regional politics and the Arab 
World in particular. The picture that emerged 
was dear: The Arabs cannot affbrd to repeat 
mistakes of the past; divisions within the Arab 
camp have led to its weakness and vulnerability 
and as such they have to be rectified through 
joint efforts; smaller countries like Jordan and 
Bahrain bad to bear the mqjor brunt of conflicts 
tbat were fomented elsewhere; the security of the 
region cannot be served by exhausting resources 
on arms building without paying doe attention to 
infrastructural needs, which cost infinitely less 
Binds to satisfy; terrorism and interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries have to be 
fought by solid and coordinated action by all 
states of the region, just as much as stability can 
be enhanced by respect for democratic and 
human rights throughout the area. 

The Jordanian-Bahraini talks seem to have 
succeeded not only because the two sides reached 
a shared analysis of what went wrong, without 
going into unnecessary details, but also because 
Jordan and Bahrain emerged with a common 
vision on what needed to be done and pledged to 
work together in drawing a framework for 
materialising this vision. Bahrain would work in 
its own sphere to speed up the process of Arab 
reconciliation, while Jordan do what it could in 
contributing to regional peace and prosperity. 
Through setting up joint bodies and institutiona- 
lising joint work, the two countries could serve as 
a bridge towards ensuring mutual interests, 
reaching common goals and strengthening huma- 
nitarian causes. 

It is heartening to note that the Jordanian and 
Bahraini leaders did not overlook the need to go 
beyond regional politics and strive together 
towards serving world peace, security and glo- 
balism. The Arabs have a role to play in opening 
up to the rest of the world and in consolidating 
international understanding, beginning where all 
efforts should start, at home and within the 
region. 

Jordan, and Bahrain, following the Crown 
Prince’s visit to Manama, can draw comfort 
from the fact that they have not waited in vain for 
the moment when the Arab World could start 
dosing ranks again, this time hopefully on more 
solid and enduring basis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


MAHMOUD RIMAWI, addressed the 60th birthday of 
His Majesty King Hussein, saying that Jordanians today 
recall the struggle of the Kingdom under King Hussein and 
the numerous achievements realised under his reign. From 
a small country with meagre resources. Jordan has been 
transformed over the past few decades into modem state; 
and with little means available to the Jordanian people 
Jordan has been able to accomplish a great deal in social, 
onomic and political domains thanks to the King's wise 
’dership. said the writer. Jordanians have reason to be 
oud of their Kingdom and their leader; and the King's 
Jth birthday is truly a national occasion for all citizens on 
Itis day. said the writer. Thankful as they are to the King's 
i endeavours, he added, the Jordanian people look forward 
o further strides in development and progress in a country 
Messed with democracy, and also look forward to the day 
| when a comprehensive peace is established in the Middle 
East with all the occupied territories including Arab 
.'-•rusalem returned to their lawful owners. 

# 

RECENT decision by the Social Security Corporation 
T) to increase by 10 per cent the amount of pension 
i to each retired Jordanian covered by the corporation’s 
is criticised by Samih Maayta. a writer in Al Dustour. 
-ay. He said’ (hat the increase fell far below the 
.unimum level required by a pensioner to have a decent 
rfe and failed to help pensioners rise above the poverty 
ine. It had *v?en hoped that the SSC will introduce a drastic 
change t !*j\. to provide pensioners who are elderly 
| people a: ivust with the bare minimum to keep them above 
1 ?he povc-*-. line, said the writer. It has been established 
. . ... with total income reaching JD 100 a month 
2re considered as living around the poverty line but many 
of the SSC pensioners receive JD 75 even with the latest 
increase in their pension, continued the writer. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Rabin’s assassination 
and the prospects for peace 


THE ASSASSINATION of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin casts a pall over 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. It is a tragic reminder 
of the role that religiously- 
based fanaticism has played 
in shaping Israeli policy to- 
wards the peace process. 

For two years now, 
Israel's fundamentalists and 
their threats of violence 
have seriously constrained 
the ability of the Israeli 
government to meet several 
Palestinian concerns in the 
1 process. Continued settle- 
ment building, maintaining 
provocative settler com- 
munities in Gaza and Heb- 
ron , and regular episodes of 
settler violence against 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank have all combined to 
distort the process and de- 
lay implementation of the 
Declaration of Principles. 

Now Mr. Rabin, who was 
so often frustrated by those 
groups, and who frequently 
denounced them, has lost 
his life to tone of their 
disciples. 

While many question 
whether or not the process 
will survive the passing of 
Mr. Rabin, in a recent 
meeting with Arab- 
American leaders President 
Bill Clinton provided a 
U.S. commitment that the 
timetables agreed upon by 
the Israelis and Palestinians 
would be adhered to. 

Those of us who met with 
die president pressed him 


on this point and indicated 
our deep concern for the 
continuity of the peace pro- 
cess. We also articulated 
our frustration with the sta- 
tus quo before the Mr. 
Rabin assassination: the 
slow pace of implementa- 
tion, the conditions facing 
Palestinians in Hebron and 
Jerusalem, and the difficul- 
ties faced by Palestinians 
resulting from continuing 
closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza as well as other 
non-security impediments 
to Palestinians economic 
growth. 

The president was quite 
dear in asserting the im- 
portance of “bringing the 
fruits of peace" to the 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza, and bis 
understanding of the diffi- 
culties created by the clo- 
sures and other impedi- 
ments. 

Other administration 
offidals with whom Arab- 
Americans recently met 
were equally clear on these 
point. U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown re- 
peated a call be made last 
January when he travelled 
to Gaza and met with PNA 
President Yasser Arafat 
and the Palestinian business 
comm unity. The dosure of 
the territories is an impedi- 
ment to business and 
growth. Another way must 
be found to balance Israeli 
security concerns with 
Palestinian economic 


needs. 

Another U.S. adminis- 
tration official who spoke to 
Arab-Americans this 
weekend presented an opti- 
mistic assessment of the 
peace process in the wake 
of the assassination of 
Prime Minister Rabin. The 
loss of Mr. Rabin, he 
stated, was a tragic one for 
peace. He asserted that the 
prime minister had both the 
vision and the strength to 
mobilise Israeli support to 
sustain the drive towards 
peace. But, the administra- 
tion offidal noted, the mur- 
der of the prime minister 
“cannot and will not stop 
the process" because there 
are forces driving the pro- 
cess forward on both sides. 
Tlie peace process, in his 
view, has become both in- 
stitutionalised and ine vena- 
ble. 

One thing is certain. 
Israeli society and the 
American Jewish commun- 
ity have been traumatised 
by the assassination. U.S. 
offidals have been shocked, 
as well, by their recognition 
of the real threat posed by 
Jewish fundamentalism and 
violence. 

Recent polls show that 
Israelis have responded to 
the murder of Mr. Rabin by 
becoming even more 
strongly committed to car- 
rying out Israel’s withdraw- 
al from the territories, 
cracking down on violent 
right-wing factions and 



Saudi blast highlights 
Gulf military build-up 


By Charles AkJinger 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Mon- 
day's suspected car bomb 
blast that killed five Amer- 
icans in Saudi Arabia threw 
a spotlight on the major 
military build-up by 
Washington and moderate 
Arab states in the region 
since th_ 1991 Gulf war. 

It also highlighted inter- 
nal and externa] threats fac- 
ing the publidty shy ruling 
Saudi royal family over its 
growing ties with the West 
and quiet support of Middle 
East peace. 

There are some 140 U.S. 
warplanes. 15 warships and 
12.000 U.S. military per- 
sonnel afloat and ashore in 
the area to help the Saudis 
and other states in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) face what are seen 
as threats from Iraq and 
Iran. 

But analysts in Washing- 
ton say the higher profile of 
non-Muslim military per- 
sonnel has brought prob- 
lems as well as solutions to 
the GCC. which also in- 
cludes Kuwait, Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Oman and Qatar. 

“The build-up by the Un- 
ited States and its supply of 
arms to the Saudis and 
others since the Gulf war 
has been brilliantly success- 
ful in containing the threat 
from Iraq and Iran," said 
Shibiey Telhami of the 
Brookings Institution. 

“But the whole thing, in- 
cluding the establishment 
this year of a U.S. navy 
fleet based in Bahrain, has 
increased internal political 
unrest in the Gulf states." 


added Dr. Telhami, a Mid- 
dle East expert at the pri- 
vate Washington think 
tank. 

A previously unknown 
organisation railing itself 
Tigers of the Gulf claimed 
responsibility for Monday's 
attack in a telephone call to 
an international news agen- 
cy in the Gulf. 

“If the Americans don't 
leave the kingdom as soon 
as possible we will continue 
our actions." the caller 
said, speaking from Saudi 
Arabia. It was not possible 
to verify the claim. 

Former assistant defence 
secretary Lawrence Korb. 
also an analyst at Brook- 
ings, said the incident — no 
matter who was to blame — 
was an indication of compli- 
cated political dynamics of 
the Gulf. 

“You have to remember 
that Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait are not democra- 
cies. There axe deep inter- 
nal tensions there and it is a 
very, very difficult balanc- 
ing act for die United States 
in the region," Mr. Korb 
said. “Remember what 
happened with the shah (of 
Iran), who was not exactly a 
benevolent leader?" he 
asked. 

The desert kingdom, 
launching pad for the U.S.- 
led multinational military 
force against Iraq in the 
1991 Gulf war. is an abso- 
lute monarchy without a 
legislature or political par- 
ties. It has been ruled by 
King Fahd since 1982 and 
Islamic Sharia law prevails. 

There are few U.S. army 
or marine corps personnel 
permanently stationed on 
the ground in Saudi Arabia 


and* other Gulf states, and 
most of the 12,000 military 
personnel are aboard navy 
ships or based with Amer- 
ican warplanes in Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. 

The Saudis are Washing- 
ton’s closest allies in the 
region and have bought 
well over $50 billion in war- 
planes, tanks and other 
weapons in the post decade, 
most of them from the Un- 
ited States. But they have 
refused to allow U.S'. tanks 
and other armour to be 
stationed on their soil for 
emergency use by an Amer- 
ican army brigade in case of 
a new Gulf emergency. 

Bahrain, in a reflection of 
its own sensitivities at 
home, agreed to allow 18 : 
U.S. F-16 fighter jets to be 
based in the emirate until | 
the end of the year while an ! 
American aircraft carrier 
will be missing from the 
Gulf. 

“We agreed to remove 
the planes after that dead- 
line," said a U.S.-dcfencc 
official on Monday. “The 
Saudis and others are very 
supportive but they have to 
be careful over the profile 
of what is seen by many as 
an outside presence.” 

Dr. Telhami noted that 
while this year's basing of a 
new U-S. Fifth fleet in 
Bahrain to serve the Indian 
Ocean and Gulf was not 
highly publicised in the Un- 
ited States “H was a very 
high-profile decision in the 
region. It was portrayed by 
the navy as an administra- 
tive move which would not 
add any ships in the area. 
But out there it indicated 
permanency at a mini- 
mum." 


even .supporting acting- 
prime Minister Shimon 
Peres in election polls over 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

Whether or not these 
attitudes will be sustained, 
and whether or not the 
terms of Israeli-Palestinian 
agreements and timetables 
will be adhered to remains 
to be seen. But what is clear 
is that the ugly murder of 
Mr. Rabin has shaken up 
attitudes in Israel and 
forced the issue of peace to 
be more directly debated 
and addressed than ever be- 
fore. 

That the assassination 
occurred within the week 
after the Amman Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit is ironic. 
The summit was an impress- 
ive affair, and an overall 
success for its Jordanian 
hosts. Amman was freshly 
painted, secure and hospit- 
able decked out in with 
banners celebating the pre- 
sence of its international 
visitors. 

The theme of the confer- 
ence was brilliantly de- 
scribed by U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown, 
who noted the promise that 
MENA represents. He con- 
structed a vision for those 
attending the conference of 
the future and its possibili- 
ties for prosperity and 
growth. It was a compelling 
vision — but one that re- 
quires the achievement of a 
just and comprehensive 


peace before it becomes a 
lasting reality. 

But in travelling the next 
day to Jerusalem and Heb- 
ron, I was taken from the 
vision of MENA to the real- 
ity of the West Bank. In- 
stead of “Peace Today, 
Profit Tomorrow" or 
“MENA Today, the World 
Tomorrow” (as two of Am- 
man’s banners read), I re- 
marked that my visit felt 
-more like “MENA Yester- 
day, Reality Today.” 

Palestinians still cannot 
do business. Some Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank: 
and Gaza were even denied 
permits to cross over the 
border to attend the 
MENA conference. And 
with provocative settlers 
and impediments to econo- 
mic development every- 
where, it is clear that if the 
process does not move for- 
ward with all deliberate 
haste and with greater jus- 
tice and respect for Palesti- 
nians and their rights, the 
vision of regional peace 
could well collapse because 
its foundation — the Israeli- 
Palestinian track — is not 
yet firmly established. 

This is the issue that 
Israelis will now have to 
confront directly. For the 
promise of peace and re- 
gional economic coopera- 
tion to become a reality, 
Israel must counter the 
threat posed by right-wing 
fanaticism and move for- 
ward in acting concretely to 
recognise Palestinian rights. 


LETTERS 


‘Little surprises’ 

IF YOU, as an expert or as an observer of the Middle East 
scene, thought that you knew what is going on in this 
region, and if you were one of those who were surprised by 
the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a 
piece of advice is in order here; Rewrite your notes more 
diligently. * ' _ 

But little surprises cannot be excluded either, such as the 
decision of Ret. General Colin Powei not to run for the 
presidency in the U.S. next year. Does bis skin colour have 
something to do with it? In other words, was his "race”, 
which is black, a main reason for abandoning the race? 
How ran Mr. Powel’s decision be related to the assassina- 
tion of a high ranking Israeli official, tens of thousands of 
miles away from Unde Sam’s front and back yard? 

Observers of the Middle East political scene, know that no one 
in this region is immune against the touch of a violent arm, 
without any prior notice, and in the most unrelated 
moment and place. 

It is a phenomenon that not so many people are proud 
of. But it is fact, of life that, was created ana consolidated 
by many parties in and outside the Middle East. 

Could this be the real reason for Colin Powers wife 
insistence that her husband should not run for the 
presidency in the U.S.? In her mind, the American politics 
is heavily involved, if not interwined, with the Middle East 
politics. Experience has taught us that the latter is 
contagious and knows no boundaries. 

Here. wo. you ran into one or two interesting, if not 
surprising, developments since the assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

A reasonable amount of Arab press coverage and 
analysis, by commentators who usually reflect the senti- 
ments of the average man in the street, as the term has it, 
has shown a notable soft and recondliatory tone vis-a-vis 
the assassination event. There you can see d dear cut sense 
of worry regarding the nascent peace between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

The alternative to Mr. Rabin and his colleagues is a 
guaranteed nightmare. If the flag changed hands to people 
who applauded and condoned whar Yigal Amir did. The 
three shots that ended the life of the ex-Israeli professional 
soldier, have sent successive shock waves in the minds and 
hearts of the majority of people in the region . Among those 
are the commentators and addict observers of the political 
scene, some of whom had cherished a high degree of 
reservation and sceptidsim about the whole issue of the 
peace approach with Israel. 

Therefore, you could sense a sudden and subtle change 
of heart in important media circles. And unconcions but 
genuine sense of worry about the future of Israel's stability 
as a democratic state. All kinds of advice and counsel are 
being poured out on how to preserve the status quo that 
prevailed in Israel until the fatal night of Saturday Nov 5 
• k \ ,lin * of ^ ex-Israeli prime minister has 

unveiled the other face of Israel, and as if that murder has 
pusned Israel into a new unpredictable and scarey phase A 
phase and face that not only consider the Palestinians as 

!“!" the , pT ?™ s l d of Israel, but ate, 

that brand people like Rabin and Peres as traitors to the 

if n ,S K- agen M a 'J hC *“ k of such is simple: Get 
physicaHy bin hlS 8an *’ ^ if necessary, 

What more can you think of as a source of chilling fear 
and cause for urgency? K ,ear 

subri^Thf ^ id ? IC ^ pCaKX makin ? wUI not 
sufeadc. The names of those who made it real will be 

wntten in glory, whether potential candidates for Amer- 
ican presidency stayed the course or not, whether peSrie 
like Yigal Amir were few or not, and whether^- 
understood the Middle East or not. 


Salim Ayoub, 
Amman . 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject thev to tackklJrrJZ 
mtended for publication, however, should oonrafo 21 
enters full name and preferably address as weU Name, 
can be withheld only upon request and under social 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. S ncSt 
er i$ not responsible for the return of unuL mlnuSp^ 



Car 

scars 


A newcomer to Jordan will 
be informed by all tourist 
literature that the most 
remarkable feature of tins 
country is its wonderful 
people. The diverse books 
and pamphlets wax elo- 
quent about the freedom- 
loving bedouins, the gener- 
ous peasants and the 
dynamic modern urban 
executives. Unfortunately, 
all these publications fail 
to bring to the attention of 
the visitor one of the most 
remarkable groups of this 
happy breed: The 

Jordanian car mechanic. 

The principal attribute of 
Jordanian car mechanics is 
their sense of egalitarian- 
ism. Your car may be old, 
and it may be new. It may 
be equipped with a simple 
internal combustion engine 
of the most primordial 
design, or with a sophist! 
cared, finely tuned, and 
computer-operated piece 
of space-age machinery. 
No matter what, you can 
rest assured that tire 
Jordanian mechanic will- 
treat all cars in the same 
way. He will discard the 
manual which you proffer 
and dive into the motor 
with spanners flailing. 

Another trait of the 
Jordanian, mechanic is his 
direct and frugal nature 
which shuns the superflu 
ous. Every time I have a 
maintenance job done on 
my car. the mechanic 
emerges from its innards to 
hand me four or five nuts 
and screws which, he 
assures me, were unneces- 
sary. Since my mechanical 
prowess is limited to the 
knowledge that the engine 
block resides under the 
bonnet, but not always, I 
have to lake his word for it 
But I shudder at the 
thought that, one fine day, 
as I drive on the desert 
highway, my car will sim- 
ply fall apart leaving me 
sitting in the middle of the 
tarmac holding on to the 
remains of a steering 
wheel. 

In all likelihood, the 
trucks will not have time to 
run me over. Long before 
they have done so, I shall 
have choked to death on 
the billowing clouds of 
smoke gushing forth from 
their exhaust pipes. Nor 
does one need to go to the 
highway to get a lungfull. 
Look at cars negotiating 
one of Amman’s seven glo- 
rious Jabals... That is to 
say, try to look at the cars, 
because all you are likely 
to see is moving black 
clouds of exhaust emis- 
sions which will blind you 
and keep you coughing and 
sputtering for days on end 
So. why do Jordanians rely 
On unqualified mechanics* 
and decrepit spare parts 
The answer is economics. 

In the good old days, 
when customs duties on 
cars and spare parts stood 
at 100 per cent, people 
already groaned under the'' 
financial strain of keeping 
their cars road-worthy. To 
remedy the situation, to 
1988, duties on cars and 
spare parts doubled with 
one fell swoop, while 
salaries remained 

unchanged. The result is 
that most motor vehicles 
on Jordanian roads are a 
menace to public safety 
and to the environment '■ 
because people cannot 
afford to maintain them. 

At a time when scarcely, 
an official statement or 
declaration fails to sties? ’ 
the urgent need to conserve 
the environment, may he 
we should try to limit envi- 
ronmental degradation . by 'J 
introducing envitomns* - ■- 
tally friendly custom? 
laws. 
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jng reaffirms resolve 
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o Jordan win 

x ^ rnosj 
of th is 
J w °nderfi,| 
fave Re books 
* Wa * elo- 
““ freedom. 


optfaflcd from page 1 ) 

ttrtiful nor the most expen- 
, bat is certainty the sad- 
\ The prime minister in- 
(id to ^vefc w you perso- 
j« hut most regrettably I 
doing so on his behalf. I 
IT* I not ask Prime Minister 

H uhak Rabin’s permission 

j 25 one who was a close 
pood witness to the ex- 
lT*r. srionai relationship be- 
ll S it* two of you I know 

■*“ ^ ^ottay he would have 
you good health, long 
* and success ... I believe 
JJ the-Rabtn family and the 
ji C of Israel join me in 
•sc greetings. Your Majes- 
thc King, happy birthday 
d as we say m Hebrew 
Bil iov.” 

The King replied: 

"Thank you very much in- 
for coming over with 
.. is very very special gift. It 
ns, frte gentr. as in this very house in this 
s and ay room that I met our dear 
xlem JZ rparted friend so many 
^ nes in our joint effort to 
Jnfominaiely WT dearest wishes 

locations fail ^ dreams, peace between 
e attentJon of or two countries and nations 
e of the mo« Win the context of a com- 
roups of rhi, 5hcosi ve peace. His loss is 
id- -a verv personal one. He was a 
’ . «n of honour, oourage and 

rioo and he had the gift of 
al attnbuie ijf jang beyond today, and 
mechanics i jmorrow and dedicating his 
■f egalitarian. for J sver yone. for future 
r may be old. enwal * ons and their * n * 

' [ \ -I always miss my brother 

with a simple *id dear friend. But I believe 
Histion engine os spirit will always be with 
»t primordial 6 - And if there is anything 

ith a sophish- 1 011 cominil to 85 1 have 
■ tiiiwH 1 taw so far for the rest of my 
ifc is to work for what he 
irated piece vorked for. what we worked 
machinery ogether. and that is a better 
/hat. you c® inure for all our people and 
1 that the °r this region. I hope that 

lechanir vm ® u wiK CTnvc y t0 the Rah*" 
lecnanic hi vyaify our love, respects, and 

» in me same rarm est wishes. After all to 
ill discard n e they are our family. And 
:h you proffer he memories will always be 
ito the mom wasured, will be kept in a 
, flailing «iy place in our hearts. 

. * , Diank you so much for such a 

trait of tin thoughtful gift and I know 
echanic is htjhat my friend is with us and 
frugal natunwill always be with us in our 
i the superfhJieans, in our minds and in 
time ! have; our efforts to accomplish 
- . ‘what we worked together to 
job d« Bl(hiew achieved and 
e media* now- that hopefully a better 
n its innate.*.: ature: Thank you very very 
jr or five m yh." 1 

; which, be Ambassador Shamir said: 

were imiKCS- Your 1 havc *** 

WC u tonour to deliver this mes- 
aay mechanical agc sent ro y our Majesty by 

limited to u* cting Prime Minister Shi- 
iiat the engia non Peres on the occasion of 
es under dxour 60th birthday. On this 
nnt si wavs ) iccasion, I offer you the best 
.. . . fnr t vishes on behalf of the Israeli 

his word *. 0V ernment and people, 
idder m vishing you good health and 
f one tine day. Ji your people further prog- 
on the Jewess and prosperity, progress 

v car wiUa» ,nd P eacc " nd « r y°« T 
7 , . . -oxwrageous and wise lead- 

n. vnhip •• 

* middle o! ® The King replied: 
ting on to & “Thank you. Could you 
f 3 sieeriBtdndly relay my thanks and 
ippredation to the acting 
ft Israeli prime minister. I am 
ikehnooa. Q f our friendship which 

lot have tua sasted for a long period as 

r. Long we were looking for means to 
lone so. I ^establish a just and honour- 
A to death ocaMe peace in this region be- 
a „iniids oih»een the two peoples and 

^^rLpfor the whole region. I know 
ting form . _u, e conditions that he is per- 
st pip^s- ‘^tonally passing through as a 
»ed to &° 10 of losing a brother and 
„et a lu°r ^ 1 comrade, and a brother for 
, nePobaD^ 10 ® too. I wish him every 
015 . # access and stress that we will 

100 S -tt. i>tcP l PP on h,m with aH our 

s. .. Thai capabilities in shouldering his 

ook at the c®> responsibilities and wish him 
vou are liW success on the way to serving 
moving ^ ^ P®ople and to achieve the 
hiusi e«® 5 ' lw,nn peace, leading to full 

■it hiind' t * Sooperat i° n berween our 
i wifi t»i '^peoples and serving the com- 

>u cougha 1 ? big generations.” 
r or days on ^ Relying to questions from 
T«rHani al ^ ,l *k rae li journalists who 

I ...I w. 


- 


V' 


z. . -w. ciiaa^ becompanied Mr. Haper and 
nan‘ Mr. Shamir, the King wished 
dt Spa*® Mr. Peres “every success in 
r is econo carrying the banner and I 
rood p . . P i Bs,t ra him all our support 
nms du de> j Mid our help and we will not 

rt SSi* 1 fa “ of whaI 

1 ^ njcr^ "W o must double our 
>aned to achieve the only 

irai I i ofS |!i w ^y objective which is 
jj Shnprehensive peace in this 
^n and certainly as far as 
e between Jordan and 
:I it is not only a reality, 
a reality of which we are 
^ — Jd and it goes with the 
l! p fssgc of every day. Yitzhak 
t nc & T Rabin will always be remem- 
f vfih^ktsd by all of us and will 
11101 js a^ dways be with us in his con- 
ian f 0 ® Active courageous spirit 
, pofrhj 7 I wish his family all the 
ie en vir0 \ r ^ •‘•hes of our family here 
*„\z Z ****•$ mysdf..." 

Asked what message he 
dw people of Israel, the 
e whc “ rtie fli 1 Jng *aid: “I can tell them 
il sta ,e gjfr' «at my late friend left ihenva 
i fail* ^ peace and I hope 

to vy much indeed that all of 
D mefll- rise to the level of the 

crtin ^, lii^ 1 eP |i^ en ®e and will double our 
tty for the sake of the 

generations to a 
a V*® r^ion." 
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Also Tuesday King Hus- 
sein received Qatari Minister 
of Finance, Trade and Eco- 
nomy Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Ai Thani, who con- 
veyed to him a message of 
best wishes on his birthday 
from Qatari leader Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni. 

The Qatari minister also 
presented King Hussein with 
a gift from Sheikh Hamad as 
a gesture of appreciation of 
the Qatari leadership and 
people for King Hussein. The 
audience was attended by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein. 

King Hussein also received 
telephones and messages of 
good wishes from Arab and 
foreign heads of state and 
officials on the occasion of his 
birthday. 

King Hussein received a 
telephone call from Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman. 
who congratulated the King 
in his name and on behalf of 
the Israeli government and 
people. 

Mr. Weizman wished King 
Hussein continued good 
health and happiness and the 
Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

King Hussein thanked Mr. 
Weizman on his call and 
voiced Jordan's commitment 
to continue working to bring 
about peace to the Middle 
East. 

King Hussein received 
another call from Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman who 
offered his best wishes to the 
King on the occasion. 

King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos stressed the need to 
continue work on enhancing 
Jordanian-Omani coopera- 
tion. 

King Hussein also received 
a cable from King Hassan II 
of Morocco who offered the 
King his best wishes and 
praised the King's effort ex- 
erted to achieve peace in the 
region. 

Other cables were sent by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin. Austrian Presi- 
dent Thomas Klestil, the 
president of the Swiss federa- 
tion Casper Vilger, Philip- 
pines President Fidel Ramos, 
Romanian President Ion 
Diescu arid Czech President 
Vaclav Havel. 

King Hussein received a 
congratulatory telephone call 
from Venezuelan President 
Ramon Jose Velaquez. 

In his telephone call, 
broadcast live on Venezuelan 
television and radio. Mr, 
Velaquez praised the King’s 
courage and wise policies as 
well as his role in achieving 
peace and security in the 
Middle East. 

The Venezuelan minister 
of transport offered his best 
wishes to the King on the 
occasion. 

Queen Elizabeth II sent a 
message expressing her best 
wishes to the King on his 
birthday. 

The message was conveyed 
by the chief of Britain's royal 
protocol who visited Jorda- 
nian Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Kingdom Fuad Ayyoub. 

King Hussein also received 
congratulations from the 
chairman of the religious re- 
lations unit of. the German 
Anglican Churches Federa- 
tion, Bishop Rolph Koby. 

Commander of Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
forces in Jordan Brigadier 
Mohammed Qudsiyeh sent a 
cable to the King offering his 
best wishes to His Majesty 
and paying tribute to the 
Hashemite family. 

The King also received 
cables from presidents, of 
Jordanian federations, cham- 
bers of commerce, societies, 
mayors, secretaries general 
of political parties, club presi- 
dents. Muslim and Christian 
clergymen, tribal chieftains 
and refugee camp leaders. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Haya on Tuesday 
attended a celebration orga- 
nised by Haya Bint Al Hus- 
sein School in Naour to mark 
the King's birthday. 

The celebration included 
speeches, poetry recitals and 
book and art exhibitions. 

Pullback 

(Continued from page U 

Palestinians participate in the 
elections on Jan. 20,” he 
said. 

“What looks like a highly 
complicated agreement is to- 
day a reality." 

The Jenin withdrawal 
would serve as a model for 
the next pullbacks due in the 
towns of Tulkarem, Qalqilya, 
Ramallah. Bethlehem and 
Nablus. 

"This is a very delicate 
issue because it is a highly 
sensitive mixture of political 
considerations and security 
needs. 

"We want to do it so as not 
to disturb the normal life of 
the people in the West Bank 
whether they are Jewish peo- 
.ple or Arab people." 


WHEN HE started he 
seemed weary, half de- 
jected. But as the questions 
began, the Colin Powell of 
old emerged. His answers 
were honest, witty and ele- 
gant by turn, at times self- 
deprecating. but with never 
a shred of bitterness. In 
truth a class act, perhaps 
the classiest in contempor- 
ary American public life. 
Alas, it will not be available 
to voters. 

Rarely in politics any- 
where can a “No” have- 
resounded so loudly. In the 
short-term. General 
Powell's decision to forgo 
the presidential race of 1996 
leaves Bob Dole a racing 
certainty for the Republi- 
can nomination. A poll 
taken immediately after- 
wards showed support for 
the Senate majority leader 
jumping from 45 to 54 per 
cent among Republican vo- 
ters, with none of his rivals 
beyond single figures. The 
other obvious winner is 
President Clinton himself, 
spared the prospect of fac- 
ing the one potential chal- 
lenger who beat him in ev- 
ery trial match-up. 

Thus, barring interven- 
tion by the Rev. Jesse Jack- 
son, one of the most reviled 
presidents of recent times 
will have one of the easiest 
rides to renomination by his 
party. Whitewater. Paula 
Jones and Mr. Clinton's 
famous inconstancy not- 
withstanding, he must now 
be odds-on favourite to re- 
tain the White House next 
year. 

That very fact underscor- 
ers the ' greater questions 
raised by the Gen. Powell 
withdrawal. Why do so 
many potentially excellent 
candidates refuse to run? 
And has the election system 
become so deformed chat it 
now achieves the opposite 
of what it is supposed to do: 
jack the person best able to 
ran the country? 

The field of 1996 can be 
broken into not two, but 
three categories: the Demo- 
crats (consisting of Mr. 
Clinton and, just possibly, 
the Rev. Jackson), the 10 
declared Republicans, and 
the no less long, but much 
weightier list of Republican 
notables who have opted 
4 >ut. 

Of them, unaiguably the 
third is on paper the most 
impressive. The former 
cabinet members Dick 
Cheney, Jack Kemp, Bill 
Bennett and James Baker; 
the former Vice-President 
Dan Quayle; Governors 
with the star quality of Wil- 
liam Weld of Massachus- 
etts; and now Gen. Powell 
— they have all been en- 


Who’d want to be president? 

Rupert Cornwell on why General Powell turned 
down the chance to run for the White House 



Yes please, said General Eisenhower (second from right); No thanks, said General Powell 


cou raged to run, pondered 
the matter and then issued a 
polite “No thanks.” 

The formal explanation is 
invariably “family 
reasons,” and in Gen. 
Powell's case that was de- 
monstrably true Wednesday. 
He may have looked 
tired, a touch dejected, as 
he began his announce- 
ment. Alma Powell, who 
had opposed a presidential 
ran from the outset and 
who stood beside her hus- 
band on the podium, was 
positively beaming. 

But disruption of family 
life is not the half of it. In 
1789, George Washington, 
the first American soldier- 
turned-President, won 
office by acclamation. The 
last of thenu Dwight 
Eisenhower, could spend 
what passed for the primary 
season of 1952 outside the 
country, and confine his 
campaigning to a statement 
from the NATO command 
in Europe that he would 
take the Republcian 
nomination if offered. No 
such luxury awaited the 
possible Eisenhower of 


1996. 

If Gen. Powell had de- 
rided to seek the U.S. pres- 
idency, he would have been 
subjected to an electoral 
ordeal unparalleled in the 
democracies on this planet 
for duration, cost, expendi- 
ture of energy, and sheer 
nastiness. Even in the 
abnormally brief 1992 cy- 
cle, curtailed by the appa- 
rent invincibility of George 
Bush, the campaign lasted 
18 months. 

This time, a really 
zealous contender like 
Senator Phil Gramm of 
Texas has been running 
almost from the moment of 
Mr. Clinton's inauguration 
on January 20. 1993. The 
travelling is murderous, the 
speech-making inane and 
the lack of privacy an end- 
less humiliation. The quest 
for the presidency requires 
not a decent plan to balance 
the budget, but, in Gen. 
Powell's words, a “passion 
and commitment” that he 
could not feel. In Bill Clin- 
ton’s case, passion and 
commitment meant a skin 
thick enough to undergo a 


primetime national televi- 
sion appearance in January 
1992, immediately after the 
football Superbowl, hand- 
in-hand with his wife, to 
explain away alleged mar- 
tial infidelities. 

Even before he had en- 
tered the race, warning 
shots were crossing the 
general’s bows. Stories were 
afoot about his wife's mild 
depressive condition. 
Equally absurd, and cer- 
tainly more wounding, were 
the attacks of conservative 
Republican activists, one of 
whom last week dismissed 
Gen. Powell's 35 years in 
the military, his two tours in 
Vietnam, his role in the 
Gulf war, as something out 
of Gilbert and Sullivan, the 
work of a man who had 
“become ruler of the 
Queen’s navy by polishing 
the handles on the big brass 
front door.” And alt that 
before he was a candidate. 

And yet every turn there 
is fundraising. The cost of a 
decent primary campaign 
runs at S20 million — and 
most, if not all. of that must 
be raised before-hand. 


With his exceptionally high 
name-recognition, Gen. 
Powell might have got away 
with less, but for lesser 
mortals the task is daunt- 
ing. As Dan Quayle noted 
when he took himself out of 
consideration last February 
(mainly because of an unex- 
pected inability to raise 
money), between then and 
the New Hampshire prim- 
ary a year later he would 
have bad to beg, borrow or 
otherwise wheedle $50,000 
a day. “Do you have to be 
out of your mind to seek the 
presidency?” Gen. Powell 
was asked last week. No, 
was the answer, out of 
obligatory deference to 
those subjecting themsevles 
to the ordeal. But it helps. 

The system, of course,- 
has its defenders. The Pres- 
idency, it may reasonably, 
be inristed. is not a straight- 
forward entry-level job. 
The brutality of a campaign 
is political Darwinism, en- 
suring the survival of the 
finest, discarding the weak, 
the half-hearted and the in- 
ept. But surely, counter 
others, the methods of 


democracy should be more 
complex than natural selec- 
tion, run according to the 
laws of market capitalism. 

The sadness and the 
tangible sense of letdown 
after Gen. Powell's depar- 
ture epitomise doubts about 
the entire electoral process. 
More and more, a vicious, 
self-defeating mechanism 
seems to be at work. The 
most appealing candidates 
tend to come from the cen- 
tre. But the driving forces 
are on the ideological ex- 
tremes, embodied by the 
activists who tend to pre- 
dominate among primary 
voters. Hence the false 
choices that have so contri- 
buted to a national disgust 
at politics that drove one in 
five American voters in 
1992 to support a flaky, 
self-promoting businessman 
named Ross Perot. 

Take Colin Powell. True, 
he symbolised his country’s 
yearning for racial healing. 
But in other ways, too. he 
embodied a "sensible cen- 
tre’* that believes, as he 
does, that abortion, while 
regrettable, should not be 
outlawed, and that com- 
mon sense dictates’ mea- 
sure of gun control. In- 
stead, the electorate is 
deafened by debate over 
false choices: between total 
gun control and the free- 
dom to have a howitzer in 
the back garden; between 
pro-choice and pro-life lob- 
bies on abortion, both bent 
on turning common ground 
into scorched earth. Re- 
form welfare and Medicare, 
yes. Roll back government, 
yes — but not in a way that 
leaves the weakest mem- 
bers of society without a 
safety net. Such was Gen. 
Powell’s philosophy. Most 
Americans agree. 

Then there is the media, 
nowhere more fickle than 
here. With few exceptions, 
Gen. Powell has been tre- 
ated with little less than 
idolatry by Lie press and 
television,' as half a dozen 
national magazine covers 
this year alone attest. But 
friends can turn into foes: 
ask Bill Clinton, first the 
darling of the chattering 
classes, only to be 
ambushed over Gennifer 
Flowers and alleged draft- 
dodging. 

Mr. Clinton took every 
shot and won the supreme 
prize. But the damage to his 
reputation infects his pres- 
idency to this day. Why, 
Colin Powell and his family 
finally asked (and 
answered, sometime, on 
Monday evening), should I 
take the same risk? 


77je Independent 


No cabinet reshuffle before Parliament session 


(Continued from page 1) 

the changes that will be intro- 
duced in cooperation with 
Parliament. 

"We are going to take ac- 
tion. But certainly it is going 
to be within the law. We are 
not going to break the law or 
act as if martial law is still 
there," the prime minister 
said, adding that the legisla- 
tive changes that will be 
made will be "absolutely" in 
line with the democratic pro- 
cess. "We have not worked 
on the details but nothing is 
going to be done without 
going through the constitu- 
tional process.” 

"We are- going to do this. 
And if this is what it takes to 
stop this sort of nonsense, [ 
do not mind criticism of being 
dictatorial or undemocratic," 
Sharif Zeid said. 

"Some people are working 
on destroying the morale of 
the people and destroying the 
confidence of the people in 
their country and their gov- 
ernment.'' 

"This is something that will 
make any of us angry,” he 
said, in response to a ques- 
tion about the anger that 
surfaced in the King's address 
last week. “It has become a 


fashion among some people 
to discredit everything in this 
country and 1 have a feeling 
that there are some foreign 
(groups) which direct certain 
people” to Wow things out of 
all proportions and to make 
them worse than they really 
are. 

The country is not perfect, 
he said, and there is room for 
improvement but forgetting 
the positive things and con- 
centrating on the negative 
aspects all the time is un- 
acceptable. "Why is it that 
we are carrying an axe and 
trying to cut down the coun- 
try?” 

Responding to a question 
on why the government had 
not taken action against 
members of the press who it 
says are on the payroll of 
foreign countries and work- 
ing against the interests of 
Jordan, the prime minister 
said it was hard to prove 
charges against such persons 
in a court of law. 

“How can you prove it in a 
court of law? A person re- 
ceiving money from fore- 
igners is not going to do it in 
the middle of the street. Such 
acts are very difficult to 
prove." 

But, the prime minister 


said, some of the material 
written in newspapers clearly 
shows that its writer is work- 
ing against the interests of the 
country and its people to 
serve the purposes of foreign 
parties. 

“Reading an article some- 
times. I'm sure that you 
notice That... no real loyal 
Jordanian (would write it) 
and I'm not talking about 
loyalty to the crown or the 
government here but about 
being Jordanian and feeling 
with your people.” 

“There is a lot of things 
ihal are objectionable as far 
as 1 am concerned but you 
cannot prove it in a court of 
law." he said. 

Addressing the changes 
that the government would 
introduce to the laws gov- 
erning professional associa- 
tions which King Hussein 
said should focus on profes- 
sional issues and stop in- 
terfering in politics, the 
prime minister said the gov- 
ernment was still studying its 
course of action in order to 
ensure that members of these 
associations were not nega- 
tively affected. 

"This is the most difficult 
point.” said the prime minis-, 
ter, adding that there were a 


lot of benefits that the union 
members had, and the gov- 
ernment would take no ac- 
tion that will deny those 
members such benefits. 

"Most of the members are 
decent people, truly Jorda- 
nian. We are not going to 
inflict on them any financial 
damage or loss. We are going 
to find a way to maintain 
their benefits,” he said. 

The professional associa- 
tions have repeatedly come 
under criticism from the King 
and the government for in- 
terfering in politics to the 
detriment of professional in- 
terests. 

The associations have been 
vocal in expressing opposi- 
tion to the peace treaty with 
Israel and have adopted deci- 
sions that will allow for the 
punishment of members who 
"normalise ties with Israel.” 

Membership in the associa- 
tions is mandatory for most 
of professions. Professional 
like doctors, lawyers and en- 
gineers cannot practise un- 
less they are members of the 
union. 

The associations have 
threatened to withdraw the 
practice licences of members 
who deal with Israelis. 

The King has said that this 


was unacceptable and in- 
structed the government to 
remedy the situation. 

It is not clear yet what the 
measures the government 
will take to end the unions’ 
interference in politics, but 
some observers say the gov- 
ernment might amend the 
law to make membership in 
the unions voluntary. 

"We have a parliament, " 
said Sharif Zeid. "If anybody 
wants to become a politician 
they can leave the unions and 
run for elections. You cannot 
use these institutipns to furth- 
er your political aims and 
your party’s aims." 

Sharif Zeid would not 
identify the country whose 
government King Hussein ac- 
cused of cowardice in his 
address to the military offic- 
ers for anacking Jordan be- 
cause it signed the peace trea- 
ty with Israel. Bur he reiter- 
ated Jordan's rejection of any 
interference in its domestic 
affairs and stressed that the 
Kingdom's policies are ar- 
ticulated to serve the in- 
terests of Jordan. 

”We have nothing to be 
embarrassed about" regard- 
ing the peace with Israel. 
Sharif Zeid said. "We didn’t 
go in the dark and talked to 


the Israelis. We received 
them in our country... we 
have done nothing to apolo- 
gise for or be shy about. We 
have done everything that we 
believe is in the best interest 
of the country.” 

“Jordan is a free country, 
we do not submit to any 
pressure... we do what we 
believe," the Prime Minister 
said. “His Majesty's history is 
very well known for not being 
amenable to any interference 
in our national affairs. 

Sharif Zeid said that ties 
with almost all Arab coun- 
tries are normal or are mov- 
ing in the right direction. 

Responding to a question 
about what some describe as 
the slow pace of the process 
of reconciliation between 
Jordan and the Gulf coun- 
tries. Sharif Zeid said rela- 
tions with most of these coun- 
tries, with the exception of 
Kuwait, were back to what 
they used to be. 

The prime minister recon- 
firmed that King Hussein will 
be meeting with King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia "ip the coming 
period" in what is seen as a 
step that will crown the pro- 
cess of reconciliation be- 
rween Jordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Saudis probe Riyadh blast 


(Continued from page 1) 

Among those claiming re- 
sponsibility for the attack 
were the previously unknown 
groups called the “Tigers of 
the Gulf," and the “Islamic 
Movement for Change," he 
said. 

A man claiming to be from 
Tigers of the Guff called AFP 
to say his group had carried 
out the bombing to force 
U.S. troops to leave Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Pentagon official ruled 
out a pullout of forces from 
the country where the United 
States has had military pre- 
sence for 50 years. “This has 
been a very stable environ- 
ment for the U.S. presence." 
the official said. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency said Riyadh will not 
change its policy over this 
"odious crime” and carried 
an interview by the interior 


minister. Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz, who warned of 
the possibility of "organised 
crime.” 

The Saudi newspaper Al 
Yom said the attack "served 
no political goal" and de- 
escribed it as “a vain attempt 
to destabilise the kingdom." 

The Arab League conde- 
mned the bomb attack and 
called for an intensified fight 
against terrorism. 

The statement came amid 
widespread regional denun- 
ciation of the attack. 

"The Arab League strong- 
ly condemns this criminal act, 
which is contrary to Arab and 
Islamic values and our reli-_ 
gions, and it calls for an 
intensification of efforts to 
fight all kinds of terrorism.” 
said Esmai Abdul Meguid. 
secretary general of the 
Cairo-based organisation. 

He called Saudi Foreign 


Minister Saud Al Faisal after 
the attack to express the 
league's concern for the 
maintenance of "stability” in 
the kingdom, which was 
“linked to the stability of all 
Arab countries." 

The bombing triggered a 
wave of condemnation' 
throughout the Arab World, 
although Iraq said it had 
"shaken the Saudi throne and 
made Washington tremble,.” 
“Will the explosion lead to 
dramatic events in Saudi Ara- 
bia?” asked the official Al 
Jumhouriyah newspaper, 
adding that he attack "con- 
firms reports from diplomatic 
circles and intelligence ser- 
vices that Saudi opposition 
movement exists.” 

It also quoted a European 
diplomat as saying the bomb- 
ing is “a very serious message 
to the Saudi and American 
people around the world, 
which expresses feelings that 
have been repressed for more 
than five years.” 


A number of Saudis distri- 
buted cassettes and spoke out 
in the mosques against the 
U.S. military buildup in 
Saudi Arabia during the 
runup to the U.S. -led Gulf 
war to drive Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait in January 1991. 

The diplomat who was not 
identified said the attack 
“shows that the Saudi opposi- 
tion has regrouped and laun- 
ched an armed struggle 
against American forces in 
Saudi Arabia.” 

The diplomat who said he 
had served in Saudi Arabia 
during the start of the 1990s 
said that “many Saudis were 
strongly opposed to the war 
with Iraq and hostile to the 
presence of U.S. troops.” 

The newspaper also quoted 
an Arab ambassador here 
who said the attack "confirms 
reports from diplomatic cir- 
cles and intelligence services 
that a secret Saudi opposition 
movement exists.” 


Assad, Musa 

(Continued from page 12) 

1942,” he said. 

He also said Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups had recently been 
presented with a proposal to 
divide the country up into 
three entities, which Syria 
would strongly oppose. 

"We are deeply concerned 
and have consulted Arab 
governments and Iraqi 
opposition groups to confront 
this dangerous proposal," he 
said. 

Israel's acting Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres meanwhile 
pledged he would make every 
effort to bridge differences 
with Syria and Lebanon be- 
fore Israeli elections in the 
coming year, and said ex- 
tremists were “messengers of 
the devil." 

He told CNN's Larry King 
that he did not intend to 
spend lime “electioneering." 


Baqoura 

(Continued from page 1) 
Israeli Arabs who brought in 
weapons from Jordan to 
Israel. 

They said entry to the 
Nahariyim (Baqoura) area 
would be barred until the 
army reopened it. 

“It has been closed from 
Saturday until today (Tues- 
day) inclusive and the army 
will have to say when it 
reopens," police spokesman 
Eric Bar-Chen told Reuters. 

"A couple of weeks ago 
three Israelis Arabs... re- 
ceived weapons from Jordan 
at that point. Another inves- 
tigation which caused it to be 
closed now is under a res- 
training order from the court 
and I cannot comment on it," 
Mr. Bar-Chen said. 

The two main border cros- 
sings used by tourists to move 
between Jordan and Israel 
are not affected by the move. 
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GENEVA (AFP) — World 
trade in merchandise is grow- 
ing markedly faster than pro- 
duction and is a sign of in- 


growth rates widened con- 
siderably starting in 1990. 

“But "it is not yet clear 
whether or not this repre- 


ereasing economic giobalisa- - sents a permanent shift to a 


tien. the World Trade Orga- 
nisation tWTO) said in an 
annual report for 1995 re- 
leased here Tuesday. 

■ The study, entitled Inter- 
national Trade — Trends and 
Statistics, found that trade in 
^oods rhis year will increase 
three times faster than output 
and twice as fast in 199t>. 

In volume, world trade will 
grow by eight per cent, consi- 
dered a high rate even though 
slightly down on the record 
9.5 percent growth recorded 
in 1994. 

For 1996 the WTO pre- 
dicted a further modest slow- 
ing but added that “trade 


growth will remain above the 
average of the past decade." 

The report said that from 
1950 to 1994. the volume of 
world trade in goods in- 
creased an average of slightly 
more than six per cent a year, 
against an increase in produc- 
tion in the same period of 
around four per cent a year. 

“Thus, during those 45 
years world merchandise 
rrade multiplied 14 times and 
output 5.5 limes.*' according 
to the study, which found 
that the gap between the two 


faster rate of increase in the 
world's trade-to-output 
ratio," the study said. 

The WTO attributed the 
surge in trade and “global 
integration*' to governmental 
policies as well as technolo- 
gical innovations that cut 
communication and transport 
costs. 

“Those developing and 
Transition economies which 
have participated in globa- 
lisation by opening up their 
own markets have enjoyed 
faster economic growth,'* 
according to the report. 

For developed nations, 
members of the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, “there is 
evidence that the deepening 
of trade linkages has helped 
moderate cyclical down- 
rums.*' 

The study noted that tech- 
nological change and “evolv- 
ing strategies of firms and 
individual investors'* are like- 
ly to provide momentum to 
globalisation. 

But it cautioned that gov- 
ernment policies can “speed 
up. slow down or even re- 
verse progress on global in- 
tegration.” 


In 1994. the value of trade 
in merchandise increased 13 
per cent, surpassing the 
amount of 54.000 billion for 
the first time to reach S4.090 
billion. 

The value of trade in ser- 
vices went up eight per cent 
to reach SI, 100 billion after 
having stagnated in 1993. 

For the first six months of 
1995. merchandise trade rose 
23 per cent in value, which, 
allown ng for the depreciation 
of the U.S. dollar, corres- 
ponds to an eight per cent 
increase in full-year growth in 
volume. 

'Among the world's top 20 
trading nations, the WTO 
found that trade measured in 
exports grew more than 20 
per cent in the first half of 
1995 in China, Malaysia. 
South Korea and Mexico. 
Exchanges measured in im- 
ports increased 20 per cent in 
South Korea, Malaysia. Thai- 
land and Brazil. 

In the last decade trade in 
products from extractive in- 
dustries fell from 14 per cent 
of the total of 11 per cent 
while the percentage of busi- 
ness machines and telecom- 
munications equipment rose 
from nine to 11 per cent. 

The percentage of other 
products in the overall pic- 
ture held more or less con- 
stant. 


j ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
I Arab Gulf states are pressing 
ahead with plans to boost 
their oil production capacity 
but actual output has re- 
mained unchanged due to 
steady increases from non- 
OPEC producers, experts 
said, 

Saudi Arabia and the two 
other Gulf oil giants Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) had banked on a 
steady growth in world de- 
mand to raise production and 
minimise economic damage 
caused by low crude prices. 

But they have been unable 
to boost actual output over 
the past three years although 
expansion projects have cre- 
ated large surplus in their 
capacities. 

‘'Gulf states are dis- 
appointed as their earlier 
projections of higher produc- 
tion did not come true,'* a 
Gulf-based oil analyst said. 
“They have no choice but to 
stick to their production 
quoras in fear any excess 
output could put further 
pressure on prices. This could 
be disastrous for their econo- 
mies as they are already suf- 
fering from low prices." 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
leading oil power, produces 
around eight million barrels 
per day (b/d) white output by 
Kuwait and the UAE has 
remained at two million and 
2.16 million b/d under an 


OPEC quota agreement. 
The 12-nation Oreani 


Official study: Japan ’s 
prosperity only skin- deep 


TOKYO (AF?) — Despite 
wealth that is the envy of 
:he rest cf the world, the 
Japanese people feel their 
quality of life lags behind 
other industrialised nations, 
according to an official study 
released "Tuesday. 

Small homes "at astrono- 
mical prices, expensive con- 
sumer products, intense work 
pressure with few holidays, 
and a restricted social life are 
a few of many complaints 
made by the Japanese. 

“Many Japanese still seem 
not to feel either affluence or 
a sense of satisfaction corres- 
ponding with the nation’s 
economic growth." the re- 
port from the Economic 
Planning Agency { EPA ) said. 

Tne report entitled Japan's 
“Autobiography for 50 Post- 
r r.r Y: irs. :n" Search of a 
Diversified Richer Lifestyle" 
■■•as carried out using official 
statistics and surveys among 
the poouh* ; on. 

Japa: 's extraordinary post- 


war boom is ilustrated by 
comparing its gross domestic 
product (GDP) figures with 
those of other countries, the 
report says. 

In 1960 Japan represented 
4. 1 per cent of the sum of all 
countries' GDPs, but reached 
18.3 per cent in 1993. GDP 
per inhabitant has surpassed 
that of the United States ev- 
ery year since 1987. 

But the EPA says this 
apparent . prosperity is only 
skin-deep. 

Average living space is the 
smallest per inhabitant 
among the industrialised 
countries, while Tokyo and 
Osaka have the world’s high- 
est land prices — 10 times the 
average for the world’s big 
cities. 

Meanwhile, the difference 
between household income 
and house prices continues to 
grow. 

The length of time spent 
working per year is higher 
than Germany, France or 


Britain. 

And although slightly 
shorter than in the United 
States, these figures do not 
inlcude “voluntary" unpaid 
overtime, which remains high 
in Japan, although it is <fe- 
creasing. 

In 1993 Japanese em- 
ployees worked 1,966 hours, 
against 2.976 hours in the 
United States, 1,902 hours in 
Britain, 1,678 hours in 
France and 1,529 in hours in 
Germany, according to 
Japanese labour ministry sta- 
tistics. 

Paid holidays are also 
much shorter than in these 
four countries, the EPA says. 

Although employees are 
legally entitled to 20 days' 
holidays in the year, many 
only take a small proportion 
of that, feeling pressure to 
show loyalty to their firm. 

The EPA also notes that 
with higher prices, the 
Japanese consume less than 
people in other industrialised 


countries, even though they 
have higher average incomes 
than other countries. 

As a result of all these 
problems, Japanese who 
complain that their living 
standards have decreased 
have outnumbered those who 
see improvements since 1974. 

Young people in particular 
are less satisfied with their 
family or professional lives 
than their counterparts in 
other industrialised coun- 
tries. 


The 12-nation Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) assigned 
the quotas in September 
1993, when it fixed on output 
ceiling of 24.52 million b/d 
for its members. The ceiling 
has remained intact ever 
since. 

OPEC oil ministers are due 
to meet in Vienna on Nov. 21 
to decide whether to change 
the ceiling or roll it over. 
Experts said it was most like- 
ly the group would extend the 
ceiling as it had no other 
choices. 

“OPEC has little room to 
manoeuvre as it already ex- 
ceeds its ceiling by nearly one 
million b/d and producers 
outside it are hiking output. 
A rise in the ceiling could 
lead to a price collapse," one 
expert said. 

OPEC's production ceiling 
has remained unchanged 
although world demand has 
grown by more than two mil- 
lion b/d over the past two 
years. 

In 1994, demand grew by 
around one million b/d to 
68.5 million b/d while it is 
forecast to rise by 1.1 million 
b/d in 1995 and 1.6 million 
b/d in 1996. 

The bulk of the increase in 
the past two years was met on 
North Sea producers Britain 
and Norway, which will likely 
account for most of the 
growth in 1996, according to 
OPEC and independent esti- 
mates. Increases will also 
come from China, Mexico. 
Brazil, Ecuador. An^ata. 
Argentina and Onu 

Venezuela and some other 
OPEC members have been 
blamed for most of the 
group's excess production of 
around one million b/d in 
September. But Gulf states 
have stressed they would re- 
spect their output quotas, 
fearing any violations could 
spur another production war 
and hit prices. 

According to the Kuwait- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). production 
by it 5^10 members grew by 
only 200,000 b/d in 1994 and 
there would be a similar rise 


in 1995 and 1 $&- 

It said member states, in- 
cluding Saudi Arabia and 
other key Arab producers, 
were exercising restraint to 
stave off another price crisis. 

“Steady increases in the 
production by independent 
oil producers have put strong 
pressure on OPEC and de- 
pressed its share in the world 
market." it said. “This has 
placed it in a difficult situa- 
tion, in which it has to choose 
between safeguarding its 
market share or continuing 
its role as a residual producer 
to protect prices against a 
fresh collapse." 

It said OPEC's crude sup- 
plies increased by only 

300.000 b/d in 2994 and the 
growth would decline to 

200.000 b/d in 1995 and 1996. 

Experts said Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwait and the UAE were 
expanding capacity in the 
hope demand for their oil 
would pick up after the year 
2000 when supply sources 
from other areas began to 
decline. 

The three countries cur- 
rently have an extra capacity 
of more than two million b/d 
and the figure is set to surge 
after more expansion pro- 
jects are completed in the 
year 2000, the experts said. 

Saudi Arabia's capacity 
will reach around 10 million 
b/d while Kuwait plans to 
boost it to 3.5 million b/d and 
the UAE to three million b/d. 

“In the near future, their 
coffers are not expected to 
see any large improvement as 
output and prices will likely 
remain stable," an oil analyst 
said. “But the situation will 
change when supplies from 
other producers start to re- 
cede. Gulf states could then 
regain their oil boom pre- 
stige.” 



BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government Mon- 
day ordered businesses to be- 
gin pricing consumer goods 
and services in Lebanese liras 
as of Dec. 2 in a bid to curtail 
the pegging of prices to the 
U.S. dollar. 

“All retail shops should list 
prices of items, consumer 
goods and services of any 
kind in Lebanese liras,” Eco- 
nomy Minister Yasm Jaber 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Jaber said inspectors 
from the ministry's consumer 
protection agency will begin 
slapping summons against 
those who fail to abide by the 
new pricing policy. 

“The stability of the 
Lebanese lira against foreign 
currencies in the past three 
years leaves no justification 
for further pricing in foreign 


currencies, " Mr. Jaber told 
Reuters. 

He said it -was up to cus- 
tomer to pay either in liras or 
the equivalent sum in foreign 
currency. 

Most shops began pricing 
in U.S. dollars during Leba- 
non's 1975-1990 civil war 
when the lira sank in value, 
reaching a low of about 2,750 
in mid- 1992. 
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But the local currency be- 
gan a slow appreciation since 
Prime Minister Rafik AI 
Hariri entered office in Octo- 
ber 1992. It dosed at 1,602 
against the dollar on Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Jaber said his decision 
came after he noticed the^- 
“insistence of some shops 
and restaurants to price and 
collect bills in U.S. dollars." 
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U.N. chief appeals 
to private sector 


A » w 77 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — U.N. Secretary- General Bout- 
ros Boutros-Ghali Tuesday addressed the European Parlia- 
ment and called on the private sector worldwide to help 
build a “new social and democratic transitional order." 

The speech, the first ever by Dr. Boutros-Ghali to the 
assembly, was given to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations. 

Speaking in French to a plenary session in the eastern 
French dty of Strasbourg Dr. Boutros-Ghali said business 
had to help in the effort for democracy, and for the creation 
of a “new sodal pact." 

Commercial and finandal companies... must make the 
interests of the general public and collective well-being a 
part of their economic strategies," he said. “The globalisa- 
tion of the economy has to go hand-in-hand with a 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrf Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, November 15, 1995 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter la each square, to form 
four ordinary wards. 


TRAFC 


Read 'em 
and weep 

\ 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Avoid one in authority 
who is irate at this time and 
would not grant yon any 
favour. Think, before you 
speak and do not criticise' 
otbensr 


AURBUE 





A WINNING HAND 
OFTEN MEANS THIS. 


GLUDEE 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 indisposed 
5 Oil cartel letters 
9 Befiftmg a king 

14 Disney sci-fi film 

15 Lampreys 

16 Irregularly 
notched 

17 M-.ne ever 

1 S giving no heed 
1 S Sing like Bing 
20 Pass a law 
22 Cheap copies 
2^ Vest 

26 Speak in a silly 
way 

27 "Gil — " (LeSage 
novel) 

29 Eternity 

30 Sphere 

33 Constancy 

37 Painter Paul 

38 Thrusting 
weapon 

39 Food scrap 

40 " — of robins..." 
ai Composer 

Satie 

42 Fondness for 
candy 

44 Family member 

45 Cut short 

46 Military 
acronym 

47 Explorer La — 

49 Jaunty 

53 Made to be 
easily 
assembled 

57 Funny O'Donnell 

58 Tidal bore 

59 Shed lears 
61 Swerve 

52 More mature 

63 Memorable 
periods 

64 iherefore 

65 Chimney ducts 
65 Alphabet run 
67 Joinled stalk 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Scatter 

2 Cara or Papas 

3 Closing 
measures 

- Ciiug-a-lug 


5 Ref. work 

6 Furtive look 

7 Oxlike antelope 

8 English novelist 

9 Compute 

10 Actor Flynn 

11 Blunder 

12 From a specified 
lime 

13 Camera part 
21 Diacritical mark 
23 Utters gently 
25 Skater Babilonia 
28 Walk-clearing 

machine 

30 Ersatz buller 

31 What's left 

32 "Uttle Women" 
name 

33 Luge 

34 Scarlett's 
home 

35 OK city 

36 “ — I saw Elba" 

37 Rcb 

40 Rose essence 
42 Auction word 
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43 Jutting rock 
45 — dozen 

47 Rock debris 

48 Pitchers 

50 Grenoble's 
river 

51 Blockade 

52 Kina of Judea 


53 Cut made by a 
saw 

54 Arrest 

55 USSR secret 

police 

56 Tidy 

60 Joe Patemo's 

cell. 


m 


Now arrange the circled leners to 
form iho surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer horn : A 


“I like being immature! When you turn 
ninety. I’ll just be entering my thirties!" 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbloo: CRAZE FETID PENCIL TOFFEE 
Answer Whai the punch-drunk fighter considered his 
boxing career — THE DAZE OF HJS UFE 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May * 

20) Find new data which can' 
be applied to your own in- 
terests to make career activi- 
ties better, be sure it is the . 
acceptable kind. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Don't try to handle some 
business affair with a testy 
person today or you soon find 
yourself behind the prover- 
bial eight ball. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Avoid being 
'pressured into some agree- 
ment with another and feel 
safe both during the day and 
night for your to be prosper- . 
ous. 
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LEO :(July 22 to August 21)' 
Although your career activi- 
ties may be going slowly, 
don't run after other interests 
or you will regret it later. 
Show you have poise and 
wisdom. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


VfcU BOOB, WHAT CHA 
SITTING ON THE , 
RADlAToRWR ? A 
THERE'S NO r T* 

heat Jyft' 
coming 

up.' 




THERES ONLY ONE WAY 
TO KEEP WARM -KEEP 

moving/ 




VIRGO: (August 22 to ---* 
September 22) Get together - I 
with congenial friends and - -fc 
loved ones and have a fine fr 
time, provided you are not - 1* 
extravagant. Be patient and 
opportunities will come to 
you. s 

LIBRA: (September 23 to . 

October 22) Be sure to use . I 

control^ today with those who _ \ 
dwell with you and main tain har- 
mony. Show that you have a 
sense of humour. ~ , 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to " < 

November 21) Be careful you 
do nothing iri the world of ‘ 

activity today which could be 
harmful to your health. Re- 
main poised against all 
adversity. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You may 
not be thinking straight 
where money is concerned 
today,, so be sure to doub- 
leclick. everything for cotn- 
plei. curacy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Don’t be soft- 
spoken if some situation 
prises which is not to yonr >: 

liking, or you can regret it. ■ ' 1 
Caution is the keynote at this c 
time. m % £ 

AQUARIUS: (January | 

February 19) A practical ^ 

affair of a personal nature A 

should be be further studied, / 

so don't jump into it as yet or 
you could regret your deci- 
sion at a later time. T 

PISCES: (February 20. jfp ' ^ 
March 20) You may find it 
difficult to gain some person- 
al wish, so concentrate on 
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other objectives. Be. cofr. 
ccnied with the practical-^ 




Sirthstone of November: Top** , 
— Tiger’s Eye , . - V 
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Japanese banks ha re bad loans worth $370b\ 
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OKYO (R) — Japan’s 
•pbartled financial insiitu- 
qqj, are carrying bad loans 
ji $370 billion, the minis- 
of finance revealed Tu«- 
£v. • 

TTw ministry unveiled its 
asi detailed estimates ever 
f the bad loans weighing on 
K nation's financial indus- 
ry, juhich it said totalled 
7 *39 iritfion yen (S370 bil- 
nn) as of the end of Scptem- 

^■Wc decided to disclose 
tie data..- as there was critic- 
m that our previous csri- 
aaies... *cre too small.” a 
ministry official told repor- 
ts- 

The latest estimates were 
nade after the ministry held 
bred talks with each finan- 
sal institutions. 

Bad loans are made up of 
3 iins to bankrupt firms, non- 
* /forming loans and restruc- 
ured loans. Non-performing 
pans are those on which in- 
erest payments are in arrears 
iy six months or more, and 
^Tinctured loans are those 
* which interest payments 


have been cut or waived to 
help ailing firms get back on 
their feet. 

The ministry said restruc- 
tured loans totalled 12.% tril- 
lion yen (S12S billion) at the 
end of September. 

The ministry earlier this 
year estimated' Japan's total 
bad loans at 40 trillion ven 
($396 billion). 

Concern about the stability 
of Japan's financial system 
has been mounting because 
of the collapse of four credit 
unions and a regional bank in 
the past year, and the scandal 
involving Daiwa Bank’s New 
York branch which allegedly 
covered up U.S. securities 
trading losses of SI .1 billion. 

Those problems have 
caused the so-called Japan 
premium — the extra cost 
Japanese banks are paying to 
raise funds abroad. 

Analysts said, however, 
they still believe the real bad- 
loan figure may be much 
higher and some said they 
would treat the ministry's 
latest figures with scepticism. 

“I roughly estimate Japan's 


Singapore Airlines 
Boeing planes at a cost 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singa- "We have spent consider- 


porc Airlines (SIA) said 
Tuesday it plans to buy 77 
pew Boeing 777-200B passen- 
ger planes over the next nine 
years at a total cost of around 
$117 billion. 

Of the 77 new aircraft, 34 
are on “firm order" and 43 
on option, SIA said in a 
statement. 

The company chose the 
Boeing 777's in preference to 
A330 aircraft from Airbus. 

! SIA managing director 
Cbeotig Choong Kong said 
j the bids had been very dose. 


“We have spent consider- 
able time studying the op- 
tions and discussing them 
with the manufacturers,” he 
said. 

“Having made our choice, 
we are assured of our capac- 
ity growth over the next 10 
years in the thriving Asia- 
Pacific region, where these 
aircrafts will be deployed,” 
Mr. Cheong said. 

“As with previous orders 
in recent years, SIA expects 
to finance the purchase large- 
ly from its cash flow, but if 
necessary, the airline will re- 
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bad loans at around 75 tril- 
lion yen ($742 billion)." said 
Yukiko Ohara, a UBS secur- 
ities analyst. 

Analysts said it is common 
for Japanese banks to lend 
new money to ailing com- 
panies to help them meet 
interest payments in an 
attempt to cut the amount of 
non-performing loans the 
bank is holding. 

This policy made it difficult 
to estimate the real amount 
of had loans. Mr. Ohara said. 

Leo O'Neil, president of 
Standard Poor's Corp (S.P.) 
said last month the U.S. cre- 
dit rating agency estimated 
Japan's bad loans at ftO tril- 
lion yen ($594 billion). 

"Our analysts estimated 
the figure through conversa- 
tions with banks." he said at 
the time, adding that the gap 
between the S.P. estimate 
and the ministry figure illus- 
trated a lack of disclosure. 

Despite the continuing 
concern of many analysts.ihe 
ministry officials said the 
latest data was the most 

to buy 
of $12.7b 

sort to borrowing or leasing,” 
SIA said. 

SIA also said that it was 
ordering 1S7 Trent engines, 
including 35 spares, for the 

6 lanes from Britain's Rolls- 
oyee PLC. 

Rolls-Royce said in a sepa- 
rate statement from London 
that its order was worth £1.2 
billion ($1.87 billion). 

The statement said the 
Rolls-Royce order covers 61 
of the twin-engined planes. It 
said no decision has been 
taken on the engines for the 
remaining 16 planes. 

Six of the firm orders for 
aircraft and 10 of the options 
are intended for Singapore 
Aircraft Leasing Enterprise 
(SALE), the leasing associate 
of SIA. based in Singapore. 


realistic picture of the current help them pay interest on 

state of bad loans in Japan. loans. We believe the data 

“It's difficult lor financial which we disclosed today i> in 
institutions to provide new line with reality." the official 
money to ailing companies to said. 
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« A review of news from the Ara&o press 

Low demand for gold keeps 
jewelry market in recession 


r~~ MANY JEWELERS consider their mar- 
Jket in be in ;t state o! recession due to the Sow 
demand for gold since 1^92. Some of them 
»cnt as far us saying that it is the beginning of 
llie downfall lor (he jewellers industry in 
Jordan as people are showing liitlc interest in 
busing jewelry. Others attribute the recession 
to the reluctance of expatriates and foreign 
tourists to purchase gold. 

Hussan Aqaileh. a jeweler, said gold prices 
base remained stable for about three years. 
He noted that summer months are usually the 
main season for buying gold, especially the 
gold (hut is manufactured locally . Mr. 
Aqaileh indicated thjt locally -manufactured 
gold enjoys lower labour cost and a low profit 
margin. 

Ahmad Asha complained of :he large num- 
ber of jewellery shops in Amman and de- 
scribed the market js "not good" due to the 
stiff competition. He explained that a jeweler 
loses 2<k! fils per gramme of gold but the loss 
is compensated from the cost of workman- 
ship. Mr. Asha indicated that the jewelery 
market was very weak due to the low number 
ot expatriates who were the main buyers of 
gold in the past as they were the mam source 
of large flows of foreign currencies to the 
country. 

He criticised (he Income Tax Department 
which insists on collecting 15 per cent income 
tax from jewelery shops when "we are not 
making a five per cent profit as a result of low- 
prices. " 

Mahmoud fCalha said: "Most of our sales 
are fur marriage occasions and some social 
activities whereas m the past it used to be for 
so many countless occasions." He indicated 
that there are some cases where a husband 
comes back to sell the jewellery he bought his 
bride two-months ago to settle financial 
obligations to other parties. Mr. Kalha said 
the current slack situation in the gold market 
has not been in such a condition since eight 
years. He further noted that there is no 
interest hv investors to buy gold coins as a way 
of saving. 

Maher Abu Sarah inherited the profession 
from his father, but. he sav.s. jewelery busi- 
ness is not profitable as before. "Had I 
invested my capital in a bank I would have 


earned a better return than what 1 get from 
the jewelery business and without any effort," 
he said. He said the recession in the jewelery 
market has been affecting jewelers for the 
past four years despite the fact that jewelers 
are charging minimal cost for workmanship. 
Mr. Abu Sarah did not see any benefit from 
the Centra] Bank decision to fix the dinar 
exchange rate to the dollar pointing out that 
jewelers trade gold at the international price 
for the dollar. 

Mohammad Hamyyeh regretted that nowa- 
days anyone with a capital can enter the 
profession without referring to the association 
of goldsmiths and without having any experi- 
ence in making and selling jewelery. He 
pointed out that more than 2WJ new jewelery 
shops opened in Amman suburbs over the 
past four years and noted that 90 per cent of 
(hose jewelers do not have any knowledge of 
the profession, the standard of which there- 
fore gets affected negatively. Mr. Hanniyeh 
said some jewelers cannot determine the 
purity of gold presented to them by customers 
and that creates confusion and misunder- 
standing with clients. 

RESPONDING TO demands by meat 
importers that the price of beef meat be raised 
due to higher prices at the countries of origin, 
the Ministry of Supply said ir would not raise 
the price pending a study it was conducting to 
verify the real cost of importing beef meat 
from these countries. The ministry said the 
official price remains JD 2. SOU per kilogram- 
me for imported beef and anyone charging 
more would be fined for price violation. 

Butchers complained last week that impor- 
ters of beef were demanding higher prices and 
the ministry started investigating the issue. 
Elia Nuqul.' head of the association of food- 
stuff traders, said beef prices increased by 
abour JD 7U» a tonne at the countries of 
origin in addition to an increase in freight 
charges from last October. As such, he added, 
it is "imperative that prices be raised so as 
importers do not incur losses. Mr. Nuqul said 
routine procedures at various government 
institutions hinder the interests of importers 
who will be forced to take extra storage and 
cooling costs. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent v 

In Um Uthalna, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and< 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for j 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tek 010605. 810609. 810520 


MING-SHING 
Cfiinese Restaurant 

i The Best Cooking. 
Best Sendee, 

Best Atmosphere I in Amman 
Deir GhOar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytur 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - jt 29 anti 
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g A N A N I a 
TECHNICAL 

*ETAL WORK 5 

Suppliers oT high 
quality welding 

machines, 
electrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 
tfavm a ipmdoi and 
futty mqoippmd 

methn Hr 
maintmamnee. 

Fix V«. 750208-787830 
Tfll Ho. 7 50208-787 8W 
UUar Pfc— IhO » Mi S 3 0 


A 1 * 1 4 jt . Vo iH 
liWAa. ^ o Jl fr jjIuuj AjSjLd) 

863944 - 81 6690 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
, Sushi 


Fcr Res. 812997 - 814118 
Mocc.i St D.-iOud Center 


For Rent 


_ Deluxe Furnished 

c 

irand Unfurnished <r 

w. 

^Villas apartments ^ 
Sand office Space 

QC 

oTo Suit all Budgets jo 

681113 r 8881 6 
For Rent - For Rent 


8-1 6690 

At 
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La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 
\geuA*# c . 




Tel. 680093 


AVIS RENTACAR 


RENT A PHONE 

when you pick 
up vour keys 




Uclrv IiukIci 


Tel. 699420 
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Deluxe Villas 
SiAppartments 
in Amman. 
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Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 


Ifm rfdcfom U Amm 


Quality Furnished Suites 


“J 

VILLA 

m 

D\ 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 63S212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
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Abdoun - Tel : 81956- 
Mobil Phone - (079) 293) 


|[HC FIRST & ONLY 


? ' RtESH CUTS TO YOUR 
SHOP, on 0M028 OFFICE 
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DOLLAR 


RENT A CAN 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmemni 

rek mm 


M.lllriu' N. .lkk.l»i v\ > 'll- 

Francesco 

smalto 


Paris 

WeCvl 


o 


•••jis Feraud - Amrnu 
ComiTiorciai Center GF 
j •• • utbsins • T '?l 8SJ721 






Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079/21526 

Shmisani King Abdullah GanJens 


junior 

MaxMara 

SPORTMAK 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Grek 
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Graf named player of the year 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
WTA Tour rolled out two of 
its greatest former champions 
at Madison Square Garden 
on Monday to honour the, 
best in women’s tennis in' 
1995. 

Retired greats Chris Evert 
and Martina Navratilova 
presided over the WTA Tour 
annual awards ceremony be- 
tween matches at the season - 
ending championships, an 
event won a combined 12 
times by the pair. 

There were no surprises in 
the major awards categories 
with world number one Steffi 
Graf taking player of the year 
honours. 

Despite injuries and per- 
sonal problems, the German 
star won eight of the 10 
tournaments she entered this 
year, including the French 
Open, Wimbledon and the 
U.S. Open. She compiled a 
44-2 match record, heading 
into the season finale. 

There could be only one 
choice for comeback player 
of the year and Monica Seles, 
who was forced to pull out of 
the tournament with tendini- 
tis of the left knee and a 
sprained ankle, flew to New 
York to accept the award. 

After more than two and a 


half years away from the 
game following her horrific 
on court stabbing in Ham- 
burg in 1993, Seles returned 
in August and won her first 
tournament back — the 


Canadian Open. She then 
cruised all die way to the 
U.S. Open final before fall- 
o Graf 


ing to Graf in three sets. 

“I wish I was playing this 
week.” Seles told the crowd. 


Women’s tennis rankings 


1. Steffi Graf (Ger) 

383-27 pts 

. Monica Sets (USA) 

special deefa 

2. Condnta Martmez (Spa ) 

251.14 

3. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

234.66 

4. Kinriko Date (Jpo) 

169.40 

5. Gabrieli Sabadni (Arg) 

167.10 

6. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

166.31 

7. Magdalena Makers (Bd) 

149.03 

8. Mary Joe Fernandez (USA) 

13435 

9. Ira MajoE (Kor) 

131.53 

10. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

‘ 13130 

11. Jana Novotna (Cm) 

13037 

11 Anke Hnber (Ger) 

11035 

13. Chanda Robin (USA) 

9133 

14. Brenda Sdnltz (Ned) 

8732 

15. Natadsa Zvereva (Hr) 

8333 

16. Martina Hingis (Swi) 

7034 

17. Naofco Sawaautsn (Jpo) 

0931 

18. Amy Frazier (USA) 

66.17 

19. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

62.7) 

20. Lisa Raymond (USA) 

5931 


“I’m looking forward to 
seeing you in* 1996 and play- 
ing some -great tennis. 1 ' 

Lest there be any doubt 
about how much tournament 
organisers miss Seles, here,* 
her picture with a banner 
headline that reads ‘‘welcome 
back Monica” adorns both 
the official programme and 
draw sheet for the showcase 
event. 

Tuesday bad even been de- 
signated “welcome back 
Monica night” before her 
withdrawal late last week. 

Doubles team of the year 
went to American Gigi Fer- 
nandez and Natasha Zvereva 
of Belarus, winners of the 
French and U.S. Opens and 
runners-up at Wimbledon 
and the Australian Open. 

Nineteen-year-old Amer- 
ican Chanda Rubin was 
named most improved play- 
er. 

Rubin cracked the top 20 
this year and is now 13th in 
the rankings. She qualified 
for the this week's elite 16- 
player field for the first time. 

Most improved newcomer 
went to Swiss prodigy Marti- 
na Hingis, who turned pro- 
fessional last year and is 
already ranked 16th in the 
world. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms 2nd floor with garage. 
Location: Shmeisani. Yearly rent JD 6000. 

Call Tel.: 681672 


Under the patronage of 

Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah Bin Al-Hussein 
and Princess Rania Al-Abdullah 

The Embassy of Spain 

In cooperation with 

The Cervantes Institute 

Proudly Presents 

The Famous Baroque & Ancient Music Quartet 


La Folia 


In a Concert 

On Thursday 16 November, at 8 p.rri. 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
Sponsored by 

Freddy for Music 

Ticket price: JD 5 


Available at: 


Music Box 

815745 

Technics 

663033 

Babiche 

661322 

Chez Hilda 

824808 

Al-Ahlia Abe la 

688481 

Safeway 

685311 

Romero 

644227 

The Cervantes Institute 

610858 

Freddy for Music 

692696 
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HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 



Vision, There is a place above 
the horizon of finite thoughts 
To see it is a gift. Once seen, 
it is a destiny. 

The place is The Inter*Continental 
Hotel, and the gift is Quiz Night 
Your destiny awaits you 
every Wednesday Night at El Pasha. 


Uniquely Inter - Continental 


UEFA head disagrees with 
Havelange on Nigeria 


PRAGUE (R) — UEFA chief Lennart Johansson said on 
Monday that no decision had been taken to transfer the 
1997 World Youth Soccer Championship to Nigeria despite 
reports that FIFA head Joao Havelange promised the 
African country the even t last week. 

Johansson, also a FIFA vice-president, said he only 
knew about Havelange's trip to Nigeria from the papers, 
and that such a decision could not be taken until the 
political situation in Nigeria stabilises. 

“The only thing I know is that we have decided to go to 
Malaysia in 1997. We took a decision already. If anything is 
to be changed it has to go back to the executive 
committee,” he said during a FIFA symposium in Prague. 

“Until the situation stabilises, we should avoid sending 
young people somewhere, if for medical reasons, or from a 
security court of view, there are risks.” he added. 

Havelange made a four-day trip to Nigeria last week 
during which he met the country's military ruler General 
Sani Abacba and was awarded a traditional chieftancy after 
saying they may be given the 1997 tournament. 

He also apologised for FIFA's last-minute decision to 
prevent the African country from holding the finals in 
March, after being informed there were outbreaks of 
cholera and mcningitus at two of the venues due to stage 
matches. 

Havelange’s visit occurred before the execution of nine 
dissidents in Nigeria led to the country's suspension from 
the British Commonwealth and the recalling of ambassa- 
dors by the European Union and the United States. 

The lack of communication surrounding the visit could 
further strain relations between Havelange and Johansson. 
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■Don't count me ou 


Utah Jazz’s (32) Karl Malone goes up to pass a round 
Toronto Raptor's (54) Ed Pinckney and (25) Oliver Miller 


during first half action In Toronto November 13. Utah won 
103-100 (Reuters photo) r 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, salon and dining room; with large 
kitchen and breakfast room. A garden and a 
garage. 

Location: 5th Circle, JabaJ Amman 

For more information please call Tel: 666755 


Jazz beat Raptors, Dallas over Vancouver 


FOR RENT IN WEST SHMEISANI 

1. Newly (unfurnished) apartment-three 
bedrooms, 207 sq.m., first floor. 

2. Furnished studio (one bedroom + sitting 
area + kitchen and bathroom). 

Please call Tel: 645142 


TORONTO (R) — John 
Stockton scored 15 of his 29 
points in the third quarter 
and added two late free 
throws that snapped a tie as 
the Utah Jazz defeated the 
slumping Toronto Raptors. 
103-100. on Monday. 

With the score tied 99-99. 
Stockton hit a pair of free 
throws to give the Jazz the 
■lead with 1:33 remaining. 

Then Alvin Robertson hit 
on of two free throws to pull 
the Raptors within a point, 
but Utah’s Adam Keefe 
made a layup for a 103-100 
advantage with 5.5 seconds to 


go. 

Toronto s 


Tracy Murray 
missed a three-pointer at the 
buzzer, sending the expan- 
sion dub to its xith straight 
loss after a win in its fir$t-ever 
game. 

“It’s the little things that 
arc killing us! but we’re going 
to be okay,” Murray said. 
■‘We've got to keep our heads 
cool at the end of the game. 
We never quit, that's one 
thing I'm happy with.” 


In Vancouver. Scott 
Brooks scored five of his 
seven points in a fourth- 
quarter run and Jason Kidd 
added 26 points as the Dallas 
Mavericks overcame a horri- 
ble shooting performance to 
defeat the Vancouver Griz- 
zlies. 94-89. 


Robertson and Willie 
Anderson each scored 22 
points for Toronto. 


Dallas led. 70-69. with 9:25 
to play before Brooks nailed 
a three-pointer with 9:04 re- 
maining. George McCloud 
and Jim Jackson made two 
free throws apiece to make it 
77-69. 


Bryant Reeves scored a 


basket to pull the Grizzlies 
within six before Brooks cap- 
ped the run with a pair of free 
throws to give Dallas a 79-71 
edge. 

Kidd hit a pair of baskets in 
a 9-2 run late in the fourth, 
quarter that put the game out 
of reach. 

Dallas shot 27.7 per cent 
from the field, making just 
26-of-94 shots. 

Greg Anthony scored 19 
points and Byron Scott added 
17 for Vancouver, which has 
lost five straight after, starting 
the season with two wins. 
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FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Most elegant first floor (area 300 sq.m.) near 
Chilean Embassy. 3 bedrooms (one master with 
Jacuzzi, bath), independent central heating, air 
conditioning, satellite dish. With quality and new 
furniture. Rent negotiable after visit. 

Kindly call 828391 


Save water! 
every drop 

counts - 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. 


NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BID 
FOR 

CONSTRUCTION WORK OF STEEL STORAGE RACKS SYSTEM 


XNDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. (UQ, INVITES TENDER FOR 
SUPPLY AND CONSTRUCTION WORKS OF THE FOLLOWING FACILITY AT THE 
PROJECT SITE IN THE SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL FREE ZONE AT ESHIDIYA. 


TENDER REF. NO. 

FACILITY 

C-007/K 

SUPPLY AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
STEEL STORAGE RACKS SYSTEM- 
WITH ASSOCIATED LIGHTING 
SYSTEM FOR THE ENGINEERING 
STORES. 


THE TENDER DOCUMENTS COVERING THE SCOPE OF WORK, TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION AND OTHER GENERAL/ COMMERCIAL TERMS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT OUR OFFICE. 


INTERESTED dVIL/STRUCTURAL CONTRACTING COMPANIES OR ANY OTHER 
SPECIALISED COMPANIES IN THE RELATED FIELD REGISTERED WITH 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS OR INDUSTRIAL MINISTRY IN JORDAN 
(GRADE I J & IH) MAY COLLECT THE ABOVE TENDER DOCUMENTS ON 
PAYMENT BY CASH/DEMAND DRAFT (ADDRESSED TO "INDO-JORDAN 
CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD." PAYABLE AT AMMAN) A SUM OF JD. 100 FOR 
EACH TENDER DOCUMENT FROM THE MANAGER (ADMINISTRATION & 
PERSONNEL) XNDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD.. 3RD FLOOR. DELMON 
BUILDING, F.Ol BOX NO. 926787, AMMAN 11110 (TEL.NO. *85732) , ON ANY 
WORKING DAY TILL 30.Xl.9SL 


BIDDERS SHALL SUBMIT THEIR BIDS FOR THE ABOVE TENDER 
SUPERSCRIBING THE TENDER REF. NO. ON THE ENVELOPE AND SUBMIT IT ON 
OR BEFORE 1400 HRS. ON 31.12.95. 


BABUK.VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


U.S. team goes coach hunting 


FOXBORO. Massachusetts 
(R) — Major League Soc- 
cer's New England Revolu- 
tion. looking to sign a big 
name coach, sent general 
manager Brian O'Donovan 
to Lisbon on Monday to 
speed up the hunt. 

O'Donovan will watch 
Wednesday's Portugal- 
Ircland European Cham- 
pionship qualifying match 
and hopes to interview 
coaching candidates — in- 
cluding Ireland manager Jack 
Charlton — for the 1996 in- 
augural season of the U.S. 
League. 

■'We're going to come up 
with the best coach avail- 
able." said O'Donovan. 
"Money will not stand in our 
way. Wc’rc not going to 
spend a million dollars but we 
want to win and that (select- 
ing a coach) is where it all 
starts.” 

"He (Charlton) has been 
courted by us,” O'Donovan 
said. "Anyone of his calibre 
would be. I don't plan on 
talking to him any lime be- 
fore the match, nobody in his 


right mind would, it is far too 
important but I will talk to 
him at some point.” 

Charlton, a member of En- 
gland's 1966 World Cup 
champions, said last month 
he would qutr as Ireland man- 
ager the moment the team 
were eliminated from the 
European Championship. 

But on Monday Charlton, 
who guided Ireland into the 
1990 and 1994 World Cup 
finals. Adopted a different 
line. 

"No matter what happens 
here I'm going to sit down 
and think about it." he told 
reporters in Portugal ahead 
of the Group. Six match. 

"I never said I was de- 
finitely leaving. I said I would 
consider it. And it certainly 
won't be the press that drives 
me out. it will be the people 
of Ireland." 

The revolution have ack- 
nowledged targeting a trio of 
candidates — Charlton. 
Ossie Ardiles and Toni Jose 
Da Conceicao. 

O Donovan said he also 
hoped to meet Toni on the 


trip. 

Ardiles. a member of 
Argentina’s 1978 and 1982 
World Cup squads, was fired 
as coach of Mexican first 
division club Guadalajara 
two weeks ago. 

Toni, who played with 
Benfica of Portugal from 
1968-82. had managerial 
stints with Benfica. Bordeaux 
of France and Spain's Sevilla, 
who fired him three weeks 
ago. 

O'Donovan said season 
tickets for the inaugural MLS 
campaign, which begin on 
April 6. had been "selling ^ 
a good clip” with about 1.500 
tickets sold so far for 1996. 

"We have a very savvy 
bunch of fans :n the Bosion 
area," O’Donovan said, "and 
many know that this is the 
last chance to support a 
national soccer league in this 
country.” 

Charlton may be a front- 
runner for the position in the 
mind of Revolution manage- 
ment due to the large frish 
population of metropolitan 
Boston. 
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RENAISSANCE TOURS 

Has the pleasure to announce its promotional fares to the USA 

DAILY ROUND-TRIPS TO: 

NEW YORK, NY 
LOS ANGELES. CA 
CHICAGO, IL 
AUSTIN, TX 
MIAMI, FL 


680 

970 

785 

900 

890 


ATLANTA, GA 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
CLEVELAND, OH 
DALLAS, TX 
DENVER, CO 


845 

970 

785 

870 

900 


' ow utiNVtR, CO 900 

For more information & fares to other points please call 640117 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


pftegets Wimbledon revenge 

N3E9V YORK (AFP) — Kimiko Date came from a set down 
jobwt iana.Novotna and avenge her Wimbledon quarter- 
gal, defeat in the WTA Tour Championship at Madison 
Square Garden here Monday . The first Japanese player 
gvpr TO reach the semi-finals at this year's French Open 
itqa'S-7. 6-3; 6-4 in two hours and now plays Anke Huber, 
who surprised Australian Open champion Mary Pierce of 
fiince'in the quarter-finals. The German, who won her 
jgjjl tournament of the year at Leipzig last month, took 
exactly 60 minutes to win 6-2, 6-3 against an error-prone 
opponent who also lost in the first round in Philadelphia 
left week. Novotna surprised Date by repeatedly coming to 
fte-aei in the first set but the Japanese adapted and if her 
passing shots did not score she could rely on Novotna 
gpsshtg her volleys. "The last time I played her in 
Vfchbkdon she didn’t come to the net that much," Date 
said- 

Dynamo Kiev to ask for ban reduction 

KIEV (R) — Dynamo Kiev will appeal to UEFA for a 
reduction in their three-year European ban. "We fed 
insulted by an unfair decision and will prove that we are 
fully in the right club spokesman Olexy Semenenko said 
on Monday. "We do not want this matter to be re- 
examined, we are asking for the suspension to be reduced 
from three years to one. We intend to make our appeal in 
the spring so that next autumn we will be able to take part 
in European competition. UEFA suspended Dynamo from 
European competitions and banned two club executives for 
life m September after the referee for the Champions’ 
League match against Panathinaikos said club officials had 
offered him fun. worth S30.GUU. Dynamo won 1-0. The club 
denied the charges, but UEFA upheld the suspension after 
a five-hour appeal hearing. 

Eriksson signs for Subaru 

PARIS (AFP) — The 1995 Asia-Pacific Rally champion, 
Kenneth Eriksson, has signed for the Subaru World Rally 
team anti! the end of 1997. Subaru said that the Swedish 
star and his co-driver Staffan Parmander were in England 
last Thursday to sign a contract. They will contest in both 
the World and the Asia-Pacific Rally Championships. As 
well as taking the 1995 Asia-Pacific title. Eriksson also w>on 
[he Australian and Swedish rounds of the World Cham- 
pionship and he currently lies third overall. He will join up 
at Subaru with Scotland's Colin McRae who will battle 
against Spain's Carlos Satnz later this month for this year's 
world rally title in the closing round in Britain. 

Hearts sign Swedish striker 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish striker Hans Eskilsson 
has' signed a one-year contract with Scottish Premier 
Division side Hearts, the Swedish TT news agency said 
Monday. Eskilsson had played three games for the 
Edinburgh side on a short-term contract and did enough to 
impress manager Jim Jeffries. His arrival coincided with a 
sharp reversal of fortune for Hearts who were bottom of 
the league when he came and two wins and a draw later are 
now in mid-table. 

Don’t count me out yet: Charlton 

LISBON (AFP) — Republic of Ireland manager Jack 
Chariton insisted Monday that he will not immediately quit 
as manager if his side are eliminated from the European 
Championships here on Wednesday. A month ago, when 
Ireland earned a reprieve by scaping home 2-1 against 
group six minnows Lativa, Chariton said: "The moment we 
don’t qualify 1 will probably walk away. No, forget the 
word probably." The Football Association , of Ireland 
(FA1) keep denying they have already started to draw up a 
shortlist of possible replacements. Bookmakers are quoting 
Wimbledon’s Joe Kinnear and MillwaU’s Mick McCarthy, 
the former Ireland captain, as joint favourites. And Kenny 
Dalglish, Blackburn's former boss and now director of 
football, has also come into the frame. Dalglish attended 
Ireland's Footballer of the Year dinner in Dublin Iasi night 
but refused to comment on speculation linking him with the 
job. 

Ince facing showdown with Moratti 

LONDON (AFP) — Paul Ince could spark a transfer 
scramble after Inter Milan manager Roy Hodgson said here 
Monday that the England star will meet the Inter president 
this week to discuss his future. Ince is set for talks with 
Massimo Moratti within the next few days and unless the 
former Manchester United midfielder spells out his com- 
mitment to the Italian giants he could be on his way back to 
English football. Englishman Hodgson, manager of Inter 
and Switzerland, arrived in Londn for Wednesday’s inter- 
national friendly against England at Wembley, saying: 
“The president told me he was going to meet Paul Jnce in-, 
the time that I am away. "I expect what he will want to hear 
is that Paul is desperate to stay with us; that Paul is 
desperate to help Inter win things" and wants to pledge his 
soul, if you like, to the Inter cause." 
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Thomas Muster 


Muster seeks No. 1 
spot in season finale 


FRANKFURT (AFP) 
Austria’s French Open hol- 
der Thomas Muster has the 
chance to round uff a great 
year with the number one 
spot in world tennis should he 
win the ATP Tour Cham- 
pionships here this week. 

Muster. 28. could use his 
legendary drive and fighting 
spirit to dethrone American 
Pete Sampras, who achieved 
near perfection for himself in 
1995 with a third successive 
Wimbledon crown and then 
went onto defeat major rival 
Andre Agassi for his third 
U.S. Open title. 

The Austrian though has 
shown after years of playing 
mainly on clay — due in part 
to a career threatening knee 
injury incurred in a car acci- 
dent with a drunken driver in 
Florida in 1989 — he has the 
game to also cause a fright no 
other surfaces. 

“I had an awfully good day 
court season, I want to see 
what is possible on other 
surfaces," he said. 

The lefthander, renowned 
for his hardworking ethos, 
added: "There's no luck in 
this game. When you work 
hard, you get a payback." 


The world number three 
earned more financial re- 
wards in the Eurocard indoor 
Open at Essen last month 
beating Sampras — his first 
indoor title and possibly a 
foretaste of whats to come 
this week. 

Sampras and Muster are 
the only two contenders for 
number one spot because 
Agassi, who held top spot 
from April 10 to Nov. 6. 
withdrew owing to the effects 
of a chest muscle strain suf- 
fered in the Davis Cup semi- 
final with Sweden in Septem- 
ber. 

In Frankfurt. Sampras 
heads a round robin group of 
Germany’s Boris Becker, 
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
and South African Wayne 
Ferreira, who benefitted 
from Agassi’s withdrawal. 

Muster's group consists of 
Americans Michael Chang 
and Jim Courier with 
Sweden's Thomas Enqvist 
the other member. 

The round robin matches 
take place from Tuesday rill 
Friday with the top two .from 
both groups qualifying for 
Saturday’s semi-finals. 


European Soccer Championships 

Nothing short of victory 
good for Dutch 


LONDON (R) — The Netherlands, winners in 1988 and 
whose club side Ajax Amsterdam are the best in Europe, will 
not qualify for the European Championship finals if they lose 
their final group match at home to Norway on Wednesday. 

On a final, decisive night of group games that the organisers’ 
complicated qualifying system looks set to dominate, the 
Dutch depend entirely on themselves. Even a draw will not be 
enough to see their Ajax-based national team through. 

Of the other former champions still involved in the 
competition, two have already secured berths in the 16-team 
finals in England next June: Russia, who as the Soviet Union 
were the first winners in I960, and Spain, the next in 1964. 

The rest — 1968 champions Italy, twice winners Germany 
(1972 and 1980), the Czech Republic who won it as Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1976, France, victorious in 3984, and current 
title-holders Denmark — should aka make it. 

But some of them will depend on good-enough records as 
second-placed teams in their groups to avoid the play-off in 
Liverpool next month between the two worst for the right to 
join the eight group winners, six best runners-up and hosts 
England in the finals. 

In the right group five, the Czech Republic should beat 
Luxembourg to notch up a total of 21 points. A draw would 
give Norway the same number but put them second because 
their head-to-head record favours the Czechs. 

If the Netherlands beat Norway, the Norwegians will go out 
despite ending with the same number of points as the Dutch — 
the sides drew in Oslo a year ago — unless the rwv-hc do not 
beat Luxembourg and finish in third place. 

Such complications dominate all the groups, even Group 


Three which has one team fewer. 

Switzerland, their programme of games already over, are 
through although it remains to be seen if it will be as group 
winners or a second-placed team. This depends on Turkey's 
last game: in Sweden on Wednesday. 

Germany meet Bulgaria at home in a Group Seven dash 
that will merely decide who finishes top, a position at present 
held by the Bulgarians on goal difference. 

Bulgarian trainer Dimitar Penev warned his German coun- 
terpan Berti Vogts against over-confidence. 

“If Mr. Vogts thinks that we are afraid of the Germans then 
he is overestimating himself. We have consistently proved our 
class since the 1994 World Cup in the U.S. and shown that we 
can keep up with the Germans," he said from the Bulgarians’ 
training camp in Austria. 

Bulgaria, who beat Germany in the World Cup quarter- 
finals and in their first Group Seven dash in Sofia in June, plan 
to attack, Penev said. "We will not change course. We have 
done well with this so far." 

France are at home to Israel in Group One looking for 
revenge over one of the sides — Bulgaria were the others — 
responsible for preventing them from qualifying for the 1994 
World Cup finals. 

Bur even if they lose again they will finish second in the 
group because of their better bead-to-head record against 
Slovakia. 

Italy are also sure of finishing in the top two in Group Four 
but could be runners-up to Croatia, while Denmark have 
already secured second place to Spain in Group Two. The 
question will be how they compare with the other runners-up. 


Prost 
in line for 
possible 
return 

ADELAIDE (R) — Former 
four-time world champion 
Alain Prost has been short- 
listed as a possible temporary 
replacement for injured Fin- 
nish driver Mika Hakkinen, 
McLaren team boss Ron De- 
nnis said on Tuesday. 

But Dennis said he was 
optimistic Hakkinen would 
recover from head injuries 
sustained in a high-speed 
crash last Friday before the 
start of the 1996 season in 
March. 

"We are working with 
Alain Prost at the moment 
and there is a possibility he 
could become an integral part 
of our team, some possibility 
he could race, but that’s very, 
very, premature." Dennis 



Alain Prost 

told reporters. 

"I am optimistic Mika will 
be in a condition to race in 
the first race, (of the 1996 
season).** Dennis told a press 
conference at Royal Ade- 
laide Hospital, where Hak- 
kinen remained in a serious 


but stable condition on Tues- 
day. 

Prost* will probably join 
McLaren as a test driver. 
Dennis said, adding that the 
40-year-old Frenchman could 
come into contention if Hak- 
kinen is ruled out. 


Hakkinen, 27. whose con- 
dition was initially described 
js critical, suffered severe 
concussion after crashing his 
car on Friday during qual- 
ifying for last Sunday’s Au- 
stralian Grand Prix in Ade- 
laide. 


Both vulnerable. Weal deals. 
NORTH 
* Q 108 
9 Q 8 
OKS 

+ KJ10953 
WEST EAST 
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Hie bidding 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

la 2* Pim 3 NT 

PM Put Pm 

Opening lead: Four of * 

The outcome of the play is often 
decided by a race between the 
declarer and the defenders for the 
tricks required to make or break 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WIH QlftAR SHARIF & TANNAH HIRSCH 

which sum 


the contract. That can hinge on 
which suit declarer tries to develop. 
Sometimes, it is a guess. But there 
are occasions when the bidding tells 
the story. 

With an aceleaa hand and shaky 
values in the major suits. North 
was a tittle light for a vulnerable 
Lwo-over-on* aw real!. Smith's jump 
In game is beyond reproach. 

West led a fourth -best spade, and 
declarer was faced with a problem 
nt the very first trick: to win in 
dummy and take Lhe heart finesse, 
or in hand and go after dubs. With 
only one high honor roiBBing in 
hearts, it might seem logical to 
tackle that suit first, but consider 
the auction. 

For the vulnerable opening bid. 


West surely has a five-card suit 
headed by tile ace, the ace of clubs 
and the king of hearts as well aa 
either the queen of clubs or queen 
of diamonds. If declarer were to 
take the heart finesse and it loses. 
West would dear spades by playing 
ace and another would be poieed to 
defeat the contract when in with 
the ace of dubs. Meanwhile declar- 
er can come to only eight tricks — 
two spsdes. four hearts and two 
diamonds. 

That means declarer has u> rely 
on the club suit. The opening lead is 
won in hand and a club is led. 
Should West follow low, declarer 
goes in wiLh the king of clubs, 
which wins, and then reverts to 
hearts since the king of dubs is the 
ninth trick, it doesn't help if West 
rises with the ace of clubs and 
clears spades. Now declarer can 
take a second club finesse safely 
and establish the dub suit for the 
contract — two spades, one heart, 
two diamonds and four dubs. 


Steelers beat Browns 20-3 


PITTSBURGH (R) — Rookie receiver Kor- 
delJ Stewart took a turn at quarterback and 
threw a touchdown pass and Erric Pegram 
rushed for 112 yards as thq Pittsburgh Steelers 
beat the Cleveland Browns. 20-3. to take 
control of the AFC Central Division on 
Monday. 

Norm Johnson kicked two field goals and 
Neil O'Donnell added a fourth-quarter touch- 
down pass for the Steelers (6-4). who won 
their third straight game and mvoed two 
games in front of Cleveland. Cincinnati and 
Houston. Pittsburgh is the only team in the 
division above .500. 

The Browns (4-6). just days after the 
announcement by owner Art Modell that the 
franchise will ove to Baltimore, appeared as 
flat as they were last week in a 37-10 home 
loss -to Houston. 

Stewart, who has played mostly at receiver 


for the Steelers. surprisingly lined up behind 
centre with the game scoreless in the second 
quarter and Pittsburgh at the Cleveland 2. 

Stewart rolled right and was cut off. With 
no receivers open, he sprinted back left and 
looked as if he was going to run, bur he pulled 
up and Lofted a pass to Ernie Mills drifting 
across the back of the end zone. 

Stewart, who also caught two passes for 21 
yards, picked up a key first down in the fourth 
quarter when he ran 11 yards an option. Five 
plays later, O'Donnell hit Yancey Thigpen 
with a nine-yard scoring toss over comerback 
Antonio Langham for a 20-3 lead with 8:47 to 
play. 

The Browns managed just 120 yards, in- 
cluding 10 with no first downs in the second 
half.* Cleveland was l-of-10 on third-down 
conversions and was sacked four rimes. 
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FLY TO THE 


INDIAN SUB 

CONTINENT 


Gulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of convenient 
onward connections to Bombay, Delhi, Trivandrum, Madras, Colombo, 
Dhaka and Karachi. Whichever class you travel, you’ll fly in comfort and 
style, enjoying our traditional hospitality. Gulf Air. Come aboard for a 
world of difference. 





FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 
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CINEMA 634^4 

PHII ADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 6 1 8275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Delan Walsh 
&Lora Leeni....in 

CONGO 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

Denzel Washington 
June Hackman .... In 

CRIMSON TIDE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

Shows: 3:30. 6, 8:15. 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
•* Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb 

In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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Christopher seeks to end 
deadlock in Bosnia talks 


WRIGHT PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio 
(Agencies) — U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
sought Tuesday to break an 
apparent deadlock in Bos- 
nian peace talks by meeting 
face to face with Balkan lead- 
ers encamped here since 
Nov. 1_ 

“These talks could go one 
way or the other right now." 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums told repor- 
ters. 

“The parties need to make 
fundamental decisions." not- 
ably on the territorial division* 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. he 
said. 

U.S. mediators and their 
“contact group" counterparts 
from Britain, France, Ger- 
many and Russia were still 
aiming for a “comprehensive 
peace agreement," he added. 

“At this point, we do not 
anticipate a halfway agree- 
ment or taking 3 break," Mr. 
Bums said, adding that talks 


might be difficult to restart if 
a break were called at this 
stage. 

Mr. Christopher was plan- 
ning to spend a full day in 
meetings at this mid-western 
air base with presidents Alija 
Izetbegovic of Bosnia, Franjo 
Tudjman of Croatia and Slo- 
bodan Milosevic of Serbia, 
who represents the break- 
away Bosnian Serbs. 

“Today's core issues are 
territories, Sarajevo, elec- 
tions and the constitution." a 
senior State Department offi- 
cial said. 

“The Serbs and the Bos- 
nian government are taking 
irreconcilable positions on 
territory right now," the New 
York Times reported Tues- 
day. quoting an official close 
to the negotiations. 

After three and a half years 
of war in Bosnia, the warring 
parties now each control 
roughly SO per cent of the 
country, but linking up their 
respective zones is proving a 

mMS&m : m 


major challenge. 

Bosnian Croat radio re- 
ported Monday that Croats in 
the Bosnian delegation had 
threatened to walk out of the 
talks if the Serbs refused to 
hand over control of the 
Posavina corridor, a narrow 
strategic area in the north of 
the country linking the east- 
ern and western part of Serb- 
held territory. 

Mr. Bums acknowledged 
that the question of the Posa- 
vina corridor and establish- 
ment of a route to link up the 
Muslim-held enclave of 
Gorazde. in eastern Bosnia, 
with the. rest of federation- 
held territory remained two 
of the main territorial dis- 
putes. 

The status of Sarajevo is 
also at stake. 

The Serbs, who control 
part of the capital and lay 
siege on the rest of it, are said 
to have rejected a plan to 
unify the city along federal 
lines. 


r.y 







Two young boys help their family in gathering firewood in the central Bosnian 
town of Travnik (AFP photo) 


Constitutional talks are fo- 
cused on how to provide self- 
rule for breakaway Serbs 
within a sovereign and feder- 
al Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

But “territorial issues are 
tougher than constitutional 
issues," a senior U.S. official 
acknowledged. 

After a briefing by U.S. 
mediators here, Mr. Christ- 
opher was holding a series of 
meetings with the . Balkan 
presidents, followed by lunch 
with "contact group" repre- 
sentatives. 

Officials suggested the 
talks might go on until late 
Tuesday when Mr. Christ- 
opher is scheduled to fly on 
to Japan where he will take 
part in a Pacific Rim summit, 
in Osaka. 

“It is very conceivable that 
the talks (between Balkan 
leaders) can go on past this 
weekend." Mr. Bums said. 

Mr. Christopher would be 
doing his best to push things 
forward, Mr Bums earlier 
said, adding that Balkan 
leaders have "got to deal with 
(the) fundamental issues and 
make the fundamental com- 
promises to get a final peace 
agreement. 

“We have created our di- 
plomatic bisphere at Wright- 
Patterson with the intention 
of convincing the parties that 
now is the time to make 
peace," be added. 

fn Geneva, the U.N. re- 
fugee agency Tuesday ac- 
cused the Muslim-Croat Fed- 
eration of “ethnic engineer- 
ing" by carrying out a policy 
of forced repopulation in 
northwestern Bosnia. 

Much of Bosnia's massive 
population of displaced 
Croats and Muslims are being 
forced to move into territory 
in northwestern Bosnia newly 
taken from rebel Serbs, Un- 
ited Nations High Commisr 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Ron 
Redmon said. 


Thousands celebrate 
Women’s Day in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP).— 
Thousands of women 
gathered at a square in 
Tehran on Tuesday to cele- 
brate “Women’s Day" in 
Iran as President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani urged 
them to work to achieve 
equal status with men. 

The Women's Day. which 
is also “Mother’s Day" iff 
Iran, falls on the birthday of 
the Prophet Mohammad's 
daughter. Fatima Zahra. who 
is highly revered by Shiite 
Muslims as a symbol of cour- 
age and virtue. 

The women, clad in the 
black chador and wearing 
colourful headbands in- 
scribed with Fatima's name 
or her various titles, sat 
peacefully and in a festive 
mood around a 100-metre 
tower in the middle of Azadi 
Square. 

Choirs of young girls per- 
formed religious songs and 
speeches were delivered by 
women officials on the "im- 
proved lot of Iranian 
women" after the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution. 

In an acrobatic show, a 
female member of the volun- 
teer Basij Islamic militia, ful- 
ly dressed in a black chador, 
clambered down the Azadi 
tower with a rope. ' 

A U.S.-made C-130 plane, 
piloted by a woman, also 
streaked over the square and 
landed in a nearby airfield. 

Speaking to the crowd. Mr. 
Rafsanjani referred to the 
performances "normally re- 
served for men as a proof of 
the opportunities provided 


for women in Iran and the 
extent of Muslim woman’s 
abilities.” 

He said the revolution 
which toppled the pro- 
Western Shah had "saved 
women from the threat of 
immoral" Western influences 
and guided them on the path 
’to real* progress and a 
meritorious status." 

“We should take good 
points from the West with 
respect women — like equal 
opportunities for education, 
work, etc. — and reject the 
bad ones, such as corruption 
and moral laxness." the pres- 
ident said urging women to 
“take advantage of the 
opportunities." 

He said all of the girls in 
Iran were being provided 
with schooling, except for a 
“few in the . Sunni'- JMuslim 
community." which is a 
minority in Iran and often 
refuses to send its girls to 
school on religious grounds. 

"When it comes to prog- 
ress. Islam has left the road 
open for women. But when it 
comes to promiscuity, our 
religion is opposed to it." 

Despite certain limitations 
imposed on women after the 
revolution — such as the 
obligatory veil and forbidding 
them from seeking careers in 
singing and as a judge, Ira- 
nian women have had more 
educational and professional 
opportunities. 

Women account for nearly 
half of the around one million 
university students and 35 per 
cent of the government em- 
ployees. 


The Collectors of Object d’Art 

Are invited to meet tomorrow .. 

At Intercontinental Hotel 

[ - at 5 pjn. - j 

» For * 

> THE INTERNATIONAL AUCTION < 

OF 

VICTORIAN & GEORGIAN OBJECT 
MARTIN EUROPE 

Under the patronage of 

Princess ‘Wijdan 

For more information please call 
Tel. 692224 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Egypt arrests 62 Brotherhood students 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police have arrested 62 students accused 
of leading demonstrations calling for the overthrow of the 
Egyptian government, a judicial source said Tuesday. 
"These demonstrations are part of actions by the banned 
Muslim Brotherhood aiming to incite the masses and 
overthrow the government in power," the source said. The 
arrests were made over the past few days after demonstra- 
tions drew thousands of Muslim students at the universities 
of Cairo, Alexandria and Zagazig. The demonstrators were 
protesting against the military court trial of 81 Brotherhood 
members as well as the ban on dozens of Muslim 
fundamentalist students wanting to run in university 
elections. The 62 students are accused of having “30,000 
pamphlets inciting hate against the government and for 
provoking their colleagues." The Brotherhood, banned 
since 1954 but tolerated by the government as a religious 
organisation since the 1970s, has accused the government 
of arresting scores of its members in a recent crackdown to 
prevent them from participating in legislative elections on 
Nov. 29. 

Rabin’s name wrongly spelt on new signs 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Tel Aviv City hall said Tuesday it 
would change signs put up at the new' Yitzhak Rabin Square 
because the slain prime minister's name had been wrongly 
spelt in English. The former Kings of Israel Square was 
formally renamed on Sunday at a mass memorial in the 
same place where Mr. Rabin was shot down by a Jewish 
fanatic on Nov. 4 at a tribute attended by 250,000 people. 
But Mr. Rabin's family were shocked to see that his. 
surname had been spelt with two “bs" in English alongside 
his name in Hebrew, which has a very different script. 

Man stoned to death in Iran for adultery 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A man was stoned to death after being 
convicted of adultery and committing homosexual acts in 
western Iran, a newspaper reported Tuesday. Mehdi 
Barazandeh, a dervish (member of a Muslim religious 
brotherhood), was executed in a graveyard in the city of 
Hamedan on Sunday for committing “several acts of 
adultery and the abominable act of sodomy" with a man, 
the daily Jomhuri Islami said. Under Islamic law. convicted 
adulterers or homosexuals are buried in earth up to their 
waist and adultressess to their armpits before being stoned 
to death by a crowd. If they manage to free themselves, 
they escape death. The last such punishment reported was 
in March 1994. 


German police stop Algerian from speaking 

BONN (AFP) — German police on Tuesday prevented 
Rabah Kabir. head of the foreign branch of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), from speaking at a press 
conference in Bonn. Police allowed him to attend the 
conference, alongside rwo leftist Algerian leaders — 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) chief Hocine Ait- Ahmad and 
the representative of a small Trotskyite group. Louisa 
Hanoune — provided he did not speak. Mr. Kabir, 37. lives 
in Germany in Euskirchen. near Bonn. He has requested 
political asylum. Authorities are examining his request but 
have banned him from political activity since March 1994. 

’Messenger of God’ escapes death sentence 

SHARJAH (AFP) — An Iranian who had faced execution 
for proclaiming himself a “messenger of God" was instead 
condemned on Tuesday to one year in jail when an Islamic 
appeals court overturned his death sentence. The court in 
Sharjah said Hassan Gholam Hussein Dana, 36, who was 
given the death penalty in August for apostasy, "was not an 
apostate because he had not renounced Islam."' Mr. Dana 
wjU be deported after he completes his jail term. His lawyer 
Abdul Hamid Gharib said the sentence was imposed for 
"slandering" the authorities. Sharjah is one of the seven 
emirates in the United Arab Emirates. 
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RUINED HOME: Lebanese youth look at the ruins of a house destroyed on 
Monday in an Israeli air raid in Naameh, about 20 kilometres south of Beirut 
A Palestinian group said at least two of its civilian members were killed and 
eight others were wounded in the attack (AFP photo). 

Assad, Musa discuss peace; 
Khaddam says Syria serious 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa met President 
Hafez Al Assad in Damascus 
on Tuesday as Syria reaf- 
firmed its desire for peace 
talks with Israel. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh said Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa was present at the 
meeting at the presidential 
palace in the Syrian capital. 

Mr. Musa, who accompar 
nied President Hosni Mubar- 
ak at the funeral of murdered 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Jerusalem last 
week, told reporteis he was 
canying a message to Mr. 
Assad from Mr. Mubarak “as 
part of the . continued con- 
sultations between Syria and 
Egypt." 

Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. in 
remarks published by the 
official daily Tishreen, said 
Damascus was still commit- 
ted to peace talks with Israel. 

“Despite all this (differ- 
ences with Israel) Syria is 
committed to continue the 
peace process in accordance 
with the principles on which 
the process was based," Mr. 
Khaddam said. 

Syria's peace talks with 
Israel are stalled over the fate 
of the Golan Heights, seized 
by Israel in 1967, future ties 
and security arrangements. 

The last round of negotia- 
tions was held in Washington 


in June when army chiefs of 
both countries met to discuss 
security arrangements which 
would back up a proposed 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

Mr. Khaddam said Israel's 
demands for the setting up of 
an early warning post in the 
Golan contradicted the prin- 
ciples of security arrange- 
ments agreed upon by Syria 
and Israel in coordination 
with the United States. 

“The Israelis refused to 
make clear acceptance of 
withdrawal and insisted on 
having a presence for them- 
selves (on the Golan) 
through the warning posts,” 
he said. 

Syria wants a full Israeli 
pullback from the Golan and 
says security arrangements 
should be equal and balanced 
on both sides of the border. 

Israel says it will not reveal 
the extent of a withdrawal 
until Damascus agrees to 
establish full normal ties. 

Mr. Musa's visit comes be- 
fore an important tour of the 
region by U.S. Middle East 
peace envoy Dennis Ross ex- 
pected to take place next 
week. 

Mr. Khaddam also accused 
Israel of wanting to dominate 
the Middle East and conde- 
mned Arabs for "helping the 
Jewish state achieve this goal. 

“Israel is aiming to domin- 
ate the region, put its hands 
on its resources and suppress 


Arab nationalism,’’ Mr. 
Khaddam said in Tishreen. 

“It is disconcerting to see 
that the Arabs, in participat- 
ing in the economic summits 
of Casablanca and Amman, 
want to facilitate the Israeli 
goal while it still occupies 
Arab land and suppresses 
rights," he said. 

Mr. Khaddam also criti- 
cised the Palestinians and 
Jordan for striking peace 
deals with Israel. “These 
accords reinforce the Zionist 
project," he asserted. 

“In concluding the Oslo 
accord (on Palestinian auton- 
omy), Israel received the rec- 
ognition of its existence, its 
security, the right to control 
occupied Palestinian territor- 
ies and an indirect recogni- 
tion of Jerusalem as its capit- 
al, liquidating the Palestinian 
cause," he added. 

Mr. Khaddam also accused 
Israel of wanting to push 
Palestinians into Iraq and 
seize control of oil fields in 
Iraq and Arab Gulf states. 

“Israel wants to establish a 
regional order and wants to 
lead it to place its hands on 
Iraqi petroleum and take 
control of oil from Gulf states 
and wants to install in Iraq 
Palestinians from Palestine,” 
he said. 

•"The Zionist movement , 
made the decision during a 
conference in New York in 

(Continued on page 7) 


NATO leadership crisis worsens 


MADRID (AFP) — The 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation’s (NATO) search for 
a new leader was left looking 
increasingly desperate on 
Tuesday as France made it 
dear that the only declared 
candidate was unacceptable and 
the European allies struggled 
to come up with credible 
alternative names. 

"It’s a mess." Italian Fore- 
ign Minister Susanna Agnelli 
said.- “There is enormous 
confusion.” 

Speaking at a meeting of 
the Western European Un- 
ion. where the succession to 
the disgraced Willy Claes as 
NAT.O secretary-general 
dominated corridor discus- 
sions. Ms. Agnelli admitted: 
“A candidate accepted by 
everyone does not exist.” 

NATO was thrown into 
disarray on Friday when the 
United States pressured for- 
'mer Dutch Prime Minister 
Ruud Lubbers to withdraw 
from the race, after he had 


been strongly backed in 
Europe. 

That left former Danish 
Foreign Minister Uffe 
Ellemann-Jensen as the only 
horse in the race, but he 
appears to have failed to 
overcome French objections, 
prompted by Danish criticism 
of its nuclear testing prog- 
ramme in the South Pacific. 

“He's a candidate. There 
are certainly other possibili- 
ties.” French Foreign Minis- 
ter Hcrve dc Charcltc told 
AFP on Tuesday when asked 
to comment on the Dane's 
bid. 

Mr. Dc Charette also 
warned that the vacuum at 
the top of the alliance could 
seriously affect its function- 
ing as it prepares to send a 
60.000-strong peace force to 
Bosnia to police an eventual 
peace deal. 

“The imultinational peace 
force in Bosnia cannot be 
realised seriously if there is 


not a secretary general." Mr. 
De Charette said. 

NATO ambassadors are 
this week due to begin put- 
ting the finishing touches to 
the plan for the peace imple- 
mentation force. 

Former British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd was 
tipped as a potential replace- 
ment for Mr. Claes who 
■ would have won broad back- 
ing in the alliance. But having 
taken up a lucrative post in 
th<T City of London, he is 
reported to be reluctant to 
take on the NATO job. ■ 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruehc. another wide- 
ly respected (igurc. has also 
declined to apply because of 
His ambitions in Cjerman poli- 
tics. 

Other names mentioned 
include two EU commission- 
ers. Hans Van den Broek. and 
Sir Leon Britran. Both, 
however, have indicated they 
are not interested in the job". 


Mestiri holds talks with Rabbani 


KABUL (AFP) — U.N. en- 
voy Mahmoud Mestiri held 
talks Tuesday with Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani .on brokering a peace 
pact for war-torn Afghanis- 
tan. amid growing skepticism 
here about the success of his 
mission. 

Mr. Mestiri discussed the 
transfer of power to "other 
individuals or groups" with 
Mr. Rabbani, but no progres 
was made, an official source 
said. 

"The president declared 
his readiness to transfer pow- 
er. now it depends whether 
Mestiri can convince the 
other groups." a Defence 
Ministry source said. 

Analysts said deadlock 
continued on the contentious 
issue as the president has 
repeatedly offered to stand 
down on several conditions 
which the opposition Islamic 
Taliban fnovement has 
roundly rejected. 

The black-turbaned “reli- 
gious .students" have been 
besieging Kabul for the past 
month in a bid to topple 
Rabbani's thrce-ycar-old 
administration and impose 
Islamic law on the whole 
country. 

They reject a ceasefire be- 
fore Mr. Rabbani quits un- 


conditionally and have vowed 
to take over the capital. 

The movement, which 
sprang up in the Koranic 
schools of southern Afghanis- 
tan last year, has already 
captured large parts of the 
country, leaving the govern- 
ment desperately defending 
the capital. 

Mr. Mestiri’s expected 
meetings with acting Foreign 
Minister Najibullah Lafrai 
and possibly former Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masoud did not take place 
during his short flying visit 
here. 

Mr. Mestiri left for Islama- 
bad in the late afternoon 
after only an hour-long stay 
during which observers here 
said his reception was “cool.” 

He did not comment on his 
talks with Mr. Rabbani be- 
fore leaving. 

Afghan officials and resi- 
dents are skeptical of the 
usefulness and results of his 
nearly two-ycar-old mission 
to bring peace to Afghanistan 
by acting as an intermediary 
between the warring factions 
vying for control of the gov- 
ernment. 

“The Afghan people have 
lost all hope and confidence 
in Mestiri's mission," a De- 
fence Ministry source here 


said. “He has prolonged his 
mission for so long that they 
have lost confidence and pati- 
ence in his peace drive." 

"In fact, sometimes when 
he comes here it acts as a 
signal for more fighting as all 
sides in the conflict see the 
U.N, is uhable to do any- 
thing. so they decide instead 
to battle for more ground." 
the source added. 

People in the streets of*ihe 
capital — which is hemmed in 
on three sides by the front- 
lines of the Talibans who are 
attempting to topple the Rab- 
bani government — also lack 
confidence in the United Na- 
tions mission. 

A moneychanger here said 
the value of the local curren- 
cy had dropped on news of 
the arrival of Mestiri. 

“The Afghani was worth 
5.100 to the dollar this morn- 
ing, but after we heard Mes- 
tiri was arriving it immediate- 
ly dropped to 5.500,” he said. 

Mr. Mestiri began his 
peace dnve in February 1994. 
attempting to settle "differ- 
ences between the govern- 
ment and the forces loyal to 
former Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmutvar and his 
aMy Uzbek warlord Rashid 
Dostum. 



Pakistan leader’s ' 
aircraft engine 5 
explodes - 

SYDNEY (R) — The_afr 
craft canying Pakistan 
President Farooq Ahmad 
Leghari made an emer- 
gency landing at tbe north- 
ern Australian c'rty_ o£. ; 
Darwin Monday night 
one of its engines explod-" " 
ed, an airport official said 1 
Tuesday. The Boeing 707. | 
aircraft had earlier stopped 
at Darwin to refuel en route " 
to Pakistan after leaving 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
where the president -had - 
attended the Common- 
wealth Heads Of Govern^ 
mem Meeting (CHOGM).. 
"The aircraft was only 
about half an hour out of 
Darwin when it encoun- 
tered technical problems 
and returned,” the effical 
rold Reuters by telephone. 
The aircraft's port engine/ 
was extensively damaged 
due to an explosion 
believed caused by a tech- 
nical fault, he said. None of 
the passengers or crew was 
injured. The president and . 
his party, which included 
his wife and 70 officials, 
have extended their 
unscheduled stopover by 
one day in order to tour 
Northern Australia. - 

Editor of British 
Independent . 
resigns 

LONDON (R) — Ian 
Hargreaves resigned 
Monday as editor of the 
Independent, the youngest 
of Britain's national broad- 
sheet newspapers. He had 
brought the ' nine-year-old 
paper to a new circulation 
peak of 300,000 this sum-' 
mer. Liam Healy. chairman 
of newspaper publishing, 
said: “We are all grateful to 
Ian for his stewardship of 
the title and wish him well j 
for the future. The ! 
Independent is in good * 
shape and we will begin 
immediately to seek a 
replacement editor to take' 
the newspaper to the next 
exciting stage in its devd- 
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opxnent." Mr. Hargreaves* , , 

who worked for the [Alp in ^Q-aUi 

Financial Times and the . ^ OtfftJJ 


Financial Times and the 
BBC before joining the 
Independent, had been edi- 
tor since August 1 994. - 


/Agencies i — 
,• Ast^dor Rj-. mono 
-Vfflfcednesda; hinted 
foreign imohe- 

1 00-year-old fire r* fne'Amer- 
finally put out. ^ 

BEIJING (AFP) — A fire • lives' m ^ 

in northwestern China that ~.;^whnod." he told 

has been raging for nearly • ^ * ho -»ked for 
one centuty and consuming ■ ■.-ijV ves f ft r the 
millions of tonnes of coal, 46511 *hock 

has finally been extin-. ; A»ni*l hc J ecrel, \e 

guished. the China Daily ' 

said Tuesday. For the past -- * 

100 years, the Bayang&e ;"«« ’den 

open-cast coalfield in the carhomb Ju e .. *V S ‘ 
far northwest region of Cl ) ^ 

Xinjiang has formed a fire *nce in^ P J?F ^ ll " 
zone of 5.9 square kilwne- d b > a 

tres. Each year, the fee had ' asked 
expanded more than. 10 i ho M ,} e , r r 
metres and consumed* for-. ■ . ' and 4 h e 
tfaer 300,000 tonnes,, of 
coal, the newspaper sakt ... h* replied^” 
The Xinjiang Coalfield ^ open mi ii 

Brigade started to harness ■ be involved 1 
the fire zone in 1992, and : % r hlv e some bad 
finally finished the task ^ that v. 0ne ^ 
after quelling 14 “fire hBl- . 5 , , 
tops” and extinguishing^ > 3 ^' tffiaau sa id 
major fire holes. \ l()e J^nien * er< , 

Crawford, ; ' :;?t d u i ni « S v n pa i ;k 

Kennedy Jr. lead 
list of dream dates: -inf, ^pioy eei 

WASHINGTON (AFP) ^C^callv ill 

Cmdy Crawford and 5oba - 1 '- 7 “* <0 hav t inn 

F. Kennedy Jr. were. the' *1 ,^> r hou^S 
two people American men ; Ie m execute 
and women would most . ' 
choose as their dream date. djJJvhe bomb 
according to a poll by ^ Amer- 
Newsweek magazine. So- 
permodel Crawford was ^ as 4 *, w bat h e 
followed by Janet Jackson ^ Cow ardiv 

and actress Pamela Aflde- f r * nr jr 

rson. while Kennedy was b>nd S t n 8 to with 
ahead of actors I W 
Washington and Brad Pfr* ^ soi ne 

When the 775 respondent aj not be 

were asked who among ft. , ^. e . ‘ inciHp § e dy." 
list of a dozen celebrilitf-'- s ■ 1 ^ , an y imp/? w °uid 
they would choose to'have U 4 l ^*ee n lh * Q n th e 
iunch with, Colin Powell j ’ ^'Jdj * r LV n 'ted 
came first, followed by .] e _- ' he 

actor Tom Hanks and Pop* ■ jj, aq v • 

John Paul II. President BiU -S ^ 1 >b'i n ’ nv ° lv e- 

n mtnn fnnrtft ■' '• (-.1 U ‘3Ili1„. =' 
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Clinton trailed in fourth 
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